DeMaiztore renews coalition offer 

gJtgtJH EBUN (AP) — Lochar de MafakK, Eut GttBUant Htdr net 
praritfV Sduriiy nfa i Wd Us other to (on • omHHm with Sochi 
jp iiDffoti ad fetd mowrhf y radon with West Genoa ay wt» occur to 
sum Hr . U « toterfcw with Wert Gerw«oy*s newnaner Writ am 
SoBOtift. de Mahdore ako add the co un try would elect « mtsidenL 
M«m*W »i the Wat Geiuuoi BemBMgBhc Der Sfiegd reported 


at East Germany’s Soda] Demoootk Party, nnUm Bodne, of bdos a 
ftwf «i#»bor«tar with the hated secret pafice. De Mairiort abo has ben 
ocroitd of haying Mb to the now-dbfanaded BmL The Mgadoe quoted 
both priiflrfmMdqyhg the a flimii oag. and said there*™ no of 
the a fe g atfcMM ^Aer than the riatroi by former y ty . Der Sp y pfrf 
' Rkased as early transcript of eo mmc . itfs by West Germs ChanceDor 
Hehait Kohl In which he said a ratted Germany should pot the prat beUod 
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CUffhanger poll results in Australia 

SYDNEY (S) — Prime Minister Bob Hawke's t^iw Party hong on to 
power as a caretaker Earanment Sunday after one of die closest elections 
to AastnBa’s history faded to produce an i mnnmMtm remit. When the 
cooBthig of votes fro® Saturday's decdoo dosed, at least she seats were 
stiH to be decided by portal and preferential votes. Counting wfB resume 
Monday bnt poBtidans and analysts said It eotdd be the middle of the week 
before the final outcome was decided under Anstralia's complex voting 
system. Hawke said Labour wodd win at least one of the dx nndedded 
marginal scats — -enough to give Labour a majority over the conservatives, 
but said be coaid not yet ctatta outright victory. “It is obvious to me that I 
should oonttwe in a caretaker capacity nutfi those results are Mfeed,” 

said Hawke, «4 m has been ia power for the past seven years. I bdkve that 
when the vote Is Snafised that I will, oa behalf of the Australian Labour 
party, again be In a pcdtkn to form a government, the foerth Hawke 
Labour g o ver n m ent,” be fold reporters soon alter midnight. 
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v Ministry warns 
gainst 

illegal gatherings 


, JMMAN (Petra) — The Minis- 
: y of Inferior Saturday appealed 

. ;> members of the public, oiga- 
- ^ tsatipus, dubs and the press to 
/bideby the rules and laws con- 
■ 'erring the holding of meetings 
. .f nd warned that violators of the 
would be prosecuted. The 
. ' Element said that it had been 
oticed recently that several pub- 
. c meetings were organised by 
idividulas, organisations and 
'■■tabs without consideration of the 
"■ iw. It said all such meetings 
without .proper authorisation 
- ccording to law are regarded as 
1 legal. 


- Cuwast says 
DAEU failed 


' : KUWAIT (R) — Finance Minis-- 
er Jassim Mohammad A1 Khor- 
. ; ifi said Saturday Kuwait was 
' mlling- out of the Council for 
Arab Economic Unity (CAEU) 
^iecause it had failed to achieve its 
2‘joals. In a statement carried by 
"be Kuwait news agency 
KUNA), be said the 13-member 
-ouna] had turned down several 
•towaiti proposals “to put it on 
he right track.” He said Kuwait 
leaded ro quit because none of 
ts warnings was heeded and be- 
7 a use of “our complete belief that' 
.. .Mir presence in (the council) does 
' : iot achieve any positive results.” 

Communist leader 
* tilled In Kashmir 

iRINAGAR (R) — Kashmiri 
eparatists stepped up their war 
: gainst Indian rale, kilting a 
erior leader, of the Communist 
*arty of India and a top potice- 

- nan and kidnapping a politician, 
•olios said Saturday. Police said 

: he Jammu and Kashmir Students 

- -iteration Front claimed respon 

' '-ibility for killing Communist 
; -'sader Abdus Sattar Ranjoor Fri- 

- - !ay night and police Deputy So- 
. -jerintendant Gulam Hassan Tab* 

. . jasum Saturday. Kash mir Televi- 
-„ion said indicants threatened to 

- rill politician Mir Ghrzlam Musta- 
-a unless 10 separatist colleagues 

. r-'cre released from prison within 36 
JOUTS. 

Jnknown group 
Jireatens Bonn 


1 BEIRUT (AP) — A previously 
- 1 unknown group Saturday warned 
"^Vest Germany it would not keep 
• ileat over what it termed psycho- 
- ogkaJ torture of two convicted 
Lebanese nationals. The state- 


■ nent bv the Organisation for the 

- Oefisnc* of the Stragglers and 
riprisoned accused German au- 

■* borides of practiring lately the 
trongest kinds of “... psycholo- 
pal torture and using isolation 
echakpies." It said the author- 
ties used “huge moral pressure 
tgainst oar Mujahedeen that 
eacbed then’ apogee... by ban- 

- (them) from practising their 
. '^S^ous rites and carrying out 
: heir retigjous duties." The state- 
...nem named the two as Moham- 

; nad Ati Hamadi and his brother 
-jAbbas, who are serving prison 
-.-■letteiices in West Germany for 
i -^bots^e and extremism. 


Honecker homeless 


1 iAST BERLIN (R) — Dis- 

- ?aoed former East German lead- 
3 Erich Hooecker Saturday left 

- 'T*e pastor's house where he has 
>? beftered for the last two months 
r ' <oly to be forced out of his new 

- -• ome by street protests. The 

- fiad. of the government guest 
r - ’oose north of Berlin where Hon- 
. - : cka and Jas wife were due to 

--.love $rid a dozens" committee 
. ad chafed to refuse the couple 
.''‘(gpfahiy. 

Romania, Hungary 


UOIaREST (R) — Romania 
Hungary swapped charges 
ahirtUy fiver ethnic dashes 
bkA kOkd three people in 
^Xttnafflja’s "Dransjivama province 
, wedc. 'There is still a sate of 
..^bws, stts^scion and mistrust on 
Jth sSfles," Romanian President 

• o I&aca told reporters. Hun- 
ambassador in Bucharest, 
Sana, met Prime Mmeter 
Sre Roman and disputed a 
3 ®aJrian statement accusing 
4 _ J dapc^ of inciting the dashes, a 
.■fiBStatsa diplomat said. Szafis 
^ Kribed the Ronunian stale- 
s'- ^sat as ** n u w ffj m lurre e.** 



Parliament lambasts 

U.S. Senate resolution 
on Jerusalem’s status 


By Marumi M. 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The speaker of the 
Lower House of Parliament, the 
chairman of the House’s Foreign 
Affairs Committee j and other de- 
puties Saturday lambasted a re- 
solution adopted by the U.S. 
Senate acknowledging occupied 
Jerusalem as the “capital of 
Israel," and promised prompt ac- 
tion against the measure. 

House Speaker Suleiman Arar 
attacked the Senate's decision, 
which came late Thursday, saying 
“it is a link in the chain of 
conspiracies against the Arab and 
Palestinian rights.” The resolu- 
tion, he said, “offers more proof 
that the U.S. Senate is controlled 
by the Zionist lobby.” 

The concurrent resolution 
adopted by the U.S. Senate “ack- 
nowledges that Jerusalem is and 
should remain the capital of the 
state of Israel,” in a dramatic 
conflict with official American 
policy, which considered the 
Holy City as occupied territory. 

The resolution, which was in- 
troduced by Senator Patrick 
Moynihan (Democrat of New 
York) and co-sponsored by Sen. 
Rudy Bosch witz (Republican of 
Minnesota) and 82 other mem- 
bers of the Senate, is not binding 
cm the U.S. administration. It 
now goes before the Foreign 
Affairs Committee of the House 
of Representatives. After pre- 
senting and securing endorse- 


ment of the resolution, Moynihan 
contended that its “swift pas- 
sage... sends a message of reas- 
surances to Israel, wfaidi is essen- 
tial to malting progress towards 
peace.” 

■ Speaker Arar described the re- 
solution as a “new blow to Arab 
rights and a contradiction of all 


U.N. Security Council resolu- 
tions on Jerusalem.” 

The speaker said that the re- 
solution came as no surprise to 
him and he expected the Lower 
House to take action on it soon. 
“The fact that the Arab World 

(Continued on page 3) 


Following is the text of the resolution (No: 106) adopted by the 
U.S. Senate Thursday: 

Whereas the state of Israel has declared Jerusalem to be its 
capital; 

Whereas from 1948 to 1967 Jerusalem was a divided dty and 
Israeli citizens of all faiths were not permitted access to holy sites in 
the area controlled by Jordan; 

Whereas since 1967 Jerusalem has been a united dty adminis- 
tered by Israel and persons of all religious faiths have been 
guaranteed full access to holy sites within the dty; 

Whereas the president and the secretary of state have demons- 
trated their strong desire to achieve a just and lasting peace in the 
Middle East and have worked diligently toward that end; 

Whereas ambiguous statements by the government of the United 
States concerning the right of Jews to five in all parts of Jerusalem 
raise concerns in Israel that Jerusalem might one day be redivided 
and access to religious sites in Jerusalem denied to Israeli citizens; 
and 

Whereas such concerns inhibit and complicate the search for a 
lasting peace in the region; now, therefore, be it 
Resolved by the Senate (the House of Representatives concur- 
ring). 

That the Congress 

1 1) acknowledges that Jerusalem is and should remain the capital of 
the state of Israel; 

2) strongly believes that Jerusalem must remain an undivided dty 
in which the rights of every ethnic and religious group are 
protected; and ' 

3) calls upon all parties involved in the search for peace to 
main tain their strong efforts to bring about negotiations 
between Israel and Palestinian representatives. 


2 W. Bank boys injured in 
blast; violent protests continue 



Prune Minister Mndar Badrau and several man bers of the Cabmet attend a meeting Saturday with 
rfBriah and residents of Karak (Petra photo) 

Badran listens to demands 
of Karak, promises action 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) 
— Two Palestinian boys were 
wounded in the face, hmds and 
legs in the village of Tekoa near 
Bethlehem in the West Bank 
when an unidentified object ex- 
ploded near them, Palestinian 
hospital officials said Saturday. 

The boys, 11 and 14 years old, 
were taken to hospital hr Jeru- 
salem after the overnight explo- 
sion, the sources said. The army 
said it was checking the report. 

Last year there wre several 
incidents in which Palestinian 
children in the West Bank were 
killed or injured when they 
apparently came upon unex-. 
ploded army flares and other 
explosives. 

Soldiers shot and wounded a 
10-year-rid boy in the leg in 
Bethlehem overnight when they 
dashed with stone- throwing de- 
monstrators, Palestinian sources 
said. The boy was a bystander 
during the dash, they said. The 
army was checking the report. 

Masked men conducted raids 
cm shops in Bethlehem Saturday 
morning, ordering shopkeepers 
not sell Israeli products, Palesti- 


Hafez A1 Assad of Syria met 
Saturday for the first time since 
ending a 12-year rift between 
their countries, joining other 
Arab leaders in Libya, a news 
report said. 

Libyan leader Muammar. 
Qadhafi welcomed Assad, 
Mubarak and Sudanese leader 
Omar Hassan A1 Bashir at a 
ceremony in Tobruk, on Libya’s 
Mediterranean coast, marking 
the 20 th amuversaiy of the expul- 
sion of British forces from Libya. 

The Libyan news agency 
JANA, monitored in Rome, cal- 
led the meeting a display of Arab 
unity and said Qadhafi expressed 
“a feeling of happiness, delight 
and pride in our brothers." 

JANA quoted Mubarak as 
saying the Arab Nation needs 
unity to be able to withstand the 
dotages of U.S. and European 
economic blocs. 

It quoted Assad as telling re- 
porters that “without unity, I 
believe there will be no happy fife 

for Arabs.” 


man sources said. 

Troops dosed Yahad Secon- 
dary School for boys Saturday. 
Palestinian residents said. The 
school’s 630 students and 25 
teachers were told the school was 
dosed because of hostile activi- 
ties against Israeli forces by the 
students. 

In Jenin near Nablus troops 
fixed tear-gas at high school stu- 
dents protesting the killing of two 
uprising activists by troops in 
Nablus last week, Palestinian 
sources said. Five students were 
arrested. 

In the occupied Gaza Strip 
Palestinian demonstrators 
clashed with Israeli troops for 
three hours in -the heart of Gaza 
City’s commercial district 

Demonstrators carried the 
Palestinian flag, burned tyres, 
and threw stones at troops who 
fired five bullets to disperse the 
crowd, Palestinian sources said. 

Soldiers fenced shopkeepers to 
dose their stores in the district 
and declared it a dosed military 
zone for one hour, the sources 
said. 


In Cairo, Egyptian officials 
said Mubarak would have talks 
with Qadhafi on international 
and Arab issues and recently 
improved relations between the 
two countries. ■ 

Mubarak and Qadhafi began 
e xchang ing visits last October, 
and Mobarak’s current visit is 
their fifth meeting since. 

The 1970 British pullout from 
Tobruk's Al Adem air base took 
place the year after Qadhafi over- 
threw the monarchy in a military 
coup and established a republic. 

Qadhafi renamed the base af- 
ter Egypt's late president, Gamal 
Abdul Nasser. 

The three Arab leaders are the 
fust high-level visitors to Libya 
since Washington earlier this 
month revived allegations that 
Libya was producing chemical 
weapons at the Rabta factory, 80 
kilometres southwest of Tripoli. 

A mysterious fire broke out at 
the plant on March 14 but it is not 
dear bow much damage it did or 
who was responsible. 

Libya has said the plpnt is to 
produce medicines and that the 


Gaza a curfew was imposed, the 
sources said, during which resi- 
dents were forced by soldiers to 
dear roadblocks and paint over 
Islamic and nationalist slogans. 

Two Israeli peace groups vi- 
sited the West Bank Saturday, 
Palestinian sources said. The 
Association in Defence of Chil- 
dren under Occupation distri- 
buted 2,000 textbooks in the vil- 
lages of Jenin and Kabatiyeh, 
they said. 

The association issued a com- 
munique denouncing the dosure 
of Palestinian schools in the occu- 
pied territories by Israeli author- 
ities. 

A group of Israeli Jewish and 
Arab doctors and nurses visited 
Kabatiyeh and provided a day of 
free medical care, the sources 
said. 

Peace activists turned back 

Israeli soldiers turned back a 
group of Jewish peace activists 
trying to enter a West Bank 
village Saturday to visit the family 
of an Arab farmer jailed over a 
land dispute with settlers. 


fire was an act of sabotage, 
perhaps by U.S., Israeli or West 
German agents. Libyan dissi- 
dents abroad, however, say Libya 
staged a limited fire to avert a 
possible U.S. attack. 

The presence of the three Arab 
leaders in -Libya underiiiies the 
rapprochements which have 
taken place in the Arab World 
since an Arab summit in Casab- 
lanca last May. 

For 10 years Libya and Syria 
were the bastions of a front 
virulently opposed to Egypt’s 
1979 treaty with Israel. 

But As&hd restored relations 

with Egypt earlier this year. 

Libya remains the only Arab 
country without an embassy in 
Cairo but this has not prevented 
regular meetings between Qadha- 
fi and Mubarak, who is now on 
his third visit to Libya. 

General Bashir is also a regular 
visitor and after his last trip he 
announced that Libya and Sudan 
would sign agreements to pave 
the way for a merger within four 
years. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The citizens 
of Karak, one of three southern 
areas hard hit by drought. Satur- 
day presented demands to the 
prime minister for improving 
their firing conditions and ways 
to deal with their present 
hardships. 

In presenting the demands at a 
general meeting held upon the prime 
minister's arrival in Karak at 
the start of a three-day tour in the 
south. Governor Ismail Duhei- 
man and Mayor Abdnllah Dmonr 
said there was need for govern- 
ment action to stem unemploy- 
ment, improve health and agri- 
cultural sectors anef enable local 
citizens to deal with soaring 
prices of basic food supplies. 

Airing their region’s views in 
separate speeches-, both the gov- 
ernor and the mayor called on the 
government to reschedule loan 
repayments of formers in 1990 
and 1991 and to exempt formers 
from paying interest on the loans 
and make further allocations for 
road construction schemes in 
their region. They also demanded 
that the government launch hous- 
ing projects for limited income 
groups, and to reduce the charges 
for electricity and water con- 
sumption. They also urged the 
concerned authorities to give due 
attention to youth and sports 
activities. 

Among the most important de- 
mands were those for additional 
artesian wells and pasture lands 
for livestock. 

Prime Minis ter Mndar Badran, 
who was accompanied by several 
Cabinet members, tokl bis audi- 
ence that the meeting was de- 
signed to identify the pressing 
problems and to come up with 
practical resolutions. 

The government is doing all it 


NICOSIA (AP) — Soviet and 
Israeli officials have been visiting 
Cyprus and Greece to discuss 
setting up a maritime line to bring 
Soviet Jews to Israel, the 
London-based. Al Hay at news- 
paper has reported. 

The Arabic-language daily, in 
its Friday edition winch readied 
Cyprus Saturday, quoted un- 
named informed Greek and Arab 
sources as saying the officials 
were discussing sailing Greek- 
and. Cyprus-registered ships be- 
tween the Black Sea port of 
Odessa and the Israeli port of 
Haifa. 

Officials in Cyprus and Greece 
could not be iracbed for com- 


MOSCOW (R) — Soviet tanks 
rolled through Vilnius overnight 
and Lithuanian President 
Vytantas Landsbergb^ Saturday 
wanted young men refusing to 
serve in the Soviet army they may 
have to seek sanctuary in chur- 
ches. 

“We feel we are in an occupied 
country. A foreign army arrives 
and we do not know what it will 
do,” Landsbezgis told the sup- 
reme council several hours after 
100 nntitary vehides passed cm 
their way through the capital of 
the rebel republic. 

Landsbergis’ warning came 
amid signs of an escalation of 
what he described as a “war of 
nerves” waged by Soviet Presi- 
dent Mikhail Gorbachev against 


ran tO minimis e problems and 

enable the citizens to maintain 
the process of construction, the 
prime minister said. 

Work on constructing the new 
Karak hospital, a project which 
will be built through assistant** 
from the Italian government will 
begin this year, the prime minis- 
ter announced. He said that all 
artesian wells in the area- would 
be reopened and tanker tracks 
would be used to carry water 
supplies to remote areas. Con- 
cerned authorities will embark on 
constructing earth dams and $1 
million that has been originally 
earmarked for the development 
of high lands will now be used for 
agricultural projects in the south- 
ern regions, the prime minister 
said.. 

He said instructions had been 
issued for doubling the amounts 
of fodder which will be distri- 
buted fairly, and considered as 
soft long-term loans to be paid by 
the beneficiaries. 

All difficulties can be dealt 
with through national cohesion 
and dose cooperation, Badran 
said. 

Apart from the present econo- 
mic difficulties, he said, the King- 
dom is being confronted by a new 
challenge represented in the im- 
migration of Jews to occupied 
Palestine, a new colonial 
onslaught on the Arab region 
which His Majesty King Hussein 
described as a third disaster for 
tiie Arabs, Badran said. 

The prime minister said the 
“secret of success over all chal- 
lenges lies in national unity and 
dose cooperation between peo- 
ple and government in all fields.’' 

Among those addressing the 
meeting were the ministers of 
soda 1 development, health and 


meat Saturday, which was first 
day of a holiday weekend in both 
countries on the occasion of 
Greek independence day. 

Hundreds of thousands of 
Soviet Jews are expected to emi- 
grate to Israel in the next few 
years as the result of relaxed rales 
in the Soviet Union and tighter 
entry quotas in the United Sates. 

The newspape said the Soviets 
and Israelis hoped that a sea line 
could ease pressure on air flights, 
especially those of the overtaxed 
state-run Aeroflot. 

The Soviet airline does not ran 
direct flights to Israel. Instead, 
migrants must change at one of 
several transit points, of which 


Lithuania since h reasserted its 
pre-war independence March 11 . 

“We cannot physically defend 
each man who is hiding some 
place and thinks he is safe,” 
Landsbergis added. “It could be 
that his place of hiding is known 
and he could be taken away today 
or tomorrow.” 

“Those boys who have decided 
not to return and finish their 
military service should not stay 
with dose ones, their addresses 
might be known. In case of dan- 
ger they should say dose to 
chnrches.” 

Landsbergis also revealed to 
parliament the contents of a tele- 
gram he said he sent to Gor- 
bachev overnight a c cu sing the 
Soviet leadership of "artificially 


municipal and rural affairs and 
tire environment. 

Minister of Social Develop- 
ment Abdul Majid Shreideh said 
that a general survey was being 
conducted in the Karak region to 
determine the volume of needy 
families which will later benefit 
from the National Aid Fund's 
services. 

Minister of Health Mohammad 
Addoub A 1 Zaben said that apart 
from the Karak hospital several 
health centres would be set up, 
with the Mazar centre to be trans- 
formed into a training unit for 
new doctors and to be provided 
with specialists. 

Munster of Municipal and Ru- 
ral Affairs and the Environment 
Abdul Karim Al Dughmi tokl the 
meeting that special arrange- 
ments would be made for the 
repayment of loans to local coun- 
cils over extended periods. 

After the meeting m Karak, 
the prime minister called at Gfaor 
Safi district within the govenio- 
rate where he discussed agricultu- 
ral problems and announced that a 
special committee will be set up 
to study all requests for the redis- 
tribution of agricultural lands m 
tiie region. 

The prime Himicter and accom- 
panying ministers heard repre- 
sentatives of the local people 
presenting requests, mainly con- 
centrating on tire agricultural sec- 
tor. 

According to the Jordan News 
Agency* Petra, the prime minis- 
ter called at one of the local 
schools and donated JD 1,000 
from his own funds to be distri- 
buted among poor students, and 
ordered that necessary mainte- 
nance work be immediately car- 
ried out at the school. 


Vienna is the most used. 

Th London-based, Lebanese- 
owned Al Hayat said the Soviet 
and Israel officials were planning 
to use Soviet nationals to crew 
Greek-flagged liners sailing be- 
tween the Soviet Union and 
Israel. The newspaper said the 
officials hoped this would help 
avoid an Arab reaction against 
Greece. 

In addition, Cyprus and the 
Soviet Union have recently con- 
cluded two shipping agreements. 

Under the first agreement, 
Soviet seamen are allowed to 
crew Cypriot vessels, under the 
second, the Soviet Union actually 
re-flagged more than a dozen 


blowing up tension in Lithuania.” 
* The message said troops and 
other officials had been sent to 
the Baltic republic without con- 
sultation with Lithuanian author- 
ities and that there had been 
cases of kidnapping — a refer- 
ence to alleged seizure of deser- 
ters by Soviet army officers. 

“Such actions of the USSR 
could be qualified as a continua- 
tion of aggression against 
Lithuania of 1940,” — the year 
Lithuania was annexed by the 
Soviet Union — Landsbergis told 
Gorbachev. 

Many young Lithuanians con- 
scripts have refused to sign up in 
tiie army or have deserted on 
grounds that it is an army of 
occupation, but under a mifitaiy 


Judiciary 

saysno 

names of 

corruption 

‘suspects 9 

received 

By a Jordan Hmes Staff Writer 

AMMAN — The prosecutor- 
general Saturday denied reports 
that the Lower House of Parlia- 
ment had forwarded to him 
names of suspects in cases of 
corruption which were referred to 
him last week. 

In a statement carried by the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra. 
Prosecutor-General Mohammad 
Smadi said the House had refer- 
red to him a “collection of filed 
documents providing initial in- 
formation on corruption cases for 
investigation." 

Smadi said he had no know- 
ledge of any names of suspects in 
corruption cases of any measures 
talrpn against them. 

He said be needed some time 
to study tiie files referred to him 
by the Lower House “in order to 
grasp tiie various aspects of these 
cases.” 

The prosecutor-general also re- 
ferred to the role of the press in 
the affair and said while his office 
recognises the “positive role of 
the press under these circumst- 
ances, it also appeals to the media 
to allow sufficient time for a full 
study on the cases in question 
before further action can be 
taken.” 

Smadi was apparently referring 
to reports in tiie local press that 
several people allegedly sus- 
pected of involvement in corrup- 
tion were banned from leaving 
the country in the past few days. 
Some reports suggested that a 
total of 27 people were implicated 
in the nine cases of corruption 
referred to the proseentor- 
general by the Lower House, 
which held a closed session Tues- 
day and debated the issue of 
corruption and financial misman- 
agement. 

Prime Minister Mudar Badran, 
according to sources, was re- 
quested by lower house members 
during Tuesday’s closed session 
to issue orders banning some of 
the people involved in the cases, 
bnt the prime minister pointed 
out that it ws beyond his author- 
ity to do so since martial law 
provisions have been frozen in 
the country since January. Any 
such ban order should come after 
the due process of the law, he 
tokl the deputies, according to 


vessles in Cyprus. 

Soviet officials at the time said 
the action was taken for purely 
commercial reasons, including ac- 
cess to Western services and 
Western credit. 

Al Hayat said intelligence offi- 
cials from both the Soviet Union 
and Israel made trips to the area 
ports to inspect security arrange- 
ments. 

A Lebanese gronp holding 
Western hostages has threatened 
to attack airports and airlines 
involved in transporting Soviet 
Jews to IsraeL Security already 
has been tightened at Larnaca 
airport in Cyprus, officials said 
earlier this month. 


order issued this week they had to 
turn themselves in by Saturday 

Newly-appointed Lithuanian 
Interior Minister Marijonas Mis- 
iukonis has pledged that all con- 
scripts on the run would be 
offered refuge in two camps in 
the republic, but warned their 
safety could not be guaranteed. 

“If the (Soviet) anny enters 
them, we cannot offer any force,” 
Mishikonis told a news confer- 
ence late Friday. 

Gorbachev has refused to rec- 
ognise the independence declara- 
tion by tbe Lithuanian parliament 
and has made use of new pres- 
idential powers granted him by 
the Soviet parliament this month 
to try to bring the rebel republic 
bade into the fold. 


In the Sabra neighbourhood of 

Mubarak, Assad meet in 
Libya, call for Arab unity 

ROME (Agencies) — Presidents 
Hosni Mubarak of Egypt and 


toe sources. 

Soviets, Israel said planning sea link 


Tension remains high in Lithuania 
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3 killed in Christian fighting 
amid fears of new all-out war 


Arabs resent immigration of 
Soviet Jews — Carter aide 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Rival Christian forces bat- 
tled with howitzers and mortars north of Beirut 
through the night stirring fears Saturday that it 
signals a new round of all-out war in a power 
struggle for mastery of the Christian enclave. 


Police said three people were 
killed and seven wounded in the 
lighting in Kesrouan province on 
the eastern Bank of the Christian 
enclave between rebel Gen. 
Michel Aoun’s troops and the 
Lebanese Forces militia led by 
Samir Geagea. 

The latest fighting raised the 
casualty toll since Aoun moved 
against Geagea on Jan. 30 to at 
least 765 killed and 2,123 wound- 
ed. most of them civilians. 

Both sides accused each other 
of provoking the latest clashes, 
the most serious violation of a 
repeatedly abused March 3 cease- 
fire in the 800-square- kilometre 
Christian enclave. 

The two armies had fought 
each other to a standstill before 
the ceasefire arranged by a three- 
man committee of neutral Christ- 
ian mediators. 

Fears that a new flare-up was 
looming have been fuelled by the 
mediators' failure to work out a 
political settlement to end the 
power struggle. 

Tens of thousands of the esti- 
mated 1 million Christians living 
in the enclave have fled in recent 
weeks because of the fighting. It 
has been the bloodiest confronta- 
tion between Christian forces 
since the civil war erupted in 
April 1975. 

A police spokesman, who can- 
not be named under standing 


regulations, said a large-scale bat- 
tle “appears to be in the offing, 
especially if the mediation com- 
mittee is unable to work out a 
settlement." 

That would mark another se- 
rious setback for an Arab 
League-brokered peace accord 
aimed at ending the nearly 15- 
year-old civil war. 

Syrian-backed President Elias 
Hrawi. elected on Nov. 24 to 
implement the peace plan, has 
not been able to extend his au- 
thority in the Christian enclave 
because Aoun refuses to recog- 
nise him and rejects the accord as 
a betrayal. 

A Christian source close to the 
mediators said, “The gap separat- 
ing Geagea and Aoun remains 
very wide. The mediators haven’t 
been able to bring them closer.” 

The source speaking on condi- 
tion of anonymity, said the com- 
mittee was “convinced that its 
efforts have readied a dead-end, 
but don't want to announce fai- 
lure. They're hoping that a mira- 
cle of some sort might emerge to 
prevent a new wave of violence.” 

Beirut’s independent An 
Nahar daily quoted unnamed 
government sources as saying the 
United States has informed “offi- 
cials that Aoun must step down in 
favour of the legitimate author- 
ity” of Hrawi. 

The report did not elaborate. 


But the United States, like all 
countries with which Lebanon 
maintains diplomatic relations, 
recognises Hrawi as head of state. 

Aoun, 54, considers himself 
the sole legitimate authority in 
Lebanon. 

In September 1988, Aoun, the 
army commander, was named 
bead of a caretaker anhtary gov- 
ernment by outgoing President 
Amin Gemayel before his six- 
year term expired with parlia- 
ment unable to elect a new head 
of state. 

Hrawi, a Maronite Catholic 
like Aoun and Geagea, sacked 
Aoun as army chief and interim 
Prime Minister in November. But 
Aoun has refused to quit either 
post. 

He considers Hrawi's election 
unc on stitutional on the grounds 
that parliament elected in 1972 
before the civil war began, is no 
longer representative of the na- 
tion. 

Aoun rejects the peace accord 
endorsed by parliament in the 
Saudi Arabian resort of Taif in 
October because it does not 
guarantee the withdrawal of 

40,000 Syrian troops from 
Lebanon. 

He considers the Syrians who 
entered Lebanon in 1976 under 
an Arab League peacekeeping 
mandate to be an army of occupa- 
tion. 

Geagea recognises the pres- 
idency and has made cautious 
signals welcoming the Taif 
accord. 

In a separate development 
Sennet officials said Saturday that 
a short circuit was to blame for a 


fire at their Beirut embassy, 
which Lebanese sources said kil- 
led a Soviet diplomat and injured 
three other employees. 

The officials declined to give 
further details of the fire that 
raged for two hours Friday on the 
first floor of the embassy in Mar 
Elias district of mainly Muslim 
west Beirut. 

The blaze broke out a week 
after a Lebanese militant Muslim 
group denounced Moscow for 
allowing mass emigration . of 
Soviet Jews to Israel. 

The pro-Iranian Islamic Jihad 
for the Liberation of Palestine, 
which bolds three U.S. hostages, 
threatened to attack “all airports, 
planes, airlines and offices which 
help in their transport." 

Lebanese security sources said 
the fire caused serious damage. 

Civil defence sources said 
Soviet officials kept them waiting 
for 30 minutes before allowing 
them to enter the embassy after 
the fire broke out. A Soviet 
diplomat was killed and three 
staff taken to hospital. 

Soviet security men and Syrian 
troops barred journalists on 
Saturday from approaching the 
embassy, which is the biggest in 
the country. 

Syria, which has dose ties to 
Moscow, has 40,000 troops sta- 
tioned in Lebanon. Civil war has 
raged in the country for the past 
14 years. 

Shortly after Friday’s fire a 
bomb planted under a car ex- 
ploded outside a shop in west 
Beirut, wounding a girl and des- 
troying several vehicles. 


Kuwaiti e mir urged to delay changing constitution 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait's pro- 
democracy movement issued a 
statement this week urging the 
emir not to change the 1962 
constitution before parliament 
was restored. 

Western diplomats said Satur- 
day die two sides appeared to be 
edging towards a fresh dash over 
the future of parliamentary 
democracy in die northern Gulf 
state. 

The strongly-worded but care- 
fully drafted statement signed by 
a group of 31 former deputies 


also criticised a political dialogue 
with the government. Activists 
said the dialogue had achieved 
little. 

It was sent to the emir. Sheikh 
Jaber A1 Ahmad A1 Sabah, last 
Tuesday and a copy was made 
available to Reuters. 

The former deputies have been 
pressing since late last year for a 
return to parliamentary rule. 

Sheikh Jaber dissolved the last 
parliament in 1986 at the height 
of the Iran-lraq war, citing a 
foreign conspiracy to destroy 


Kuwait. 

The crown prince and prime 
minister. Sheikh Saad AJ Abdul- 
lah Al Sabah, said March 19 that 
wide consultations with Kuwaitis 
showed they favoured a return to 
parliamentary democracy but 
under rules different from those 
for the previous assembly. 

He did not spell out the 
proposed new regulations to gov- 
ernment what in that past was the 
liveliest parliament in the Arab 
World. 

The statement from the group 


Famine deepens in Ethiopia, Sudan 


By Rdd G. Milter 

Associated Press 


NAIROBI, Kenya (AP) — A 
new migration of the damned 
has began in the Horn of 
Africa. 

Once again, as so often in 
the past, (bought and war have 
forced tens of thousands of 
impoverished men, women 
and children from their homes 
in Ethiopia and Sudan in a 
desperate search for food. 

Many will not find it. 

As the United Nations and 
private agencies struggle to be- 
gin long-delayed relief opera- 
tions, more and more people 
are joining the exodus from 
war-torn villages and parched 
farms. 

The United Nations says 
more than 4 million people are 
at risk of starvation in northern 
Ethiopia alone. At least half a 
million more face the same fate 
in southern Sudan. 

Nearly 1 million people 
perished in Ethiopia's last 
great famine of 1984-85, when 
people around the globe 
bought a record album called 
We Are the World and the 
proceeds went to help feed the 
hungiy. 

“We could be looking at a 
repeat of that," said a relief 
agency official in Addis Aba- 
ba, Ethiopia's capital. “If- we 
can't break the logjam soon. 


people are going to start dying 
in numbers." 

The official, like so many 
others involved in ticklish 
negotiations to move food 
through both government and 
insurgent military lines, spoke 
only on condition of anony- 
mity. 

The crisis is getting high- 
level attention. 

‘ In Washington, it was re- 
vealed recently that Secretary 
of State James Baker had writ- 
ten Soviet Foreign Minister 
Eduard Shevardnadze about 
the problem. 

Baker sought a joint U.S.- 
Soviet effort to obtain a cease- 
fire between the Addis Ababa 
government and two insurgent 
armies. 

Many aid officials see that as 
an essential first step in ensur- 
ing the free passage of food to 
the needy in northern Ethiopia 
and ending the recurrent prob- 
lem of famine. 

Whether coincidentally or 
not, Ethiopia renewed pre- 
liminary talks with one of the 
rebel groups in Rome Wednes- 
day and said it would meet 
with the other insurgent group 
in Nairobi next month. 

Meanwhile, a small convoy 
carrying 110 tons of food was 
allowed to pass safely through 
the contested area between a 
government- he Id provincial 
capital and a rebel-controlled 
town in northern Ethiopia at 


midweek. 

The first convoy in the over- 
land relief operation, managed 
by a consortium of Ethiopian 
church groups and supplied by 
U.S. and Western European 
donors, was described as a trial 
ran, but officials were elated. 

Still, they acknowledged 
they would at best be able to 
readi no more than 1 million 
people in Tigre and Wolk) pro- 
vinces and, possibly, the ex- 
treme southern part of Eritrea 
— or about a fourth of those in 
need. 

The Tigre People’s Libera- 
tion Front (TPLF), with whom 
the government reopened talks 
in Rome this week, has con- . 
trolled all of Tigre and much of 
neighbouring Wollo and Gon- 
dor provinces since late last 
year. 

The United Nations began 
appealing toward the 
close of 1989 for 1.1 millioD 
tons of food, most of which it 
hoped to ship to Ethiopia's 
Red Sea port of Massawa for 
distribution inland. 

But just as the first ship- 
ments were arriving in Febru- 
ary, the largest of die two 
insurgent groups, the Eritrean 
People’s Liberation Front 
(EPLF), broke a nearly year- 
long, de facto ceasefire and 
attacked . government troops 
along a 320-kilometre front. 
Within three days the rebels 
claimed the capture of Mas- 
sawa. 


The government, which has 
never acknowledged Massa- 
wa's foil, is reliably reported to 
have retaliated with aerial and 
artillery bombardments that 
destroyed tons of donated 
grain, killed dozens of civilians 
and may have ruined port faci- 
lities. 

Whether the port is usable 
is, at the moment, moot. 

Fighting in and around the 
area has effectively closed both 
it and the only road inland to 
the provincial capital of 
Asmara, which is still held by 
die government. 

United Nations and other 
aid officials say more than 

30,000 people already have 
made die long, dangerous trek 
from their homes in northern 
Ethiopia into neighbouring 
Sudan or to gover n ment-held 
areas in Eritrea, themselves 
perilously short of food. 

‘We can’t really count all 
those already on the move, 
because we don’t have access 
to many areas,” the relief offi- 
cial in Addis Ababa said. “We 
do know this: It’s bad and 
getting worse/’ 

It was hoped that adequate 
food distribution throughout 
the region this year would pre- 
vent the mass migrations that 
occurred in 1984-85, when 
hundreds of thousands of peo- 
ple trekked to ill-prepared 
feeding centres. Malnourished 
and weak, many died en route. 


ATLANTA (R) — The Arab 
World’s concern about the im- 
migration of Soviet Jews to Israel 
runs much deeper than generally 
believed in the United States, 
Jimmy Carter’s Middle East 
adviser has said. 

Just back from a trip to the 
Middle East with the former U.S. 
president, Kenneth Stein, direc- 
tor of the Middle East program- 
me at the Carter President Centre 
in Atlanta, said be was surprised 
at the depth of resentment from 
Arabs about Jews from the Soviet 
Union coming to live in Israel. 

Stein said officiate in Jordan, 
Egypt and Syria “believe there is 
a conspiracy — that Moscow is 
providing the bodies and 
Washington is providing the 
money — and that the United 
States and Soviet Union are 
doing this intentionally to hurt 
the Arabs.” 

“This is a real deep belief that 
there two countries agreed to this 
furtively,” he said. 

Jordanians are “beside them- 
selves because the Jordanians be- 


lieve that these Russian Jewish 
immigrants will settle in the West 
Bank and Gaza and will drive out 
the Palestinians,” he added. 

In that scenario, Palestinians 
currently living on the West Bank 
would migrate to die East Bank, 
inside Jordan, Stein said. 

He refused to discuss in detail 
the meetings Carter had with 
several Middle East leaders, but 
he said Syrian President Hafez Al 
Assad indicated a willingness to 
be more helpful in the Middle 
East peace process. 

“Assad looks at the peace pro- 
cess as a way of bolstering a new 
look with Washington,” Stein 
said. The Syrian government 
will appoint an ambassador to 
Washington next month he said. 

In addition, Assad indicated a 
willingness to “talk about an 
accommodation on the Golan 
Heights’* territory seized by 
Israel. 

He said Syrian officials indi- 
cated optimism about the possi- 
ble release of American hostages 
held in Lebanon. 


U.N. chief hopes to speed 
up W. Sahara settlement 


of former deputies stressed the 
dangers amending the constitu- 
tion “in the shadow of the enthu- 
siasm which surrounds the region 
and the thunderous hurricanes 
sweeping across the world/’ 

“To go ahead with amending 
or replacing the constitution... 
will shake whatever stability is 
left in (our) souls... and open 
doors which we are not certain 
are those of goodness for this 
loyal people and this secure coun- 
try,” the statement added. 


RABAT (R) — U.N. Secretary- 
General Javier Perez de Cuellar, 
speaking Saturday before talks 
with Morocco’s King Hassan, 
said he hoped to speed up a 
settlement of the 14-year-long 
conflict in Western Sahara. Perez 
de Cuellar said on arrival at 
Marrakesh Friday be would “per- 
sonally renew my efforts in the 
region... It is about time to give 
new impetus to this affair which 
has dragged on too long. 

Settlement efforts have made 
scant progress since Rabat and 
separatist Polisario guerrillas 
approved in principle a U.N. 
peace plan in August 1988. 

The plan proposed a ceasefire 
and a referendum to let inhabi- 
tants of the sparsely-populated 
desert area choose either inde- 
pendence or integration with 
Morocco. 

After talks with King Hassan, 
Perez de Cuellar is due to meet 
Polisario leaders in neighbouring 
Algeria. 

The United Nations chief said 


in his statement that the world 
was “going through a stage of 
condliation and peaceful solu- 
tions of problems... Nothing pre- 
vents us advancing and obtaining 
positive and rapid results regard- 
ing the (Western) Sahara." 

King Hassan met Polisario 
leaders in January last year but 
later rejected their demand for 
direct talks to settle details of a 
ceasefire and referendum. 

After a lull of more than a 
year, the guerrillas resumed 
attacks on Moroccan forces in the 
Western Sahara in October last 
year. Polisario wants Morocco to i 
withdraw its troops and settlers 
before the referendum. 

Morocco says it controls four- 
fifths of the territory, with 82,000 
troops stationed along 1,500 
kilometres of defence lines along 
the Algerian and Mauritanian 
borders. 

Polisario says there are 200,000 
Moroccan troops and numerous 
settlers in the territory, and that 

150,000 Saharan refugees live in 
camps in Algeria. 



Four nxflUos people are threatened with starvation in northern 
Ethiopia dne to drought and the on-going civil war. 


Of those who made it, more 
died of disease caused by over- 
crowding than starvation. 

To the west of Ethiopia, in 
Sudan, a similar situation ex- 
ists. 

There, additional tens of 
thousands have been displaced 
in recent months by a 7-year- 
old civil war that already has 
killed an estimated 500,000 un- 
armed civilians. 

A U.N. -sponsored relief 
effort was credited with savings 
thousands of people from 


starvation in southern Sudan 
last year, and a second phase 
of foe project, known as opera- 
tion tifctinc Sudan, is sche- 
duled to start next month. 

But Tuesday, the rebel 
Sudan People's Liberation 
Army (SPLA) objected to foe 
U.N. operation, saying its plan 
for distributing food favoured 
the g o v e rnment. Without spe- 
cifically saying so, foe rebels 
hinted they may try to bait the 
operation . unless the plan is 
altered. 
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HUDDLE EAST NEWS BRIEFS ; 
Iraq calls Arab League meeting 

•TUNIS (R) — The Arab League will meet in Tunis Monday at 
Iraq’s request to counter international criticism of Iraq’s 
execution of British- based journalist Faizad Baiofi. a League 
spokesman said Saturday. Iranian-born Bazoft, who wonted for 
foe London Sunday newspaper the Observer, was “ n y“ted of 
spying for Britain and Israel and was hanged in Baghdad on 
March 15, despite appeals for clemency from Western coun tries 
and the United Nations. Several Arab countries have supported 
Iraq in foe dispute and foe Arab. League, meeting at permanent 
representative level, is expected to make a statement o. sobdariry. 

40 Kurds held after London protest 

LONDON (R) — More than 40 Turkish Kurds were arrested 
after they occupied a Turkish Airlines office m central London 
Friday and threatened to set fire to the building, police said. 
Surrounding streets were cordoned off as police persuaded the 
group to end their occupation, believed to be a protest against 
alleged oppression of Kurds in Turkey. “Police identified a m»i • 
in possession of petrol and matches. He made threats regarding. \ 
possible damage to the building.” a police spokeswoman said. 
Staff in the airline office were released unharmed before police 
began negotiations with foe Kurds. The 46 Kurds, indudfog a 
number of women and children, left foe building voluntarily after 
spending seven hours inside. There wjs no violence, police said. 
Kurds occupied the Turkish Airtmes offices last August but left 
peacefully after talks with police. 

ICRC complains of abuse of emblem 

NAIROBI (R) — The Red Cross complained Saturday font other 
relief organisations in Sudan were flying flags too much like its 
own. President Cornelio Sommaruga of the Swiss-based 
International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) said he “noted 
with great concern allegations of foe misuse of the Red Cross 
emblem in Sudan.” Sommaraga’s statement, issued as he left 
Kenya for Uganda, drew attention to what he called “the 
regrettable practice of some NGOs (non-governmental 
organisations) of using logos and emblems deceptively similar to 
the plain Red Cross on a white field.” He did not name the 
organisations but ICRC sources said one was the Fiends medical 
chari ty Mededns Sans Frontieres (MSF), which uses a white 
on a red background. An MSF plane was shot down with the loss 
of four lives as it. took off from foe government-held town of 
Aweil in southern Sudan in January. The ICRC is involved in 
relief operations on both foe government and rebel side of the 
civil war in southern 1 Sudan. Sommaruga said abuse of foe 
internationally recognised Red Cross emblem “endangered the 
credibility and foe lives of those people rightfully asmg it to 
provide independent, neutral and imparti al help to war victims." 

2 Britons held in Saudi Arabia 

RIYADH, Saudi Arabia (AP) — Two British male nurses are 
under arrest in Saudi Arabia’s eastern province in circumstances 
that are yet unclear,” British embassy officials and other sources 
reported Saturday. The embassy did not identify foe men or give 
any details. But the sources, speaking on condition of anonymity, 
said the arrests took place about a week ago in Aboaiq near foe 
kingdom’s oil capital of Dhahran. The sources were undear ab^: 
the reason for the arrests. Some contended the Britons were 
taking photographs in forbidden areas, others said the men were 
involved in pornographic video deals. An embassy spokesman, 
who cannot be named under embassy rules, said, “we’re in touch 
with the Saudi authorities about the arrests. It is our understand- 
ing that the men have not been charged yet.” Last July, another 
British male nurse was jailed for dealing in contraband pornogra- 
phy. The arrest was not mentioned in the local media. The i«m>i 
procedure in Saudi Arabia for dealing with foreigners in such 
cases is to have them arraigned and tried, and then to deport 
them. There are a number of British male nurses working at the 
British-run Al Fanateer Hospital in Jnbail a petrochemical 
industry centre near Ph ahraA_ . 

Israeli envoy starts Ethiopia term 

ADDIS ABABA (R) — Israel’s new ambassador to Etfeopia, 
Meir Joffe, has presented his credentials to President Mengisn 
Haile -Mariam, following the re-establishment of diplomat^ 
relations between the two countries in November. The official 
Ethiopian News Agency (ENA) said the ceremony took {dace 
Friday. Diplomatic sources in Addis Ababa said earlier this week 
that Ethiopia was planning to open an embassy in Israel later tins 
year, probably in Tel Aviv. The diplomatic sources said that since 
relations between foe two states were re-established, the emigra- 
tion of black Falasha Jews from Ethiopia to Israel had resumed. 

An Israeli official said there were still more than 15,000 Falashas 
i n Et hiopia, mostly living in their traditional homeland in foe 
northern province of Gondar. “We are doing everything wc can 
under a family reunification program me with the full cooperation 
and coordination of the Ethiopian government for those who 
want to come to Israel,” the official said. The official said it 
usually took two to three months to process the papers of those 
Fala sh a s wishing to emigrate, but he declined to say how many 
were leaving Ethiopia. 

Charles on private visit to Tunisia 

TUNIS (R) — Britain’s Prince Charles arrived in Tunis Friday 
night for a private visit which ends on Monday, British embassy 
sources said. The prince is expected to pay a courtesy rail on 
President Zinc Al Abkfine Ibn Ali Monday but has no other 
a ppo intments, they said. Prince Charles is on his way borne from 
visits to Nigeria and Cameroon. His wife. Princess D iana , went 
straight home Friday morning. ’ 

Kuwait plans to build training camps 

KUWAIT (R) — Yugoslavia signed a contract on Saturday to 
build training bases for the 20,000-strong Kuwaiti army, the official 
Kuwait News Agnecy (KUNA) said. It gave no details. Kuwait 
last year ordered an undisclosed number of Yugoslav M-£4 tanks 
in what diplomats described as a debt-settling deal. The tank is a 
Yugoslav version of the Soviet-designed T-72. 
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lamists sidelined in Agriculture 
gineers Association leadership 


m 


Mariam M. Station 

Times Staff Reporter 



Three consecu- 
tenns of domination by 
rists of Jordan's Assoda- 
of Agriculture Engineers 
to end in tbe early hours 
y as a pan-Arab and 
- the Greens — 
six out of nine seats on the 
s executive corn- 

hale b Abu Orabi and 
/Abu Ayash, die 
blob's candidates for 
end vice-presiden- 
were elected along with 
other Green candidates, 
one woman, 
the relatively low 
only 896 of a possi- 
1J24-3 registered voters 
part in Friday’s voting- 
si — association mem- 
nade no secret of their 

;Wfo the decline of econo- 
naorospenty in Jordan, agri- 
cuttzre engineers say that they 
war among the first victims of 
the economic crisis. 

fiting lack of guidelines or 
fraaework to protect their prc- 
feskm and the “hitherto un- 
exdored agricultural potential 
of the Kingdom,” many of 
tie voters called for a drastic 
jpangg ip the administration 
■ad direction of their 24-year- 
Jd union. 

The “Greens” dominated 
he association from 1986 
through 1984 but lost out to the 
Islamists — tbe White Woe — 
since then. Only one Green sat 
on die last executive commit- 
tee, which was chaired by 
Tarek AJ Tel. 

S u pport e rs of the Greens 
and other agriculture engineers 
who said that they were not 
aligned with any bloc cited 
certain policies of the previous 
administrations as factors that 
led to their downfall. 


High unemployment, which 
was described as “slow job 
mobility,” ami die “general 
inactivity'' of die previous ex- 
ecutive committee were cited 
as deterr e nts to reelect die 
White bloc to power. 

The membership fees is JD 
12, but a JD 120 pension plan 
fee must be paid by tbe asso- 
ciation's members to qualify as 
eligible voters. 

“First of all it is unfair; other 
professional associations don’t 
have such harsh stipulations 
when it come to voting eligibil- 
ity,” said an obviously angry 
voter. “Secondly, they have 
put our pension money in the 
Islamic Bank where tbe in- 
terest zu&e is six per cent; 
maybe we don’t like that, but 
they never even consulted us,” 
he said. 

‘The Independents' 

The Green-White differ- 
ences were played up by a third 
bloc, which was established 
only a few weeks before the 
elections. 

The leader of tbe Indepen- 
dent bloc, Akef Zoubi, is a 
former Green member who 
split from tbe Woe which he 
helped lead. Zoubi told the 
Jordan Times that he formed 
his five-member ticket, which 
is a mixture of pan-Arabists, 
Islamist* and one “very tradi- 
tional” candidate, because he 
was “side of the over-pofiticisa- 
tion” of the other Woes. “This 
is no longer a professional un- 
ion but a political arena and I 
think it's time we become more 
concerned with agricultural 
issues,” Zoubi said. 

Insiders say that Zoubi was 
angry that be had not been 
chosen as the presidential 
candidate of the Green bloc 
and h»d objected to what be 
considered the misrepresenta- 
tion of certain political forces 
on foe Green ticket. 


Aid for uprising is 
zakat — general mufti 


AMMAN (Petra) — Tbe general 
mufti Saturday issued a statement 
stressing that donations made to 
support the steadfastness of the 
Palestinian people in the occu- 
pied Arab territories are consi- 
dered as yakar (funds paid, by 
Muslims to help foe poor). 

The mufti. Sheikh lazcddin A1 
Tamimi, said that zakat, an assist- 
ance normally paid to foe poor, 
can be paid to “the oppressed 
Palestinian* who are involved in 
resisting occupation by infidels in 
the hofy shrines in Palestine.” 

Tamimi noted that a special 
zakat fond, set up by the Ministry 
of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs 
which receives the donations for 
foe poor, had been entrusted with 
tbe task of handling donations to 
die Palestinian people involved in 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


The followin g listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
. tbe daily Arabic press. Readers are a dvised to verify the listed 
time and {dace with tbe concerned institutions. 

THE NATIONAL WEEK FOR 
SUPPORTING THE INTIFADA 

* Redial of Palestinian songs at Terrace Hal Interna- 

tional — 600 pan. 

ft BiMiMm. entitled “The Palestinian Uprising fes Photos”, 
d h nl ayia g photos, cartoons, books and posters d q d cting the 
P i V rrt l nien npt*Jng» d the Univ ers it y of Jordan. 

* at JordaWan-Pakstinbm heritage which hKtndes 
costumes, paintings, photos and cassettes of national songs, at 

AI Abbassi Club, Zarqa. 

exhibitions 

■ * Exhibition of photic artists Arfi Al Hamad and Ibrahim Al 
Nabohneh at the Bank Complex. 

■fr Art exhibition by seven Iraqi artists at Abdul Hameed 9uman 
Fo un da ti o n (10 aaa. - 5d0 pan.) 

* Art entitled “Spanish co nt em porary engravings’* at 

foe Royal Cultural Centre. 

*r Art exfcfiritioo by Ahmad Nawasfa at the French Cultural 
Centre. 

* The spring eshflrfttaiofBaniHamida women’s weaving jwoject 

, u ffce ■— » w«mM» House - Jabal Amman, Rainbow Street. 
it hMiiHwi of paintings by Imam Tantawi at Aha Art Cdtaj. 


* Arabic met ptay mfifltd “Mite from ny GrmJmalhtrt 
tw at the Royal Cultural Centre — 4d» ad fctiO pan. 

POETRY RECITAL 

> Arabic poetry reading by AMufidi Mwan «d Mohammad 
Anna util at the Soviet C ult ura l Centre — 6M paa. 

FILM 

•A- f tafere flta entitled “H 1 * a wuodnftd fife” ut the Americas 
Centre — 7:66 pan. 


Jordan Times 

Tel: 667171 


Although the independent 
slate did not win any seat on 
the committee, Zoubi vowed 
to continue the “bmkfing of an 
independent Woe” in the asso- 
ciation. 

The Agriculture Engineers 
Association, like almost aO 
other professional onions in 
the Kingdom, had served as a 
forum for political thoughts 
during the years of martial law, 
when political parties were 
banned. 

Although the Whites never 
had a strong base among the 
agriculturists and apparently 

failed to use tbeir leadership of 

the association during the last 
six years to improve tbe bar- 
gaining leverage of agricultur- 
ists both in tbe public and 
private sectors, they were 
shocked by their defeat Satur- 
day morning. 

Citing low voter turnout and 
the effect of the third bloc in 
the race as reasons for the 
Whites defeat, one White bloc 
campaign manager coukl only 
say, “Next time more people 
will vote and we will be in 


One veteran association 
member disagreed. ’The new 
committee might chan ge some 
of the voting requirements, 
making it less expensive for 
members ot vote,” he sasid. 
“That way more of the associa- 
tion’s 2,000 members may have 
the chance to vote next time, 
and I think they will reelect 
those who gave them the chnnm 
to vote,” he added. 

The new executive commit- 
tee members are: Ghaleb Abu 
Oreibi (president), Moham- 
mad Abu Ayash (vice-presi- 
deot), Kayed Rasbdan, Has- 
sam Halaseh, Ibrahim Abu 
Otedi, ..Karima Ghanem (the 
sole woman), and the three 
Whites on the committee are 
Ghassan Momani. Samir 
Habab and Jihad Abu Mishref. 
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Jordan’s farming 


RAMTHA (Petra) — A sympo- 
sium on agricultural systems in 
Jordan opened at the Jordan Uni- 
versity of Science and Technolo- 
gy (JUST) Saturday with foe par- 
ticipation of specialists from 
JUST and the Ministry of Agri- 
culture's National Centre for Re- 
search and Technology (NCRT). 

The participants will discuss 
field experiments, and will con- 
duct assessments of Jordanian 
agricultural projects and the re- 
sults at the ministry's agricultural 
stations. 

Ministry of Agriculture 
Secretary-General Sami Al Sun- 
na addressed the opening session 
of foe two-day meeting, underlin- 


ing foe importance of agriculture 
in Jordan and urging an increase 
in the production of cereals. 

Sunna also outlined tbe various 
agricultural services which, he 
said, offer great assistance to the 
fanners. 

“Lack of trained agricultural 
workers, lack of proper market- 
ing and pricing systems for agri- 
cultural products are among the 
main problems impeding the de- 
velopment of farming in Jordan,” 
said Sunna. 

The participants will make field 
trips to a number of agricultural 
stations and main agricultural 
schemes in the country. 


Leftists take total control 
of banking, insurance staff 

By Sa ng Atiyeh their votes," Hourani said. presidents — from 1974 to 

Snerial to the Jordan runes He dted *** timin 6 o£ elec ‘ 1984 and from 1986 to 1990 — 

^ ca dons as another reason for the received the highest number of 

AMMAN— All 11 candidates low turnout, saying that many votes with 795. It is expected 
of the leftist “National Woe” of P*?P lc *“* ^9 rctaij> ** presidency 

Jordan Banks and Insurance the Hol y “°? th ° f for *** ne ? **«*■ 

Employees Association 8° on then- trips Hourani said thatthe 

(JBEEA) were elected to the and outings. National bloc had agreed in 

association's general commit- ^ . ass0 ^ tl °J *, P™ P** over the allocation of 

STbut with foe lowest turn- originally scheduled to be seats m the general committee, 

out of voters in foe history of ^ m Janaai y were ^ ost ' but a forma 1 announcement 

S . SSL* pooed for two months because would be made later this week. 

AcTcftfats were cooriinadng The progra mm e. of the 
0T OnhM S fTCQ mrmhers — 35 2 among themselves to ran as “National bloc," which in- 

Of 2 947 eUribie one bloc and because of cases dudes Marxist and nationalist 

Z^J^rZSSi was working on. JBIEA 

showed up at the Opera One- “We were busy with the dc S nd 

ma to cast their votes Friday, demands of the Petra Bank . . -* or n § 

according to one of foe winners employees and their protest; a 

from the “National bloc," we were also busy with foe “ JEW ■ * e 

Yousef Hourani. demands of foe employees of 5^* * 

Hourani, who received 725 £e ^ [e ' «P edll & 4e 

votes told foe Jordan Times «“ „ 

Saturday that the voter turnout y Tbe promises went beyond 

was “disappointingly low, espe- He said that 345 JBEEA foe realm of the employees of 
dally in comparison with other members cast their votes for banks, insurance companies 

associations and union* where the entire list of the 11 candi- and accounting firms, by vow- 

60 to 70 per cent of tbe mem- dates of tbe “National Woe," mg that tbe bloc would fight 

bers take part in the elec- while 85 votes went to foe four for national and union unity 

lions.” members of foe '“Renewal and “accelerate foe straggle in 

One of foe reasons for the bloc.'* Jamal Ayyad received the Jordan Federation of 

low turnout, he said, was tbe 432 votes, tbe highest from the General Labour Unions in de- 
imbalance in foe strength of “Renewal bloc.” The rest of the fence of the Jordanian working 

foe two competing blocs — the 609 votes went to candidates class and its causes.” 

“National bloc” and foe non- two blocs, or vots from In addition to fighting for 

political “Renewal and change both blocs excluded some foe “equality and justice for 

bloc.” candidates from foe respective working women," the 

“The members knew that blocs ’ he explained ' ' ■ “National bloc” programme 

foe National bloc would win This was the first time that a ^° Jo participate in 

anyway because of the history the leftists joined forces in foe the 'national and popular 

and reputation of foe candi- JBIEA election by running in straggle for more public and 

dates' activity in the assoda- foe same bloc rather than com- umon freedoms, and to express 

lion. So many members de- pete against each other. solidarity with foe rauses of the 

pended on that fact without Haidar Rashid, one of foe Jordanian and Palestinian peo- 
bofoering to show up to cast lonEest-reienine association P* e - 


fodc votes," Hourani said. 

He cited the timing of elec- 
tions as another reason for the 
low turnout, saying that many 
people used the last Friday 
before foe Holy Month of 
Ramadan to go on their trips 
and outings. 

The association's elections 
were originally scheduled to be 
held in January but were post- 
poned for two months because 
the leftists were coordinating 
among themselves to ran as 
one bloc and because of cases 
the JBEEA was working on. 

“We were busy with the 
demands of the Petra Bank 
employees and their protest; 
we were also busy with foe 
demands of the employees of 
foe Jordan-Knwait Bank and 
the Cairo-Amman Bank,” 
Hourani explained. 

He said that 345 JBEEA 
members cast their votes for 
the entire list of the 11 candi- 
dates of tbe “National Woe," 
while 85 votes went to foe four 
members of foe '“Renewal 
bloc.” Jamal Ayyad received 
432 votes, tbe highest from the 
“Renewal bloc.” The rest of the 
609 votes went to candidates 
from two blocs, or vots from 
both blocs excluded some 
candidates from foe respective 
blocs, he explained. 

This was the first time that 
the leftists joined forces in foe 
JBIEA election by running in 
foe same bloc rather than com- 
pete against each other. 

Haidar Rashid, one of foe 
longest-reigning association 


West Bank education continues 
in spite of Israeli ‘war* — Nasir 


the uprising. 

“The donations are dwnnelled 
throngh the ministry to the occu- 
pied Arab territories for foe be-, 
nefit of the famili es of martyrs 
and injured people,” Tainimi 
said. 

In another statement, Tamimi 
'said that his office would be open 
during the Holy Mouth of Rama- 
dan to receive requests by mem- 
bers of the public about inter- 
pretations of Islamic law.” “The 
Iftaa council will be meeting dur- 
ing foe Holy Month for tbe pur- 
pose of receiving enquiries and 
replying to them,” Tamimi 
added. 

He said that any in t e rpretation 
of the Islamic laws and regulations 
would be offered free of charge. 



Heads of foe difl aviation authorities of foe four 
Arab Cooperation Council (ACC) member states 


— Egypt, Iraq, North Yemen and Jordan — meet 
in Amman Saturday (Petra photo) 


ACC aviation chiefs discuss links 


AMMAN (Petra) — Heads of 
cavil aviation authorities in tbe 
four-member Arab Cooperation 
Counril (ACC) opened a two-day 
meeting here Saturday to discuss 
matters designed to unify laws 
and regulations and initiate closer 
cooperation. 

Tbe delegates representing Jor- 
dan, Egypt, Iraq and North Ye- 
men win be discussing issues such 
as developing aircraft mainte- 
nance and unified systems for 
airport services as well as foe 
question of considering foe ACC 
as one regional aviation zone. 

Mahmoud Balqaz, head of foe 
Jordanian delegation and 
director-general of foe Civil 


Aviation Authority (CAA), said 
that tile Amman meeting was a 
continuation of those held in 
Baghdad, Sana’a and Cairo and 
whidi resulted in tbe formation of 
sub-committees dealing with 
trade and technical and legal 
affairs pertaining to dvfl aviation. 

“A civil aviation agreement 
concluded at foe ACC summit 
held in Amman last month pro- 
vided a framework for doser 
cooperation and it was hoped that 
foe ACC civil aviation authorities 
would put its provisions into prac- 
tice during 1990, Balqaz said. 

Balqaz referred to major chal- 
lenges facing foe four ACC coun- 
tries, mainly worldwide economic 


developments and the creation of 
giant airline corporations among 
European airlines which, he said, 
will present Arab airlines with 
fierce competition. 

Iraqi delegate Noureddin Safi 
told the meeting chat tbe ACC 
civfl aviation authorities stand to 
benefit in terms of financial re- 
mittances by acting as one inte- 
grated airline company, especial- 
ly when dealing with foreign in- 
surance companies. 

Safi also drew attention to tbe 
prospect of reapmg joint benefits 
from launching integrated p lan* 
in air transport operations and 
facilitating travel of citizens from 
ACC member states. 


U.S. senate move assailed 


(Coatinued from page 1) 

has ignored its own in te re sts for 
so long has opened foe door for 
such resolutions to be adopted, 
and we have to brace ourselves 
for 'more of the same' if we 
Arabs continue along the same 
road of apathy and weakness,” 
Aiar said. 

He stressed that “Arab and 
Palestinian rights cannot and will 
not be restored by .groups and 
institutions that are dominated by 
our enemies." 

Tbe speaker of tbe Lower 
House added that “the Arab 
World has to take a sincere and 
firm stand against those who 
make a mockery of the Arabs' 
strategic interests and legitimate 
Kpirations.” 

Several other members of foe 
Lower House also condemned 
the American Senate’s move. 

Amman Deputy Fans Nabulsi 
said those senators who voted for 
the resolution were dearly pro- 
Israel and opportunists, but 
“more importantly perhaps they 
are after political and financial 
support from foe Jewish lobby in 


the U.S. in preparation for con- 
gressional elections in Novem- 
ber.” 

Nabnlsi, a member of foe 
Democratic bloc in the Lower 
House, said that those senators 
who endorsed the resolution 
should be boycotted by the Arab 
World “to the extent that it 
should be made dear to them that 
their presence on Arab sofl in foe 
future is most unwelcome.” 

Nabulsi said European and 
other world parliaments should 
be contacted immediately, either 
bilaterally or through foe Arab 
Parliamentary Union, to expose 
die U.S. Senate’s resolution in an 
attempt to reverse it. 

Deputy Taher AI Masri ( Am- 
man), a former foreign minister 
who now heads the House Fore- 
ign Affairs Committee, said that 
this was not foe first time that the 
U.S. Senate had tried to “impose 
such a step on tbe U.S. adminis- 
tration and to change the status of , 
Jerusalem.” He said that foe 
adoption of the resolution at this 
time was a “grave mistake and 
shows that the U.S. Senate is 
taking a very hostile measure 


against Arab countries.” 

He added that he did not feel 
that such a move was in the best 
interests of foe U.S. and that he 
hoped that the U.S. administra- 
tion wookl not consider adopting 
such a resolution. 

Islamist Deputy Laith Shbeilat 
said that the endorsement of tbe 
resolution by 84 out 100 U.S. 
Senate members only “proves tbe 
deep animosity and bias that foe 
U.S. has towards Arabs and Mus- 
lims.” He said that foe U.S. was a 
“province of greater Israel” and 
that such a resolution comes as no 
surprise. 

He lamented that many in foe 
Arab and Islamic world still had 
faith in tbe U.S., saying that it 
was obvious that the U.S. in- 
tended only to “enslave and con- 
tain them as third dass citizens on 
this planet.” 

He said' that he saw no other 
way except to fight “We have to 
fight on all fronts and the U.S. 
wfli have to change their cher- 
ished values that have proven to 
be nothing but double standards 
and hypocrisy.” 


AMMAN (Petra) — Despite the 
closure of Arab universities in foe 
occupied territories at least 40 per 
cent of the total number of stu- 
dents graduated over tbe past two 
years, according to Bir Zeit Uni- 
versity President Dr. Hanna 
Nasir. 

“The universities are going 
through a long process of prepar- 
ing foe rest of foe students for 
graduation after providing them 
with the required courses,” foe 
expelled university president said 
in an interview in a Jordan Tele- 
vision programme entitled “En- 
counter.” 

Nasir, who was appointed pres- 
ident of Bir Zeit University in 
1972, was expelled by foe Israeli 


Exhibition 
opened on 
weather 
equipment 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Meteoro- 
logical Department Saturday 
organised a two-week exhibition 
displaying equipment used in 
weather-forecasting operations to 
mark World Meteorology Day. 

The exhibition, held at the 
department’s headquarters in 
Marka, was part of activities to 
highlight the work of the depart- 
ment and that of foe World 
Meteorological Organisation 
(WMO), according to depart- 
ment Director Ali Abanda. 

In a brief speech, Abanda out- 
lined foe importance of weather- 
forecasting in relation to various 
natural disasters and said that 
storms, floods, snow blizzards, as 
well as spells of cold and very hot 
weather were considered natural 
causes for disasters and are all 
closely connected with weather 
forecasting. 

“Such matters as preparations 
against expected natural disasters 
and first aid, relief operations and 
warnings to the public constitute 
part of the meteorology depart- 
ment’s task,” Abanda noted. 

Ministry of Transport and 
Telecommunications Secretary- 
General Mo hammad Sma rK deli- 
vered another speech emphasis- 
ing foe role of trained staff and 
foe availability of modern equip- 
ment for efficient weather fore- 
casting. 

The WMO started activities 
and was recognised as a special- 
ised agency of the United Nations 
in 1951, aiming to improve foe 
exchange of weather information 

and its applications. 

The organisation has a 36- 
member executive committee, . 
which meets yearly to prepare 
studies and recommendations for 
the WMO congress, supervises 
foe implementation of resolutions 
and regulations, informs mem- 
bers on technical matters and 
offers advice. Jordan is a member 
of the WMO which is based in 
Geneva. 


authorities in 1974 and since then 
has been conducting his affairs 
from his office in Amman . 

“Arab universities in foe occu- 
pied lands do not serve only as 
educational institutions, but 
rather as social development cen- 
tres where local leaderships are 
created,” Nasir said in the inter- 
view conducted by Rami Khouri, 
former editor of foe Jordan 
Times. 

“The Israelis regard these uni- 
versities as centres for building 
foe Palestinian nation and for this 
reason they declared war on 
education, describing it as a cri- 
minal action,” Nasir added. He 
said that students pursue their 
studies privately outside foe uni- 


versities, but if caught, they are 
punished by foe Israeli author- 
ities. 

Nasir, who served as member 
of foe executive committee of tbe 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) for five years, said tbe 
Palestinians pursue education 
while maintainin g their straggle 
against occupation “because this 
is foe only means for ensuring 
survival." 

Nasir described the intifada in 
its third year now, as the 
“greatest movement ever under- 
taken by foe Palestinians” and 
said that “resistance activity is 
highly organised and covers all 
parts of the occupied territories.” 


NATIONAL NEWS IN BRIEF 


Cabinet endorses AESC decisions 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Council of Ministers met Saturday under 
foe chairmarehip of Deputy Prime Minister and Interior Minister 
Salem Masa'deh and decided to endorse decisions and recom- 
mendations taken by the 43rd session of the Arab Economic and 
Social Council (AESC) held in Cairo last month. The council also 
appointed Gfaazi Libbadeh as director of foe appliances depart- 
ment at the Ministry of Finance and member of foe board of foe 
Postal Savings Fund for a force-year term representing the Ministry 
of Finance. 

Ministry sets Ramadan working hours 

AMMAN (Petra) — Employees and teachers at the Ministry of 
Education and Higher Education offices will work during foe 
'month of Ramadan from 9:30 a.m. till 2:00 p.ra.. according to a 
decision announced Saturday by Minister of Education and Higher 
Education Mohammad Hamdan. Tbe decision also defined work- 
ing hours for employees at the education departments from 8:30 
a.m. until 1:30 p.m. and those working at schools from 8:00 a.m. 
Tbe decision limited the dass period to 40 minutes, and foe break, 
which is usually after foe thud dass, to 20 minutes. 

Abu Taleb meets French air chief 

AMMAN (Petra) — French Air Force Chief of Staff Lieutenant- " 
General Jean Fleury met in Amman Saturday with Armv Chief of 
■Staff Fathi Abu Taleb and reviewed the situation in the Middle East 
region in general and issues of common interest to Jordan and 
France in narticular. Tbe French general later called at the Martyrs 
Monument and renewed the displayed items featuring the develop- 
ment of foe Jordanian Armed Forces since tbe Great Arab Revolt. 
Flenry arrived in Amm an Friday evening on a several-day visit to 
Jordan during which he will also tour a number of military 
positions. 

Exhibition opens on heritage 

ZARQA (Petra) — An exhibition on Jordanian-Palestinian 
heritage was opened Saturday at Al Abbassi Gub in Zaiqa. The 
exhibition, opened by the head of foe Public Committee for 
Supporting the Intifada in Zaiqa, includes various costumes 
representing dries and villages in Jordan and Palestine, paintings 
depicting the local environment, photos of martyrs of the intifada 
and cassettes and tapes of national songs. 

Bio-climatic architecture under review 

AMMAN (Petra) — Tbe Royal Scientific Society (RSS) today 
hosts a special symposium on Uo-dimatic architecture in coopera- 
tion with the Italian Soft Energy System and the Egyptian Building 
Research Corporation. Representatives of various ministries, 
public organisations, engineering offices ^nd factories in Jordan are 
expected to take part in foe two-day meeting. 

Sharia, fiqh- debated in Jeddah 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Orphans Fund took part in the meetings 
of the Islamic Fiqh (jurisprudence) Council, held in Jeddah, 
Arabia, from March 14 to March 20 to discuss several issu e s and 
foe Islamic Sharia (law) concerning them. Director-general of the 
Orphans Fund Abdul Salam Al Abbadi, who represented tbe Fund 
in Jeddah's meetings, said that tbe meeting took a number of 
decisions pertaining to transplant, surgery, test-tube babies and 
Islamic real estate funding among other issues. 
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For prompt action 
on Senate resolution 

THE U.S. Senate's resolution on Jerusalem Thursday does 
not only contravene U.N. and U.S. isolations and policies 
on the Arab-lsraeti conflict, hot also contradicts itself, in 
both substance and form. 

The U.S. senators, who signed the resolution “acknow- 
ledging Jerusalem as the capital of Israel” did not under- 
stand, or chose to ignore, that such measures will not help 
the peace process, nor win it contribute to recognising the 
U.S. as an honest broker in the Middle East, 

This is what exactly might have been on the minds of the 
American legislators who sponsored the resoiatkm in the 
Senate: to torpedo all recent UJS. at t e mp ts to bring the* 


and their future in the area. 

The hn pmjf used in die resolution n otwith s t anding, it is 
obvious to us Hmt the intuition behind issuing the resolution 
was neither to reassure Israel, nor to help die Bush 
administration in its efforts to bring about peace in the area. 
The whole attempt has been orchestrated to let Israel off the 
hook. Just exactly when pressure on the Jewish state was 
starting to produce results. 

Apart from considering congressional elections in the 
U.S. in November as a possible explanation for foe Senate 
vote, we have little precious information on which to base a 
judgement on the situation that led to the resotntUML. 
Analysis of the work of die Jewish lobby and its interaction 
with mainstream American politics should take the backseat 
for now, however. What is important for onr purposes in 
the Arab World is action, first to stop die resolndon from 
being also adopted by the House of Representatives and 
fooght by the adminis tration, and second to make the Senate 
understand the consequences of its irresponsible resobitians. 

The Arab World cannot possibly afford to remain sBent In 
the face of such blows to its integrity and interests. There 
has to be something that the Arabs can do to counter such 
threats, both individually and collectively. What action is 
needed to nip the Senate resolution in its bod, we cannot say 
in a few words. What can be said Es that there has to be a 
concerted effort by onr governments and parlia ment s and 
peoples to counter the new threat from Capitol Hill. Onr 
politicians, parliamentarians and institutions have to be 
brainstormed Ant possible retaliatory steps against the UJS. 
Senate and posribly die whole U.S. Congress, and then the 
necessary steps have to be translated into solid actions that 
can actually save us all from the impending tragedy that 
awaits qs. 


JORDAN PRESS EDITORIALS 

UNDER THE title “partners in responsibility," A1 Rsl Arabic 
daily on Saturday welcomed Prune Minister Mudar Badran’s 
three-day tour of the southern regions of Jordan as a favourable 
response not only to the King’s directives but also as a means to 
meet the needs of the people in the drought-stricken regions of 
Jordan. The paper said that the tour was part of an ongoing 
prooess of democracy and a way of maintainin g open channels of 
communication between government and people to work together 
towards progress and construction. There is no doubt that the 
democratic atmosphere that presently prevails in Jordan encour- 
ages such a dialogue, but it should be noted that the government 
does not possess ready made solutions and sufficient means to 
imptementplaiis that would enable the people to overcome foe 
present difficulties and problems, foe paper noted. It said that foe 
prime minister’s tour is bound to open new avenues of coopera- 
tion between the citizens of Jordan and their government, as both 
sides are partners is sharing responsibility.' It said that the people 
in foe three gove morales should act as responsible citizens, taHno 
part in finding solutions not serving as people with mere requests 
awaiting others to find solutions for their problems. 

A columnist in A1 Ra’i daily notes in Saturday’s edition that 
Jordan’s apprehension of Jewish immigration into Palestine is 
justified because the only result of such immigration b further 
delay in peaceful solutions and no withdrawal of Israeli forces 
from foe Arab lands occupied since 1967. Jordan is also 
apprehensive that such immigration would end up with a massive 
exodus of Palestinians who wifi be forced to leave Palestinian land 
in Jordan which, as Israel claims, should serve as a 
substitute homeland for the Palestinian people. Faked AJ Faaek 
notes. Therefore, he adds, such immigration const i t u tes a (Greet 
threat to the Kingdom and calls for effective measures to counter 
the move, the writer stresses. Fanek proposes a nine-point p lan 
with which to counter the Zionist moves: He calls for e nhancin g 
the Palestinian uprising which be considers as the first defence 
line for Jordan, a world-wide campaign supported by various 
friendly organisations to highlight foe danger inherent in foe 
immigration programme, urging Arab Co mmuni st parties to 
exercise pressure on Moscow to halt foe immigration, a serious 
attempt to convince Washington of the dangers inherent in 
Israel’s plans, urging foe Soviet media to highlight the uprising in 
Palestine, emphasising Jordan's independent and sovereign state, 
placing restrictions to prevent an eviction of Palestinians from 
Palestine to Jordan, and calling for an Arab summit to chart plans 
for a counter move. 

Sawt A1 Shaab daily commented on foe start ofinvestigations into 
foe case of leaking parliamentary deliberations on foe issue of 
corruption to foe press. The paper said that it was natural for a 
country living through democracy to see foe fourth estate, foe 
press, revealing aspects of the issue to the public since the 
question of corruption is a matter of concern to all citizens of 
Jordan and foe Kingdom's destiny. The paper expressed hope 
that the probe would not divert foe parliament from its original task 
of revealing foe identity of those responsible for foe Kingdom's plight 
and those responsible for the corruption. Hie paper said that the 
deputy who leaked some i nfo rmation to foe press should not be 
regarded as a traitor and there is no need for setting up a committee 
to disclose his identity. But, it said, some kind of action can be taken 
internally that would ensure the secrecy of the future meetings of the 
Lower House of Parliament 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


Economic adjustment is a natior 


EFFORTS to put foe national 
economy on the right track is 
an awesome task that could not 
be finished within a relatively 
short period of time. It is a 
hardship that needs commit- 
ment and persistence, until sta- 
bility is restored and results 
achieved. 

Jordan is one of foe rare 
countries that made up its 
mind very soon after foe eco- 
nomic crisis hit. The country 
adopted coherent adjustment 
programmes and put them into 
effect with the minimum of 
delay. 

Only Jordan was able to 
reverse the sharp economic de- 
cline, stabilise the situation 
and finalise re-scheduling 
agreements with creditors in a 
record short period of time. 

However, we should have no 
illusions that foe problem is 
now behind us, or that every 


thing is going back to normal 
very soon. Lots of hardships 
and even sufferings are still 
lying ahead of us. 

In order for us to persist and 
push-on with our programme, 
without hesitation, we have to 
know and be convinced that 
the economic correction prog- 
ramme is not meant to secure 
the rights of creditors, or to 
squeeze the people and starve 
them in order to save foreign 
exchange for debt service. 
Rather, the programme is 
needed for foe best interest of 
the Jordanian economy and 
foe Jordanian people. 

Of course shortages of fore- 
ign exchange may hurt the 
creditors, but it will hurt the 
economy and cause shortages 
in food, raw materials and 
other necessary imported 
items. We witnessed the begin- 
ning of such situation daring 


foe six months following foe 
crisis of October 1988. What 
we have seen then is nothing 
compared to the consequences 
of economic collapse, when the 
production comes to a stand 
still due to lad: of imparted 
input 

Thanks to foe swift measures 
and policies, that foe government 
started in April 1989, the fore- 
ign exchange situation eased, 
and is now under control. 

Creditors wiB not get repaid 
unless Jordan first satisfied its 
own baric needs. Without cor- 
rection we cannot pay the cre- 
ditors; and without correction 
we cannot meet the basic needs 
of the industry, agriculture, 
families, and the Armed 
Forces. 

The creditors know that Jor- 
dan cannot pay them bade dur- 
ing the coming five years, and 
that is why they agreed to 


reschedule debts, and give 
Jordan a grace period to re- 
arrange its own house. 

For at least five years, the 
fruits of correction will be 
reaped by the people and the 
national economy. After that, 
it depends. If we recover fully 
and achieve a surplus in our 
balance of payments account, 
we shall resume repayment of 
the principal, and our indebted- 
ness will start to decrease. If 
not, the creditors win have no 
alternative except to give ns 
another grace period, and roll 
over their debts for more 
years, provided they are con- 
vinced that during foe first five 
years we did all that we could 
to reasonably rectify our eco- 
nomy and eliminate distor- 
tions. 

However, I do not believe 
that in five years Jordan will 
become a surplus country in its 


international trade. The 
imum target is to'redua 
deficit and cover part o 
gap. 

Therefore, it is quite ob 
that foe current five year 
rectum programme is sok 
foe benefit of foe people 
foe creditors. If we dc 
adjust we shall find onn 
usable to import food, 
material, ad, sparep 
machinery, etc. 

Although many polit 
raised their voices again 
programme in foe name 1 
people, and, by doic 
gained some publicity 
popularity, yet every 
knows, by now, that 
politicians had no v 
alternative programme 
were unable to prove fo 
objectives of the progr 
are not desirable in foci 
right, irrespective of wi 


NATO ponders the surreal — ‘enemy’ troops 


By" Nicholas Doughty 

Reuter 

BRUSSELS — NATO is facing 
the surreal prospect of having 
thousands of “enemy” troops sta- 
tioned on its soil — and even of 
paying for some of them. 

With German unification 
seemingly just around foe comer, 
harassed officials at NATO head- 
quarters on the outskirts of Brus- 
sels are trying to answer the 
following question: 

If a united Germany is a mem- 
ber of the Western alliance, what 
happens to thousands of Soviet 
troops stationed on East German 
territory, die frontline of an in- 
creasingly ragged Warsaw Pact? 
Will they, and their unclear 
weapons, stay on? 

And what will happen to the 
East German army, once the 
pride of the Eastern bloc 
alliance? 

“It may sound crazy, but we 
may have a situation where 
perhaps the heaviest concentra- 
tion of Warsaw Pact troops is, at 
least for a time, stationed on 
NATO territory,” said one offi- 
cial. “Germany may even have to 
pay for some of them.” 

The irony is not lost on officials 
here who work for an organisa- 
tion that spent four decades mak- 
ing sure that no Warsaw Pact 
soldier set foot on alliance terri- 
tory. 

The four World War II allied 
powers — the Soviet Union, the 
United States, Britain and France 
— are discussing these questions 
with the two Germanys in the 
so-called “two plus four” talks. 
Four of those six countries are 
NATO members. 

Moscow has rejected NATO’s 
demand that a single German 
state should be a member of the 
Western affiance, even though 
NATO has said it would not 
station its own troops in what is 


now East Germany. 

But the Soviet Union has also 
indicated that it could not with- 
draw all its 380,000 frontline 
forces from East Germany im- 
mediately, NATO officials say. 

“The Soviets have nowhere to 
put them and their families, there 
is a chronic bousing shortage,” 
said one official. “Thor economy 
cannot cope with the strain just 


now.” 

“Keeping at least some of them 
there for a while would ease the 
Soviet burden, help their security 
concerns a tittle and would be a 
useful face-saver for Moscow,” 
be added. 

Since East Germany paid much 
of the cost of keeping Soviet 
troops there when it was a hard- 
line Co mmunist state, it seems 


increasingly likely that a united 
Germany will have - to bear at 
least some of the costs in the 
future. 

Although NATO envisages a 
Soviet troop presence in Ger- 
many for only a “transitional 
period” — a view recently en- 
dorsed by Secretary-General 
Manfred Woemer — no one 
seems quite sore how many will 


stay and how long that tn 
al period will be. 

NATO has 400,000 ti 
West Germany, which pa 
of the costs of keeping 
combat troops on its sc 
means that a united C 
could be in the position o 
to keep troops from two c 
military affiances. 

The Soviet forces in E 


\NH\IE SOVIET CITIZENS FORM PAJZTIES, 
YOU CUNG TO STAR WAPS 



ISKT TttEPE A TIME WHEN WE CAW , 
STOP SEEIN& THEN! AS A THREAT?/ 



WHILE. EAST EUROPEANS BUILD VoTl 
BOOTHS, Vou BUILD S-Z BOMBERS 



when they all Register 
as republicans 

\ 
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Lena 


To the Editor: 

RECENTLY during the last hard rain in Amman, in foe middle 
of a bleak, dark night, a young woman named Lena, gave birth to 
her fourth child, a girt. Most women are happy to be relieved of 
their nine month burden, but Lena with great misery and sadness, 
dreaded the birth of her child. 

The day after Lena’s beautiful healthy, blond baby was bom, 
Lena’s mother-in-law came to the hospital, but not to pay a social 
visit. Lena's mother-in-law came to take the little bundle home 
with her. Lena did not go home with her baby, but instead went to 
her father’s house, now her home, empty-handed. 

As she opened the door to her once again home, there were no 
young children to happily greet her. Her three young sons who 
would normally have shared with Lena the joy of a tittle sister 
were also not there. Four beautiful children who Lena had loved 
aod cared for bad been erased from Lena’s life. No more could 
they find solace in Lena's welcoming arms. No more would they 
be comforted by Lena's beating kisses, for they were now in their 
father’s custody. 

Lena is a sweet, gentle, attractive woman. She is bashful and 
quiet. It is hard to understand why her husband divorced tier, but 
much cause for her divorce came from a hostile mother-in-law, 
jealous sisters-in-laws and an apathetic husband. Added to this 
was ber belligerent mother who always took Lena’s oppression as 
an excuse to vent ber hostilities against Lena’s in-laws. Since 
Lena, her husband and children had all lived with Lena's in-laws, 
life was a continuous straggle for survival. Lena's sweet disposi- 
tion was no match either for ber husband’s family or her mother. 

Lena spent the last months of her pregnancy in ber father's 
boose serving her mother tike a maid. Her mother would 
non-chalantly go out visiting white Lena was left to do the 
housework and the cooking. Humiliated by divorce and deeply 
sorrowed by the loss of her children, Lena must now sit at home 
and wait for some miracle to relieve ber of the drudgery of ber 
present situation. Can such a person ever find happiness in any 
possible future marriage fearing that any children she might bear 
will also be taken away from ber? 

Meanwhile, her mother’s vengeance has been wrought at 
Lena's expense. Lena’s husband is none the worse for his divorce 
for be was looking fair a wife before be sent Lena packing. Lena's 
in-laws with an already large family will have just one more month 
to feed with another baby. So who cares? But Lena cares. Her 
small children care, mid what about foe tiny new life that was 
brought into the world? Can anyone’s touch or love compare to 
Lena’s? Truly divorce is the destruction of a sacred institution. It 
is a home breaker and a Kfe wrecker and those hurt most are 
mothers and their children. 

E. Yaghi 

Amman 


Muttn’ Jeff 


•'MUrtfTHE NERVE OF 
MY BOSS/ I’Ll. CALL 
HIM OP AND TELL 
HIM A THING OR 
TWO/ 


’NT 


HELLO, MR. BL0TZ/ 
THIS IS JEFF/- 
I*M CALLING VtoU UP 
JUST To GIVE YOU 
A GOOD PIECE OF 


OUST BECAUSE MXJ RE 
THE BOSS YXJ THINK 
YOU CAN BULLY 
ME AROUND/ - 
WELL/ZOU CAN'T/ 


[-AND FURTHERM 
| ^00 CAN TAKE > 
JOB AND STICK 
IN THE ASH Cft 
YOU oldfathe# 



Andy Capp 




Peanuts 


GOOD GRIEF, 

! ANOTHER HOME RUNI, 
THIS IS OUR WORST 
GAME EVER] _ 
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"IF THE HEART OF A MAN 
15 PEPRE55ED WITH CAREi 
THE MIST IS PlSPELLEP 
WHEN A WOMAN APPEARS 
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Le Jourdain 
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Ramadan: mois spirituel socialise 

Encore quelques jours et 
nous y sonunes. Ramadan 
est derridie les portes... II 
arrive. Mercredi ou jeudi, 
on change dlioraires de tra- 
vail, de repas et de bon 
n ombre d'autres habitudes 
pour s’accommoder avec les 
rites du mois saint. Une 
toute autre atmosphere va 
envahir le pays, avec des 
rues qui se vident entre six 
heures et huit heures le soir; 
des fonctionnaires pares- 
seux le matin; des bus des 
6coIes qui axrivent un peu 
tard et des ma gasrns ouveits 
une partie de la nuit. 

Les relations sociales 
s'activent par le biais des 
banquets de “foutour” tra- 
ditionnel, tons les soirs. Les 
plats et les patisseries “ramadanjens”, notamment les 
“kataef \ vont rdapparaitre et retrouver leurs marches. 
Mais d’ores et ddjiL, on craint comme les amides prd- 
cddentes des hausses de prix, suite aux ddpenses 
alimentaires excessives attend ues dans les semaines 4 venir. 

Mois de jeftne et de sacrifice, Ramadan s’est en effet 
transform^ an fil des ans en un mois d’abondance et de 
gaspillage. Pour les riches, c’est'le moyen de s’exhiber et de 
se rassasier de tout. Pour les pauvres, c’est une occasion de 
manger & leur faim, car le ieste de Fannie est “Ramadan” 
jour et nuit. 

Crise dconomiqne 
et traditions 

II est peu probable que la crise dconomique, que traverse 
le pays, puisse modifier des habitudes prises depuis de 
longues anodes. Certes, des gens vont essayer de rdduire 
leur consommation et d’dconomiser. Mais ils vont assez 
vite se rendre compte que leur marge de manoeuvre est 
dtroite, s’ils veulent se conformer aux obligations sociales 
et aux traditions. Mais Ramadan ne se resume pas 
settlement & coup de fourchette. C’est aussi one ambiance, 
des prifcres et des rites. Les visites et les reunions d'amis 
autour de la table offrent autant d’occasions de parler de 
tout et de rien: actuality et affaires de corruption, questions 
politiques et sociales, plaisanteries, affaires personnelles et 
affaires tout court. 

L’ouverture politique que connait notre pays depuis 
-quelques mois va certainement marquer Ramadan 1990. 
Ddputds, partis et personnalitds politiques vont en profiter 
pour se manifester et pour regrouper partisans et allies au 
coots de longues soinSes. 

Dans le mdme temps, le mois saint, lui, se voit 
graduellement vidd de son oontenu spirituel. Exemples: 
pour diminuer l’effet du jefine pendant la journde, on 
augmente les quantity de repas ie soir etavant la pridre de 
1’anbe; pour “supporter 11 , plus fadjement les “soyffiances” 
qu’il provoque, on rddint les horaires et" les' taches^ 
professkmneJs jDe nomtireux dossiers s’en trouvent repor- 
ts. Et l'on entend le refrain habituel: «Venez aprfes 
Ramadan*; enfin, la tdldvision s’efforce de presenter ses 
‘ineflleurs” programmes, films et feuilletons, pour dis- 
traire le public. 

A rorigme, Ramadan dtait congu comme une pdriode de 
sacrifice, d’endurance et d’austdiitd, qui rapproche, ou 
plutdt rappelle 4 l’homme musulman les valeurs spirituel- 
les. 

Aujourd’hui, fl-semble que nous nous sommes beaucoup 
dloignds de cette 'definition. Peut-dtre ferions-nous bien d’y 
rgfldchir, et de re venir aux sources, sous une forme adaptde 
& notre dpoque. 


Vous Scrivez? 


Si la plume vous d^mange, que vous ecrivez en fran- 
gais.- “Le Jourdain” vous ouvre ses pages hebdomadaires. 
Vos idees de sujets, locaux et rdgionaux, comme vos 
suggestions, y sont les bienvenues. 

Abun Baton, French section, Jordan Times. PO Box 6710. 
T&: 667171. 


'345 millions de dollars de b§n6fice en 1 988 

Faire rimer tourisme avec 
rentree en devises 

Confronts A une sfrieuse crise dconomique, le Un sector d&ormais consid£r£ comme «vitab> pour 

royanme hachlmite tente de stimukr son tourisme. assurer an pays ses ntossaires rentr&s de derises. 

«Nous tenterons, au cours des 
trois prochaines anodes, de doub- 
ler nos revenus touristiques, esti- 
mds en 1988 4 345 millions de 
dollars, soit 16% des renames en 
devises de la Jordanie*. Le mmis- 
tre du Tourisme, Abdel Karim 
Kabariti, ne pent fitre plus dair. 

Le sectenr, dont fl a la charge, est 
lucratif. Et crise dconomique 
oblige, fl faut qu’il le devienoe 
encore pins. 

Pour rdaliser ce pro jet plutdt 
ambitienx, le nunistre estnne de- 
voir encourager le sectenr privd 4 
assumer one phis grande respon- 
sabflitd dans le ddveloppement 
d’une activity, ddsormais cod- 
siddrde comme «vitale» poor 
Fdconomie du pays. «Le tourisme 

vivent 4 l'dtranger] reprdsentent laxs, assort: par le nrimstfere, la de cetfie unmigration et le brmt minimise I’unpact des exigences 
nos prindpales ressources en de- Royal Jordanian (RJ) et fait autour de la question a Fdt- jslamistes. *fls se sont caotono&s 
vises*, soubgne-t-il. En dair, le I ’US AID. Au para v ant, 1’Etat rangier les out d6j4 ddcouragds*, jusqu’4 maintenant dans des pris- 
nrims tfere a ddadd de «sontenu> assumait seal cette fonction, avec assure l’on des qnarante agents - es de positions plntdt thdoriques 
ouvertement les investissements une enveloppe Hmitde a 100.000 de voyages jordaniens. Selon lui, et ne semblent pas disposes 4 
du sectenr privd, «qni a ddmontrd dollars. les fotdgristes jouent un idle toot adopter des mesures concretes 

quH dtait phis capable* que le aussai dissuasif, en faisant cam- • afin dlmposer leur point de vue», 

gouvem ement dans la promotion Obstadcs pagn*e contre les boites de nuit et remarque-t-fl . 

du tourisme, selon les propres les lienx cT amusement. Ces der- ^ potfe-parole des 20 dhis de 

tennes d’ Abdel Karim Kabariti, Mais les efforts des a ntoritfe triers sont «m6cessaires pour atur- ^ Frtees musul- 

qui a par afllenrs annoncd an risqnent de se hcnrter Sl one cr ka; touristes, notamment ceux T .atif Arabiyate ex- 

ddbut de la semaine la Creation conjuncture plntdt difficile et aux des fuys do GoLGe», insiste-t-il. p j iqn< L ^ ^ parT qu ’ en 
<Tun Consefl pour le ddvdoppe- nSserves, Anises 4 phnaeurs re- Sons, l’influence des d^ut6s isla- auddwlopperoeiit 

mcnt du tourisme (CDT). prises par les mouvemeots fbn- misters, le gouvenaement de de pjndiistrie touristiqne*, la 

Le CDT est ainsi fbnn£ de damentalistes musulmans. Re- Moudlar Badrane a ainsi intcxdit Omfr^rie jnsiste sur la n£cesal£ 
repr£sentants d'organismes pri- sponsables et agents du sectenr en jai^vier le service de boissons de conserver * nnc image 
v£s, dont des propridtaires privd craignent en effet que les alcool is£es k bond des avioos de La de la Jordanie. «L*es- 

(Thdtels, d’agences de voyages, tensions r^gionales, en regain de- RJ. Une mesons, qui selon la scnticl n’est pas de faire de 1’ar- 
amsi qne de respomables de la pais rimmigration massive des compagnie, entrainera un man- mais ^ pr6seivcr ^ 

compagnie adrienne natfonak et juifs sovifitiques en Israfil, toot qne 4 gagner annuel de 5 millions ct j a ^ pa y S » i lache- 

de l’Agence amdricaiue de d£ve- comme l’influence croissante des de dollars. t _g A savor le con tenu que 

loppement international religieux conservateurs dans le Tout en sonlignant qne le slo- lesFrtires entendent donner 4 ces 
(USAID). Cest Ini qui prendra pays, tenrissent rimage cte stabili- gan «.f ordanie: un havre de s£cnr- yaleare 

en charge la promotion touristi- t£ de la Jordanie ct dinrinuent par it£ et de stability* constitue le 

qne du royaume hadrfmite, sur la consequent Tafflux de touristes. «capitid le plus promotiomidL* du 

base tTun budget de 500.000 dol- «Les £ventuelles rdpercussions touiisime national, M. Kabariti Sand Battar. 



kwnisne jfadaaka. 

de (xtte immigration et le bruit 
fait autour de la question 4 l’&- 
ranger les oat d£j4 d£coaiag£s», 
assure Pun des qnarante agents 
de 'voyages jordaniens. Selon hri, 
les fotdgristes jouent un idle toot 
anssai dissuasif, en faisant cam- 
pagn>e contre les boltes de nuit et 
les lienx cT amusement. Ces der- 
niers sont «n6cessaires pour attir- 
er ka; touristes, notamment ceux 
des f»ys du Golfe*, insiste-t-il. 
Sons- l'influence des d£put£s isla- 
mistets, le gouvenaement de 
Moudlar Badrane a ainsi interdit 
en jaiivier le service de boissons 
alcool k£cs 4 bord des avions de la 
RJ. Une mesuie, qnd selon la 
compagnie, entrainera un man- 
que 4 gagner annuel de 5 milli ons 
de dollars. 

Tout en sonlignant que le slo- 
gan «J.ordanie: un havre de sdenr- 
itd et de stability constitue le 
^capital le plus promotionneU du 
tourist! oe national, M. Kabariti 


minimise L’impact des exigences 
tslamistes. *fls se sont caatoon&s 
jusqu’4 maintenant dans des pris- 
es de positions plutdt tbdoriques 
et ne semblent pas disposes 4 
adopter des mesures concretes 
afin dlmposer leur point de vue», 

remarque-t-il. 

Le porte-parolc des 20 £his de 
P association des Frferes musnl- 
mans, Abdel Latif Arabiyate ex- 
plique pour sa part qn'en *d£pit 
de son soutien au d6vetoppernent 
de l'industrie touristiqne*, la 
Confr6rie insiste sur la n£cesat£ 
de conserver «nne image 
d£cente» de la Jordanie. «L’es- 
sentiel n’est pas de faire de 1’ ar- 
gent, mais de preserver les tradi- 
tions et la dignitd du pays*, lache- 
t-fl. Reste 4 savoir le contenu que 
les Fr&res entendent donner 4 ces 
valems. 

Saad Hattar. 


Corruption 

Mosuf affaires devantia justice 

Six jnges, investis des ponvobs de procureors g£o£r- 
anx, tmt entain£ bier twe s&ie dTnvestigationsjndiriaires 
relatives A neuf affaires de corruption remontant au 
goovemement de Zdd Rifai. Qnatre jours settlement 
apr&s leur examen par la Cbambre des dtputtis. 

Chose promise, chose due. l£es, la “vente” de passeports et 
Cheval de bataille de la plupart la commande de six Airbus A-320 
des candidats pendant la cam- par la compagnie alrienne 
pagne ties Elections legislatives de Rationale RoyaL Jordanian. 


Univ&rsitds de Lyon, du Yarmourk eld’ Amman 

Veirs plus de cooperation 

Le vice-pr£sident de l f nntversit£ frangaise Lumiire 
Lyon II et le directeur de son dSpartement d’&odes 
arabeit aebirent aojoord’hni une risafte d f une semaine en 
Jordaiaie. Une viate de travail, qm a donnd Hen A la 
signature de deux projets de cooperation avec les 
nnivei\tit£s du Yarmouk et de Jordanie. 


novembxe dernier, la tatte contre 
la' amuptiori ausein dePappardl 
d’Etat est entrte bier dans sgi 
phase active. Neuf cas out 6t6 
confi6s par le minist4re de la 
Justice 4 six juges, agissant en 
quality de pzocuieuxs g£n£ranx. 

Les magikrats oat £t 6 charges 
cTenqufiter sur les £ventueUes 
suites judkaaires 4 donner 4 ces 
affaires, confbnnfiment an voeu 
exprim£ mardi par la Cbambre 
des d£put£s. Les pariemeotaires 
s’etaient en effet prononc£s, 4 la 
suite d*vm vote 4 buis dos, pour le 
transfert 4 la justice de neuf 
dossiers, contenus dans un rap- 
port de la commission des Fi- 
nances. 

Panni enx, figure la vente sec- 


Lesi autorit£s ont cependa nt 
d£menti veodredi les informa- 
tions rapportles par la presse 
locale, selon lesqudles 27 peraon- 
nalit£s politiques ou du monde 
des affahes seraient dtdes comme 
suspect es dans les diffcrents 
documents et auraient £t£. pour 
certaines (Tentre elles, prices de 
ne pas quitter k territoire nation- 
al. Le mmistre de la Justice, 
Youssef Moubaydin, a cependant 
affirm* que toutes les personnes 
impliqn£es dans des crimes de 
corruption seront poursurvies et 
condannkes. 

Les neuf dossiers d’ores et d£j4 
tends 4 la justice pourraient par 
ailleurs ne reprfeenter que les 


r4te et Hlirite du tiers des reserves p re mi ers cFune longue bste. Us ne 
en or dn Tr6sor en aottt et sep- constituent en effet que Pun des 


tembre 1988, sons k gouverne- 
ment de Zeid Rifai. Les antres 
cas iustruits coucement plurieurs 
projets, alknks sans offie d'ad* 
judication, teDes les ctmstrnctions 
dn pare d’aUraction de Jubcdba, 
dn complexe immobOier d’Abu 
Nuseir, on encore de la prison de 
Swaqa. Sent ^element dping- 


cinq grands chapitres dn docu- 
ment de la commission par- 
lementaire des Finances, exanrin* 
mardi par les d£put£s. Cest dire 
l'dtendue probable dn scandak. 
D’ autant qne k rapport convre 
peu ou prou tons les grands pro- 
jets dn royaume, ces derm&res 
amkes. (D’aprfts agences et JT) 


MGssio<i‘l accomplie. Arrives en 
.JprdamV fc 17 maxs pour d tnefier 
ks oppor tumtts de cooperation 
avec -tai fi jcult£s du Yamionk et 
de Jordapile, le vice-prudent de 
l’lmiversit^! de Lyon' H, Alain 
Bony, ec le directeur de son 
ddpartemeat d’ltndes arabes, 
Joseph Dichy, reprennent au- 
jotud'bui ile: chenrin de la France 
avec en pciche deux protocoles 
(Taccord. 

«Ces memorandums pr&voient 
ootammemt; de conrtes visites 
mutueHes de> responsables de nos 
etabtissemem ts respcctife et des 
^changes (Tcmsdgnants de plus 
longue dar£te», pr£rise Alain 
Bony. Object if de cette prenriire 
phase: pennettre dans un deux- 
idme temps aux trois university 
d’envoyer dies dtndiants en 
France et cm Jordanie. 

«Nons prdvoyons de tear prop- 
oser des count d’6t£, ou m£me de 
ks intdgrer, ixmr des pdriodes 
variables, dans les cursus nor- 
maux. Avec la ' possflrilit* de faire 
valider ces wyages dam kurs 
cycles d’dtudet!*, ajoute-t-iL A 
Lyon, ks jeune; s Jordaniens pour- 
ront ainsi £tre accueflHs, soit an 
Centre international d’6tnde dn 


frangais (CTEF), soit directement 
4 la foarifi*. «0» accords de- 
vraieiit Strfe' firiafisfe en 1991, 
.pooisuit.. Joseph Dichy, quand 
seront n£gl6s les prqbkmes de 
financement*. 

L’idde de ces ^changes muver- 
sitaires avart £t£ dvoqude cks 
1989 par k president du Yar- 
mouk, puis par son homologue dc 
Fimiversit* dc Jordanie k Amman 
quelques mois plus tard, lore de 
lean passages dans la capitale de 
la region Rbdne-Alpes. En con- 
tact *troit avec la lifigjon depuis 
de nombreuses ann£es, via 
notamment la Maison de rOrient 
M£diterran£en, I’universit* de 
Lyon a sant* sur l’occasion. 

Une occasion, qui devrait d ’ail- 
leurs se tradnire dgakment pour, 
les cheidwtus frangais par une 
cooperation arch£ologique avec 
runiversit* de Jordanie. «H s’agit 
d’un ambitieux programme 
(Tdtnde exhaustive des ch&teaux 
francs et musulmans du royaume, 
qui devrait s’ftendre sur 10 ou 15 
ans et mettre 4 contribution 
d'autres oiganismes, tel FUNES- 
CO», sonfigne Alain Bony. 

A. R. 


Bloc. Hmt deputy jordaniens ont form* mardi denuer Hm? 
gronpement politkpie 4 la Cbambre, sous le nom de okx 
ind*pendant”. II s’agit du quatrkme mouvement cree depuis 
Sections kmslatives ck novetnbre 1989. Les autres formations sont ie 
Bloc islamistc des Frtres musulmans, le Bloc nationaliste et ie 
Regroupement d*mocratique. 

Devises. Le gouverneur de la banque centrale a annonc* lunch 4 
Amman , que les reserves en devses du royaume atteignent actuellc- 
ment la soumte de 380 milli ons de dollars. Mohammad Naboulaa 
notamment preds* qu’elks «6taient de 500 millions de doDars fin 
ddeembre* et que cette bafese 6tait due 4 «Tacqufttement par la 
Jcodazrie, 4 partir du ddbut de I’annfie, de ses engagements 
financ iers, confonn£ment 4 I'accord condu avec le Cha b de L on-- 
dres».-La dette jordanienne 4 1’dgard de ce dernier , qui regroupe ks 
prindpaux cr*anders priv& du pays, s'*I*ve 4 1,1 milliard de dollars. 

Airbus. La Royal Jordanian (RJ) a pris Irvraison lunch du premier des 
six Airbus A-320, qu’elk avait conimandy au consortium europecn 
Fan denuer. La compagnie a£rienne nationale dn royanme devient 
mw la premiere du Moyen-Orient 4 6tre 6quip6e d’un tel fqjparai. 
Oiente d’ Airbus depuis 1986, la RJ exploite d*j4 six A-310 et s est 
engagge 4 acheter dnq A-340. Sekm Airbus, la compagnie jordanien- 
ne compte utiliser ses A-320 pour £tendre sa desserte do Moyen- 
Orient et du Golfe, ainsi que pour di versifier ses liaisons avec 
F&rrqw. 

Foods Le Consefl ^administration dn Fonds national 

palestinien (FNP) s’est rfuni vendredi 4 Bagdad pou r 6t udkr 
notamment ks nwyens de soutien au soulfevement dans ks territocres 
occupy. Le president dn FNP: Joweid al-Ghossein: a 6galement 
prfcent* nn rapport sur ks mesures 4 prendre pour combler k deficit 
du Fonds, dO au retard des pays arabes dans le r&glement de leurs 
contributkms financkrcs. Au sonunet d’ Alger, en 1988 ces denriere 
s’6taient engages 4 verser une aide d’urgence de 128 nriffious de 
doUare 4 l’OLP et one assistance memuelle de 43 millions en faveur 
de lTntifada. M. al-Ghossein avait recenrinent ukfique que ce soutien 
“n’apas d£pass* ks 150 millions de dollars” cm 1989 et que seuls cinq 
pays (Arable Saoucfite; Koweit; Emirats; Irak et Ubye) “honorent. 
r6gulierement kurs engagements finanriers”. 

Message. Yasser Arafat s’adressera “prochain ement” aux Isra£- 
liens par le canal de la television jordanienne capt£e dans 1’Etat 
h£breu, a annonc* le padfiste israefien Abbie Nathan dans one 
interview pubtiee lundi par “Davar”, fc quotidieii de la centrak 
syndicale H is tadiont. Selon M. Nathan, qui a r£cemment 
rencontre ks dirigeants de 1’OLP 4 Tunis, Yasser Arafat ponrrait 
prononce r on discours chaleureusemeut padfiste 4 l’adresse de 
l'opinion israeiienne. II devnut notamment mentiomier “qu’il est 
temps cTabattre ks mure de la haine et de la guerre”. Sous-titr* en 
hebreu, ce discours sera dtfhaS dam |e cadre cTune emission 
sp£tiak de la JTV. 

Patriarche. Mgr Torkom Manougjan, preiat amkmen de nationab- 
t6 ankiicaine, a &£ elu jeudi patriarche de Jerusalem. Mgr 
Manougian remplace 4 ce poste Mgr Y^faiche Derderian, dec*de k 
kr f6vrier dernier 4 1’ige de 83 ans. Le patriarcat ann6nien de 
Jerusalem compte environ 10.000 fiddles, repartis entre Israel, la 
Vilk Sainte, les temtoires occupy et la Jordanie, oh vivent environ 
60% d’ entre enx. 

md^>aidance. Les pays de (a Commnnante £cononrique europee ne 
(GEE) ont salu* jeudi l’accession de la Namibie 4 l’independance et 
reaffirme leur “volonte de fournir leur assistance an futur developp- 
ment econonriqne et social” dn nouvd Etat, n* dans la nuit de manfi 
4 mercredi denriere. Un Etat d’ores et d*j4 rcconnn par de nombreox 
pays, dont les Etats-Ums et la France. Paris a notamment invite dds 
meroedi k prerident nanribkn Sam Nujoma 4 parturiper au proefaain 
somroet franco-africain, qui se tiendra en juin 4 Vittel (Est de la 
France). 

Ekcrions. Quelqne 7,6 millions de Hongrois sont appeks 4 se 
rendre aux times aujonrcThui, pour les prankres elections legisla- 
tives fibres organises dans le pays depuis 40 ans. Ils ont 4 durisir 386 
d^mtes pared ks.candidajs.de douze parts. .Sekm les obsetvateure, 
le scrutin devrait d£boucher sur la formation ' d’une coalition de 
centre-droit poor succeder au gonvernement actnel, (fizig* par les 
anriens oommunistes convertis au sodafisme depuis Fantonme. Le 
basculement 4 droite, s’fl se produisait, serait k denxkme dn genre, 
apihs la victoire dimanche dernier en RDA de PAlliance pour 
FABemagne; coalition soutenne par Ie parti dn chanceber ouest- 
allemand Helmut Kohl. 

CoOabo. La justice frangaise a ouvert mercredi 4 Paris une enqndte 
pour crime contre Fhumairite 4 rencontre de Retie Bousquet, 80 ans, 
qui frit secretaire general de la police nationale sons [’occupation 
nazie. Des associations de deporty ou d'enfants de d£porty lui 
reprodient d’avoir concouru 4 la rafle dite du “Vel dTriv” en juiflet 
1942, au corns de laquelie 13.000 juifs, dont 4.000 enfants, furait 
arrety .par ks autorites frangaises puis Im* aux nazis, qui ks 
deporterent dans les caznps de concentration. Trcntc d’entre eux 
seulemcnt survecurent. E 2979, Bonsqnet avait 6t€ contraint de 
ckmissionner dn consefl d’administration de la banque dTndochine et 
de Suez 4 la suite d’ accusations lancees cks cette epoque par l’avocat 
“chasseur de nazis” Serge Khusfeld. 

ContraL La sodet* frangaise ETPM, fifiak du grotqje GTM- 
EntrqxKe, vient de recevoir de la compagnie natkmak de p6trok 
iranienne (NIOC) nne kttre (T intention poor la reconstruction du 
terminal petroficr de 17k de Khaig, k plus important du monde. 
Situ* dans k nord dn Golfe Persique, il avait £t£ detrait au coots de 
la guerre irano-irakienne. Les travaux, dont Ie montant s’6kve 4 230 
mflUons de dollars, (kvrontetre executes en 24 mens en collaboration 
avec nne entreprise iranienne. 


for all your: 

Packing, 

Air Freight Forwarding, 
Customs Clearance, 
Door-to-door Service, 
Ticketing and 
Reservation needs, 

please call: 

AMIN KA WAR & SONS 

Abdel Hamid Sharaf Street 
Shmeisani 
P.O. Box 7806 
Amman. Jordan 
Tel. 604676, 604696 



The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

istQrcle, Jabal Amman, near 
ANiyyah Girls School 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 

p.m. 

6:30-Midnight 

TeL 638968 



THE IUIC 

YOU TRUST 


TOP QUALITY 
HOUSEHOLD 
APPLIANCES 


SHHA IS ANI AMMAN 


TEL 604671 


MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 
Chinese Flaming pot is available 

Take away mvmttmbki 

Open daily 12:00- 15-30 
18:00-23:30 

WadiSaqra Road- near Traffic 
Bridge 

Amman, Jordan 

K Tel: 661922 / 


LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 

CALL SOHA 
AT 

* |DQP|DQ 

Saudi Real Estate 
687821/22 


' CHEN’S s 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Btirbequefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 

p.m . 

6:30 -Midnight / 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Servick 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

* JUMBO photo 
abm 30 % burner 


• From onlmrpm~ 
un met 20 x 30 cm 

Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 



Q EAS*| 

rjERN 

packingI | 

DOOR-TO-DOOR SO 
INTERNATIONAL FOKVi 
AiR &. SEA FRF.nr 

R VICES. 
Larding. 




TEL: 621 775 FAX : 656 270 
TLX: 23 0 23 POB: 815 408 

AMMAN-JORDAJ'J 


FIRST CLASS IND1AM 

MfllMIMlT 

Special Executive LunchiB ona 

T^eawayservla-i 

available 

Open Daly 1230-3.30 pi it 
7.30-11.30 pi n 

After the Philedelphla He riel 
Towards 3rd elide 


Tel: 659519 659520 


Oryx Band & 
Oriental Belly-dancer 
Nariman Abboud 

Forreeervatfon 


The First Class Hotel In 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room-.! 


IIAItOTEL 

llrrS«|i|l= 


Amman - Tel . 668 1 93 
P.O. Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Exoatriates and 
Businessmen 


! - yss.'^y. 


Heure d’6te 

La France 

n’en vent plus 


Depuis une dizaine d’an- 
n£es, ks Europdens ont p>ris 
l’habitude d’avancer lenrs 
montres d’une heure au d£but 
de l'dtd, pour profiter phis 
kmgtemps de la Inmkre du 
Sdeil et, done, faire des 6co- 
nonries cT6aergk. Un proedd* 
simple et astudenx, qui semb- 
Iait dtre passd sans difficult* 
dans k mode de vie de cbacun. 
Ett pourtanL.. 

Le gonvernement frangais 

s’apprfoe k detnander k la CEE 
cT examiner la suppression de 
rheme <rdtd, dont fl frit I’hfi- 
tiateur. Une ddcision prise sur 
la base (fun rapport ftabfi par 
une ddputd sodafiste, Sdgoldne 
Royal, qui sonfigne ks nom- 
breux inconvdmeats susdtds 
par ce changement d’horaize. 

A son avis, une partie im- 
portante de la population fran- 
gaise p4tit plus qn'eDe ire pro- 
fite de Hieure d’dtd. Ainsi des 
enfants, des agriculteuxs, des 
travaflkrtrs matinaux et des 
personnes flgdes. D’antre part, 
k rapport estnne que les dco- 
noories d’dnergie provenant de 
cette mesure sont aujourd’hui 
devenues contestables avec le 
ridvdoppement du nuddaire 
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Philippe Noiret, acteur europ6en 1989 


n a commence sur les planches 3 y a 40 ans et toarn£ 
101 films. En traite ans de 3 a campy nne fonte 

de personnages. A 59 ans, Pactenr frangais Ph3ippe 
Noiret vient d’etre sacr6 “acteur europfen de Fannie 
1989”. 


N6 en 1931 dans le nord de la 
France, Philippe Noiret n’avait 
rien du proffl de comediefl. U 
s’est lancg dans ce metier, parce 
qu’il ne savait rien faire d’antre. 
«J'6tais un cancre renvoye de 
tous les lyc£es, se souvient-il. 
Trois fois recall au baccalaurfiat! 
n me fallait done trouver on 
em-Moi n'exigeant pas de di- 
i Artiste done! Ne sachant 
ni 6crire, ni peindre, iri sculpter, 
j’ai choisi la conrfdie*. 

Apprenti-actear k 20 ans.il 
rtjussir k se faire engager au 
Theatre National Populaire du 
prestigieux Jean Viiar. D y restera 
8 ans. A jouer les barbons, la 
plupart du temps. Au rythrae de 
10 heuxes par jour, 11 mots sur 
12. « Ce fut une 6 cole formidable, 
quri m'a laissd le souvenir d'un 
accomplissement, d'un 6pa- 
nouissement*. raoonte Noiret. 

II a 25 ans, quand commence 
pour lui 1'aventure ctntfmatog- 
raphique. D toume alors dans 
*La Pointe court e» d'Agn&s Var- 
da, 1’une des rdalisatrices pre- 
cuiseur de la “nouvelle vague”. 
Quatre ans plus card, il conquiert 
le grand public avec le person- 
nage cocasse de “Tonton" dans 
«Zazie dam le Mltro* de Louis 
Malle. 

D&s lots, il enchalne film sur 
film: *Th£r£se Desqueyroux* de 
Franju (1962); «La Vie de 
Cbateau* de Rappeneau (1965); 
"Alexandre le Bieoheureux* 
d'Yves Robert (1968), qui en fait 
un savoureux epicurien campag- 
□ard. Il interpr&te ensuite le p&re 
tourmentd d'un fils menrtrier 
dans "LTlorioger de Saint-Paul* 
de Tavernier (1974), puis on 
magistral dans «Le luge et F As- 
sassin ». du m&me rdaiisateur 
(1976). Ce dernier lui confie en- 
core le rdle du Regent, homain et 
sans illusion, dans «Oue la Fete 
Commence* (1976). 

Sa performance, au c6t£ de 
Romy Schneider dans «Le Vieux 
Fusil* d'Enrico, lui vaut le Cdsar 
du meflleur acteur en 1977. Le 
talent multiforme de Noiret re- 
dout {’attention bten au deli des 
frontiires bexagonales. Le maga- 


zine am6ricain “Times” va ainsi 
jusqu’d le prodamer «mcfllear 
acteur du monfr** la mime 
ann6e. 

Les rfialisateurs Grangers eox 
aussi se toument vers lux. B 
toume pour Litvak dans «La Nidt 
des G6n6raux» et pour de Sica 
dans «Sept fois Femme*. Hitch- 
cock Fengage pour «L’Etau*, 
Cukor pour Wustinc*, Ferrari 
pour «La Grande Bouffe*. 11 joue 
encore dans *La Families de Soo- 
Ja et dans «Les Lunettes d’Or* de 


Montaldo. 

Ses deux derni&res apparitions 
k l'6cran out encore fait mouebe. 
Qu’3 s’agisse de «La Vie et Rien 
d ’Autre* de Tavernier ou «Qne- 
ma Paradise* de l’ltalien Torna- 
tore, dans lequel il campe un 
vieux projectionniste dans une 
petite ville de Sidle. 

Noiret raffole des persoimages 
fragiles. Quant & son metier, 0 
estime que sa difficolte reside 
dans la recherche entre une cer- 
taine confiance en soi et le doute 
odeessaire pour raster lodde. «La 
virtuosity ne doit jamais dloigner 
de Fessentid, qui est la verity du 
spectacle, l’6motion, la sinedr- 
it&*, insiste-t-«l. 

Camille Hfrisson. 
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Plus de 75% de sa population viten ville 

La France, pays de citadins 

Revolution industrieUe oblige, la France a comm en deux 
aides des mutations d£mograpluques d’une ampleur 
exceptionnelle. Nation rarale an XVUIe si£de, efle est 
devenne on pays de dtadins. Hus de trois Frangais sur 
quatre habitent anjoard’hui dans les vOles. 


“Arafat, 

un destin pour la 
Palestine” 


Une nouvelle biographic du 
| num^ro un de l’OLP vient de 
paraltre en France aux Editions 
RenaudcL Ecrit par Rlmi Fav- 
i ret, jouroahste de rhebdomsi- 
daire 1 frangais “Le Journal dtu 
Dimanche”, le livre, intitule 
i “Arafat, un destin pour la 
Palestine”, retrace ITristotre riu 
conflit isra61o-arabe k travers 
cefle du leader de Is centraJe 
palestinieune. 

Cette «&range 6pop6e d’un 
fils de marchand de frotnajgcs 
de la banheue du Caire, happy 
par un destin national*, rdvdle 
un bomme ^secret, pudiqwe, 
qui parle plus volontiere du 
fracas des nations que de ses 
sentiments*, assure Fault sur, 
qui n’a pas r6sist6 au “mjfthe 
Arafat”. Son r£dt mfele en 
effet souvent k I'histoire de 
l'homme, la I6gende qu’en 
racontent ses compagnons de 
route. 

R6mi Favret d&nontre par 
ailleurs qu’ Arafat, «monstre 
cynique* pour les Israelite ns, 
«pfere de la nation, respects et 
aim6» pour les Palestiniejos, a 
eu raison de s'entdter. D a 
d’abord forc6 les pays ai abes, 
puis la communaute intvrna- 
tionale, & reconn aitre :,’i des 
degrds divers les droits- l£gi- 
times du peuple palesf.inien. 
(D'aprds agences) 

“Arafat, on destin poor In Patcs~ 
tine’' de Rfiotf And. IM. Re- 
Baudot (323 pages). 115 flraoa. 



En deux cents ans, la France n’a 
pas seulemeot changd. Elle s’est 
radicalement transformde. Sa 
population a non seulement 
double, passant de 28 millions k 
quelque 56 millions, mais elle a 


La rubrique de Bavia Romero 
Ballade da temps jadls 

Are, Egeria! 

Je reprends le nZcit de ma ballade au nord du pays. Aprhs 
Umm-Qais, Umm-el-Jemal. Tits vaste caravanserai! en 
pierre noire, oh les presences des gens, qui y ont habit£, 
sdjouraiS ou siraplement transit^, reviennent, imptrieuses, 
se faire sentir. 

Je m'assois sur une pierre, appuye le dos et ferme les 
yeux. La place est peupl6e de mille visages, bruns et aigus 
des Y6m6nites, Stranges et myst^rieux des NabatSens, pais 
des Caucasiens, des Mongols, des Romains, des Byzantins, 
des Chinois, des Indiens, des Bedouins, des Arabes, des 
Parthes... 

Les dromadaires blathrent. D y a mille bruits et mille 
odeurs. On dchange des nouvelles, on discute sur le prix de 
mille objets merveilleux, qui viennent de loin; bijoux, 
parfums, apices, armes, soies, cosm6tiques. Les chameaux 
s'abreuvent, les homines vendent et achhtent, font des 
affaires, s’aiment, se disputent, se s6parent k nouveau, 
dans cette place qui est point d'arrivge et point de depart. 
Combien de r€ves, d'eqxnrs, d’attentes! 

D me faut faire un grand effort pour me Ub6rer du passd, 
qui est si present. Je m’efforce d’ouvrir les yeux. Hy aun 
troupeau de dromadaires dans Fence in te. jfi me semble 
qu’ils sont difiKrents de ceux qu’on voit g6n6ralement en 
Jordanie. Bien qu’ils n'aient qu’une bosse, ils ont pourtant 
toutes les caract6ristiques br6vilignes des chameaux et le 
poil plus clair. 

II y en a deux, tous blancs et minuscules, qui viennent de 
n aitre. Je tends ma main, avec un biscuit sec. Les adultes 
sont inti^ressds, mais ne s'approchent pas assez pour 
1'attraper. J’aimerais sentir teurs museaux, doux et chauds. 
Je suis bdtement imprudente, car les dromadaires peuvent 
mordre et ils ont de grosses dents. Mais le moment est si 
magique, que les bhtes doivent s'en rendre compte et ne me 
feraient jamais de mal. Poor cette fois encore, j'ai conserve 
mes doigts. 

A contre-coeur, je quitte la place. 11 est tomb6 une petite 
pluie et tout est mouillg. Entre Umm-el-Jemal et Azraq, il 
y a des failles d’ean souterraines qui ne sont pas trhs 
profondes. Le sol, done, se sature trfes vite. On a 
[’impression de rouler sur un maiticage. Je suis sur le haut 
plateau et, par la pluie, chaque grain de sable se lib&re de la 
poussihre impalpable qui le recouvre une grande partie de 
Fannie. Et brille de I’^dat propre h la roebe k laquelle il 
appartiem. 

C’est une symphonie de vibrations, qui deviennent 
lumihre et couleur. Des pourpres, bruns, rouges, jaunes, 
bleus, dans un paysage peint k Facquatinte. Quel orienta- 
liste a jamais su faire vibrer ses couleurs de faqon telle k 
rendre la mSme intensity de lumihre, en plus toujours 
changeante avec l'instant qui passe? Lours tristes 6tendues 
jaunStres sont infiniment ermuyeuses, k mon avis. Peut- 
fitre seuls les impressionnistes auraient pu donner, un peu, 
Fidle de ce que cette lumidre signifie dans ce pays. 

Je me suis engouffr^e, tete prerai&re, k la vitesse de la 
lumihre, dans toutes ces couleurs qui deviennent photons, 
6tincelles, ftoiles. Pourquoi fume-t-on du hashish, boit-on 
du vin, pour se sentir ivre? 11 suffirait de s’ouvrir, de se 
laisser alier aux suggestions de la nature. Est-ce comme ga 
que la sensibility extreme des grands mystiques leur a 
donn6 la force de dire et de vivre leur v6rity? 

Assez pour aujourd’hui, j’ai la main fatiguye. Vale, 

Egeria! 


ygalement vu sa rypartition g6og- 
raphique se modifier profondem- 
ment. A Forigine de cette evolu- 
tion: les migrations massive* des 
Frangais vers les centres urbains, 
provoqu&s par la revolution in- 
dustrieUe du siftde pass6. Une 
involution, dont les effets se font 
encore sentir aujourd’hui. 

Ces mouvements de population 
de la campagne vers la vi'Ue ont 
contribuy k donner au pays une 
allure que oe reconn aitrait plus 
aujourd’hui le Frangais de 1789. 
Notamment le Parisien. Sous la 
Revolution, Hie de France (au- 
trement dit la region parisienne) 
ne comptait gu6re plus de 1 J 
million d’&mes. soit moins de 5 %r 
de la population nationale. Au~ 
jourd’hui, quelque 103 millions 
de Frangais s'y entassent. Au 
point d’en faire la region la plus 
peuplde de lliexagone. 

£>eux cents ans ont soffit pour 
multiplier la population de ce ‘ 
secteur geographique par hint. 
Un record national, dfl notam- 
ment au prodigieux ddveloppe- 
ment des activities adramistratives 




Pyrenees, qui avec 2 millions 
d'ames en 1789 6tait alo rs la plus 
peupldes de toutes, n'oci ape plus 
aujourd’hui que le huiti'ime rang 
national. La Bretagne, •••He, a vu 
sa population augm(:!nter de 
moitie seulement, passn.nt de 1,8 
million sous la Revolution k 2,8 
millions en 1989. 

Cest par ailleurs < ians deux 
regions du centre de la France, 
qu’on observe les progressions 
demographiques les p lus faibles. 
L’une est 1'Auvergne, qui affiche 
1,3 million d'habitants, soit un 
gain de 100.000 seuler nent en 200 
ans. L’autre est le Li mousin, qui 
se retrouve pour sa j:«ut presque 
au mfime niveau • qu’en 1790: 
730.000 habitants, au lieu de 
710.000. 

L’evolution demc *j{raphique de 
ces deux regions ill 1 astre la meta- 
morphose du pays.. La France, 
qui etait une nation rurale au 
XVnie siede, es.f; devenue, A 
I 1 ins tar de ses voisir ries. une nation 
urbaine. Au point de compter 
desormais un nom.bre de citadins 
(☆) superieur in 75% de sa 
population totale . 

Le phenomenc: le plus specta- 
culaire h cet 6gai d reste la croiss- 
ance des grande ss villes, qui de 
nos jours d6bord lent largement de 
leurs li mites cr Mtununales pour 





La Maison des Bani Hamida 


Cest en 1985 que Forganisa- 
tion humamtaire americaine. 
“Save the Children", soUkate 
les femmes de la tribu des Bani 
Hamida pour organiser et 
dfcvelopper le commerce de 
leurs tapis. 

Aujourd’hui, 587 bedouin es, 
nSparties dans 12 villages du 
Mont Bani Hamida h 75 km au 
sod d’ Amman, filent, teintent 
et tissent La laine de leurs 
moutons. Il faut en moyenne 
un mots et denn pour fabriqner 
un tapis, le tissage propremen t 
dit ne durant qu’une qmnzaine 
de jours. 

Toute la matifere premiere 
est locale, k (’exception des 
teintures qui viennent des 
U.S.A., et offirent, par conse- 
quent , un yventail de couleurs 
trfts large et moderne. 

Cheque village s’est dotd de 
deux supervisees qui font le 
Hen avec !’6quipe d’ Amman. 
Une dquipe de sept persotuies, 
qui gftre les stocks et les com- 
mandes, partidpe k la creation 
de nouveaux designs etaccueil- 


je les clients dans “la Maison 
de Bani Hamida.” D’abord in- 
stalls darys les locaux de “Save 
the Children,” le magasin a 
dymynagy dans une villa spa- 
cieuse derridre le ler cerde, en 
septerobre dernier. 

LA, prfes de 500 tapis sont 
expos6s en permanence et sont 
renouvely au rytfcme d’une 
quarantaine de nouvelles 
pieces par semaine. Les tapis 
sont vend os au poids, k un 
premier prix de 17,5 JD le kilo. 
Les ytrangeis sont les priori- 
paux ache teurs, mais les Jorda- 
niens, apr6s avoir boudfi une. 
production trop traditionnelle 
k leur goOt, sont de plus en 
plus sensibies k l’efiort de 
modernisation. 

Les ventes sont de phis en 
plus nombreuses et “la Maison 
des Bam Hamida” semble pre- 
te k voler de ses propres ailes k 
partir de 1991, aprfcs 5 ans de 
collaboration avec “Save the 
Children.” 


It’s a wonderftil tffe, de Frank 
Capra, avec James Stewart, Hen- 
ry Travers et Donna Reed (1946). 
Un homme, accabl6 de soucis, 
s’apprfite k se suidder, estimant 
sa vie inutile. Un page lui d6oton- 
tre le contraire en lui dormant k 
voir ce que serait devenne sa vine 
s’d n’avait pas exists. 

Centre mn fa taia . Jmanchr 25 man 
k 19M0 et jewfl 29 mm k 15h00 (cs 


EXPOSITIONS 


Peintnre. La Fcrada tion Shoman pr6sente les oeuvres de sept 
peintres irakiens: Shaker Hassan al-Sa’id; Salim al-Dabagb; Rafi 
al-Nassiri; Sa’adi al-Ka’bi; Ali Taleb; Mohammad Mahrudin et 
Ismail Fatah. * 

Centre catbird et sckntttlqoe de b Foodatioa Sboaun (Shmdsasd), jmqa\ ^ 4 
svriL L’expofittkm est oeverte tons les josn, nttf le vend refi, de lQhW 4 
17b00. Entree Bbre- 

Ptintnre. Le peintre palestinien Ahmad Nawash expose ses tofles au 
centre cultural frangais. Douleur de i’exil. 

CCF, jusqa’ao 8 avrS- En trie Sire. 

Peintnre. N6 k Jerusalem en 1954, Esam Tantawi fait partie des 
artistes les phis en vue en Jordanie. D sigse une oeuvre origioale, 
dans laquelle se m61ent k 1’ inspiration ses experiences de grapinstc et 
de photographe. 
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Gakrie d’art Alia (premia- code, D^cbd Amman), jnsqa’an Ur nvxfl, de 9hM 
4 13h3§ et de 15b00 k 18M0. EatrU fibre. Tfl: 639303. 

Tissage. En cooperation avec Forganisation humanitaire “Save the 
Children", la tribu des Bani Hamida pr&ente une exposition-vente 
de tapis traditionnels faits main. 

Mahon des Bani Hamida (Q|dM Amman, prta da dntaa Rainbow), jnsqn’an 
jemU 29 mars de 8h00 6 18H00. T€k 658696. 


THEATRE 


“Le T&noin”, pidoe de thddtre arabe pour les enfents, proposde 
par F Association des artistes jordaniens. 

Grand Thtttre dn c e ntre cattard royal, mcrcrcdi 28 mars k UtN. 
p.M W |m.Mi> n n m 669626. 



Ciny-ciob. Seances k 13h00, 
15600, 171100. 18630 et 20h00. 
D&s lunch et durant toot le mo is 
de Ramadan: on seul long mtft- 
rage quotidien k 20h30. A partir 
de mardi: semaine de la comidie 
americaine. 

Dfanaache 25: Wail Street; Salva- 
dor; Hanna and ber sisters; Pol- 
tergeist-, Francis. 

Lundi 26: No mercy, de Rkbaid 
Pierce, avec Ktm Basinger et Richard 
Geer (1989). Quand un pohtier se 
met en & he de vcoger hu-mdaie la 
mort d’un de ses coUigues. 

Mardi 27: It’s a mad, mad, mad, 
mad world, de Stanley Kramer, avec 
Spencer Tracy, Jimmy Durante. 
Mickey Rooney, Buster Keaton... 
(1963). Un poficier d&ade de re 
transformer en cambrioteur poor aid- 
er sa BUe 3 se marier. Trois- hearts de 
com£die, en compagnie d’une 
quarantaine de stars am6ricanes. Un 
peu long. 

Mercredi 28: Avanti, de Billy Wil- 
der, avec Jack Lemmon et Juliet Mills 
(1972). En allanl chercher la d£pouO- 
le mort elle de papa, d£c£d£ dans un 
accident, fiston d6couvre la drflle de 
vie de son dfifont pftre... Mayen. 

Jewfi 29: Victor Victoria, de Blake 
Edwards, avec Julie Andrews, James 
Garner et Robert Preston, d’aprts le 
film de Remhold Schunzel (1982). 
Paris 1934. Aprts one audition raifie 
an cabaret “Chez Lui”, Victoria 
Grant erre aftam£e dans les rues. EDe 
fait la coonatssance 4*00 homosexnel 
abandonn£ parson amant. qui d£cide 
d’en hire one vedette en la travestis- 
sant. Intelligent et hilarant- 

Vendredi 38: The purple rose of 
Cairo, de Woody Allen, avec Mia 
Farrow et Jeff Daniels (1984).. En>, 
pi cine crise des anntes 1930, Cecilia, 
ne troove refuge qu’au rindma/od 
die voit et revolt “La Rose pourpre 
du Caire", un mflo exotique. Un 
jour, l’actenr principal sort de 1'tou ' 
pour renoootrer la jenne femme... 
Tend re et fmouvanL 

Sautedi 31: 1941, de Steven Spiel- 
berg, avec Dan Aykroyd, Ned Betty 
et Christopher Lee (1979). Juste 
aprts Pearl Harbor, les tribulations 
d’un gquipage de sons-marin japo- 
nais. terroiisant une petite vilte ain6r- 
icaine qu’il prend pour Hollywood. 

Flbas en vendan originate. Route de 
I’mhcnU de Janfamie, pr em Hr e 6 
droite aprts I’bAtd J6resakm pub 
p tem Ha e k ganebe. Le dn6-cfeab ac 
trouve k enriroe 38ftn, snr b gauche. 


TELEVISION 


DIMANCHE 

2 7b5Q - Tet Pftre, Tel Fils: sitcom 
k la frangaise avec Jacques Balu- 
tin. 

lailS - L'Ecofe des Fans, Emis- 
sion pour les jeunes. animfie par 
Jacques Martin. Invitee: MireHle 
Nfatiueu. 

19*00 - Le Journal. 

19bl5 - AujotmThai en France 
magazine cuhnrel. ^ 

LUNDi 

17b30 - La Face de FOgre, avec 
Annie Duperey. Dans un village 
isoW des Aipes suisses. une fem- 
me attend vainemem son man, 
vi crime de la montagne... 

19b00 - Le Journal. 

I9hl5 - Magazine sportif hebdu 
madaire. 

MARDr 

18hl0 - Des Chiffres et des Lct- 
tres: jeu. 

18H30 - L’Appart: sitcom k la 
frangaise. 

19b06 - Le Journal. 

19hl5 - Aujourd’hui en Jordanie: 
magazine local r£alis£ et present 
par Saleh Madi. ^ 

MERCREDI 

18hfi6 - A ventures Voyages: 
promenade dans les m£aii<hes du 
Rio Loco en Espagne. 

19h00 - Le Journal. 

19hJL5 - Variytys frangaises. 

JEUDI 

18h05 - Tel P&re, Tel Fils: sitcom 
avec Jacques Balurin. 

I8h30 • La Chance aux Chansons: 
6 mission de vari£t£s frangaiKs, 
anim6e par Pascal Sevran. 

I9b00 - Le Journal. 

19hl5 -.Contact: magazine cul- 
ture!. 

VENDRED1 

I7b88 - Des Chiffres et des Lei- 
tres: jeu. 

, 17h30 - Lea Mari6s .de FAn U: 

• film de Jean-ftMil -Rappeneau, 
avec Jean-Paul -Belmondo et 
Martene Jobert. Les aventures 
d'un jeune homme, dont Fesprit 
firondeur lm a valu d’etre espoirie 
vers le Nouveau Monde dans les 
demieres ann£es de la royaute 
19h00 - Le Journal. 

19hl5 - Vari6t6s fran g a ises. ^ 

SAMEDi 

18b00 - Cousteau k la re- 
ddcouverte du monde: 
documentaire. 

19600 - Le Journal. 

19M5 - Sauvage et Beau: 
documentaire sur. les- animaux 
sauvages. 



Le quarter de Ja Defense, am r por 
spectacaiaire des viBes en France . 

dans la capitale, oh la plupart des 
entreprises ont install^ leurs 
sihges. Dans le m£me temps, les 
baitiieues se sont transform 6es en 
immenses zones indnstrielles, k la 
favour du rdseau ferroviaire con- 
5tniit au XIXe sidcle et disposy en 
ytoile autour de Paris. 

De me me la region RhAne- 
Alpes et sa “capttaie” Lyon ont 
vu leur population tripler, pas- 
sant de 1,8 million k plus de 5 
millions, avec [’installation de 
complexes industries dans la val- 
16e du Beuve Rh6ne. Quant S. la 
region Provence-Cdte d’Azur 
(sud-est du pays), qui n’atteignait 
que ie million d’habitants en 1790 
(la ville de Nice, non encore 
frangaise k Ffipoque, inclose), 
die en affiche quatre fois plus, 
pytrochimie et tourisme obligent. 

Exode rural 

Toutes les regions frangaises 
n’ont pas b6nyfidy d'un tel essor, 
loin s’en faut. Ainsi du $ud- 
Ouest, du Centre et de FOuest, 
priv6s d’industrialisation soote- 
nue, qui ont souffert d’un trds 
fort exode rural. La region Midi- 


former dc » agglomerations. C’est 
en partie uJier le cas de Paris. En 
1790, la ville ne comptait que 
547.000 habitants, akns qu'elle 
en total; use actnellement quelque 
2 millioi is, mtra mums, et plus de 
9 milfinns, si Fon englobe son 
aggjom Oration. De mfime Lyon 
ou Mai -seille, qui abritaient Tune 
et Faut. re un peu plus de 100.000 
habitai:jts k la R^olution et qui 
en cc imptent respectivement 
400.0C 0 et 900.000. Leure aggio- 
myrat ions dypassent aliygrement 
ie nnillion depois quelques 
ann£«:s. 

A la fin dn XVIIIe ritele, ces 
trois tih£s ytaient les seules du 
pays k dy passer les 100.000 habi- 
tant fs. On en d6nombre 36 4 la fin 
du ' 'QCe sidde. ^urbanisation de 
la F ranee est encore plus 6vidente 
si 1 ’on compare le uombre des 
vilt es de plus de 20.000 habitants, 
en 1790, ou en recensait 28. D y 
en avait 389 en 1989. 

R6my Arnaud. 


0 4-) Ed dtatBne m France, tapopda- 

0 ion des cen o mun de plus de Iflflfl 

1 mbtaots. . 


LE SAVIEZ-V OU S ? 


URSS-VATICAN. LTJnion Soviytique et le Vatican ootmstaurt le 
15 mars des *orapports offidels*, en prdalable k FfetabSsseraent de 
rdatknis tfipkjmatiqacs. En vertu de Faccord, le Sarirt-Siige ehvena 
prochainement k Moscou un nonce apostotique avec «rang pers^ 
nel», tandis que le gouveraement sovidtique mandatera i Rodne on 
ambassadenr extraonfinaire. Cette dAasion fait suite k ia.tetmBtn 
historique entre Jean-Paul II et MBdufi] Gorbatchev, le ler dfonUbte 
dernier an Vatican. 

JUMELAGE. Marseille, demdyme ville de France, et son baao- 
logue yg y ptienne, Alexandrie, viennent de consacrerc^teur jumdifP- 
Les respousables des (foux atfis ont 1 ’intention de s'assocaer dots la 
realisation de projets urbains. Le maire de Marseille a {griowtf 
exprimd Fespoir que la langue frangaise serve de Ben entre les teas 
vines. Ddjk en 1826, FEgyptien Rifaat al-Tahtaoui, envoyfi eaFrincc 
par Mehmet Ali pour y «explorer la civilisation occjdentide*, aah 
note la ressemblance de la dt6 phocAenne avec Alexandrie. Acttc 
difference pits, 6crivit-fl, que «les rues de Marseille stmt bdraavp 
plus larges et permettent la circulation des attelagrs dscs brdatt 
sens*. D y avait aussi remarqut la pitsenoe de noadnemt Egyptians, 
dyfinitivanent installts en France au retour de rexpifr&tipffde 
Bonaparte. 


Hor iz o Qta kmeni. 

1: jeux. 2s dieu de la musique; il a fait 
brfller Rome. 3: captures; fin de 
messe. 4: ville flamande. 5: a brfun6; 
n’agh pas. 6: oo y cucule; rongeur. 7: 
adjcctif possessif; recouvre I’oreOler. 
8: k suivre. 9i intervaUe de musique; 
supported les balks de golf, lfc 
n'avouent pas; sp6dalit4. 

(Sohrtkui k seautae procknae) 


VerticaleanesL 

A.- vision. B: se jette dans Is Seine; 
conjonetkra de coordinatioo. C: on y 
fait des etudes sup€neures- D: pro- 
oom personnel; nigatif! E; excitation. 
F: offices religieux. G: iufinitif; 
touche, H: dies sont envahies par ks 
oasetiers, h tnnitTOlotatoe; passer 
sous silence. J: decapitfes. 


Pnbthae N. 3 
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ProUfeae N. 3 
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Solution de la grille N. 2 
HoriantdeamL Vertkcdemotf. 


Lea bfames 


m six cottfK. Hot avec Jes bfura ca deux « 


ses; ce& lfc el; precis. ' 


reptes. J: sesterces. 


Solution du probfene N. 2s Safeties da pnbRw K 2: 

B. 11-7; N. 4-11; B. I2rl5; N. 19-12; Cc4 ~ - 

B. 17-13; N. 10-26; B. 18-21; N. 1-19- 
B. 21-23. 
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Books and books everywhere but 
life is tough for university students 

MM. . 


THE- SECOND semester is coming to an end but 
most textbooks for students at the University of 
iopar have not arrived yet The books that are 
avsBabteare too expensive, beyond the reach of the 
.average student Officials blame high cost of im- 
ported books and bookshops complain of unsold 
stock while students themselves say the responsibil- 
ity lies with the university administration and profes- 
sors as well as private importers of books. 

Kited. summarises the situation: ■ 


geooe to submit a list of the 
required books before the be- 
ginning of the semester” for 
the shortcoming. 

"Professors should give us 
lists of required books ax least 
three months before the 
semester begins,” Sharbi told 
the Jordan Times. “This will 
enable os to initiate the process 
of import in time for foe stu- 
dents to have the books before 
the actual courses begin,*’ he 
said. “Most of the professors’ 
lists do not arrive on time, and 
sometimes they do not arrive 
at alL And students blame us 
for non-availability of books. 
How can we import books in 
time unless we know which 
ones to order? In addition, 
sometimes books are out of 
stock and professors do not 
give us time to reorder; they 
just want tiie books quickly.'’ 

“Students keep nagging us 
with the same qnmtion, asking 
whether a particular book has 
arrived or not. There seems to 
be no way to make them 
understand that it is not our 
fault, and that it is the profes- 
sor himself who did not order 
or he was late in delivering the 
list,” he added. 

A group of students at the 
Faculty of Arts and the science 
de p a rt me nt complained that 
the professors provide them 
with a list of textbooks sche- 
duled for a certain course with- 
out paying attention to availa- 
bility or price. “Sometimes,” 
said one of the students, “we 
have to appear for the second- 
term examination with almost 
no material in band.” 

Two students from the 
Faculty of Nnrsing complained 
about die hi gh costs of their 
textbooks. Twice in a row, the 
students were obliged to pay 
JD 31 each for two books. 

- High costs 

Sharbi says the bookstore 
offers an 11 per cent discount 
on all books. “Many times we 
try to warn the teachers of the 
high cost of tiie books they 
want; yet some of them insist 
on the same order,” Sharbi 


AMMAN ~ Bookshops, or 
“fibiuries” as they are called in 
local parimee, are only a natu- 
ral feature around any institu- 
tion of higher education, but 
there is a marked difference 
here a' Amman near the Uni- 
versity of Jordan; they 
moxe money with their photo- 
copieis than by idling pens 
and notebooks. How and why? 
The answer is simple: Tbe non- 
availability of essential text 
bdaks makes it incumbent cm 
the students to photocopy tbe 
rare ones that are available. 

Many students say they end 
up spending most of their 
pocket money and their time 
o n pho tocopying. “Between 
lectures and daring my free 
time, I cannot think but of 
photocopying; it » really frus- 
trating when the photo- 
copying machines at the cam- 
pus are overcrowded and one 
has to leave the university to 
do it,” Ammeh A1 Ashi of tbe 
English department said. 
“Moreover,” she added, “it is 
frustratin g not to find any book 
and to have to photocopy bits 
and pieces from any text 
book.” 

However, students seem to 
be not the only ones to suffer. 
Professors also complain of 
non-availability of essential 
books and attribute part of the 
problem to what they describe 
as the inefficiency of the uni- 
versity’s bookstore, operated 
by a private contractor under a 
concession, which in turn 
Names the teaching staff of not 
preparing lists of required 
books well in advance. 

A professor in the Faculty of 
Arts criticised tiie overall sys- 
tem. “For two consecutive 
years, I have not been able to 
get any book, and tiie students 
keep photocopying tiie mate- 
rial from several books... leav- 
ing a gap in- the dkfly system - 
and creating a state of chaos,” 
he said. 

i h 

‘Negjttgence of teachers 

Fadi Sharbi, manager of the 
uiriveisiiy’s campus bookstore, 
bhtmes “teaching staff’s negfir 


EVERY year the Jordan Information 
Bureau participates in the Washington 
"Embassy Adoption Programme” through 
which Jordan "adopts” a sixth grade 
’pubKb school class to introduce them to 
^$he history, land and people of the King- 
Jdom. The teachers are provided with a 
variety of printed and visual materials 
[■ about Jordan and meetings are held with 
| file class to talk to the students about life 
in Jordan and the Arab World. Following 
is a letter that the Jordan Times received 
from the Kingdom's adopted class this 
yean 


Dor Chfldren of Jordan, 

Tfaas year our sixth grade class has been “adopted” by 
Jordan, so that we can learn aD about your country. The 
Ionian Infor mation Bureau in Washington has provided 
our teacher, Mis. Greene, with magazines, books, posters 
and photographers of Jordan, and every week we have a 
special about the history, culture and traditions of 
your country. We are even learni n g the Arabic alphabet 
and have been taught bow to write our names in Arabic. 

We are writing to you now to see if we can have some 
pea pak in Jordan. We are between 11 and 12 years old and 
would love to correspond with Jor danian children of our 

te, in English of course! We want to tell you all about our 

fife here and team from you all about your life there. 


Please write soon to the address 


below. 

With all best wishes, 





The bookstore in tbe University of Jordan campus complains that 
it has coded up pBes of unsold books; either the books are too 
expensive for the students or they are not foe right *»« (photo by 
Seeds KBnf) 


said. “Little regard is given to 
tbe fact that the same contents 
appear in two different books 
— fro instance Basic Genetics; 
one book cost JD 21, while 
Principles of Genetics costs JD 
6.750. In essence, tbe contents 
of both are the same.” 
Consequently, he explained, 
students tend to photocopy ex- 
pensive books from the profes- 
sor, leaving piles of unsold 
books in the store, leading to 
“substantial losses.” 
Mahmoud A1 Samra, presi- 
dent of the university, admits 
that some of the teaching staff 
are negligent in sending their 
lists to the bookstore in time. 

“Professors must not oblige 
the students to buy books 
which are not available in tbe 
bookshop or in the local mar- 
ket,” be said. As for the high 
costs of books, the nniversity 


stipulates that the distributor 
import books specialised for 
stndents; and they are the 
cheapest of all. 

“Yet. one must take into 
consideration that nowadays 
book prices are high due to the 
devaluation of the Jordanian 
dinar and the enormous in- 
crease of the cost of paper- 
s/’the university president 
said. 

In a leaflet issued recently at 
the nniverrity, student orga- 
nisations, represented by- 
Badawi Bitar, demanded that 
the university administration 
take over the entire book supp- 
ly system since, it said, the 
private-owned bookshop with- 
in the campus (fid not protect 
the interests of the students' 
and monopolised the trade. 
But Samra said the university 
administration cold not comply 


with the call. “We were in 
charge of the bookshop in the 
beginning, but the experience 
ended in Mure and we lost 
tens of thousands of dinars.” 

According to the president, 
the university’s budget is li- 
mited, “and we can't afford 
another loss.” However, he 
said, if tiie administration finds 
that die contractor is "manipu- 
lating or monopolising it mil 
ann ul the contract and launch 
legal proceedings against 
him.” 

A suggested solution 

Mohammad Adnan A1 
Bakheet, vice president of the 
university, said he was acutely 
aware of tire problem of text 
books since he has served as 
head of the library for some 
years. "I admit there is a prob- 
lem and I know its dimension, 
and I see how much trouble the 
students take in order to get 
text books,” he said. 

“The students should form a 
committee entursted with the 
solving the problem of text 
books, 1 ’ be said. “The commit- 
tee’s main task should be col- 
lecting old books from stu- 
dents. These books should be 
sold to new stndents at low 
prices. In some cases, photo- 
copies could be made and 
bound as original books.” 

“The second essential thing 
is that departments must be 
urged to send their lists to tbe 
bookshop six months in adv- 
ance in otder to solve tire other 
part of the problem.” he said. 

Another major point raised 
by students was that many pro- 
fessors insist that books au- 
thored by them be part of the 
cnrricolae, thus obliging the 
students to buy them. “In 
theory, tins is unethical since 
university regulations stipulate 
that professors should not use 
their own books as tiie formal- 
ly accepted basic material for 
teaching," said a commerce 
department student. ‘There 
are many books on tiie same 
subject, but the professor de- 
cides that his book should be 
the only material for the ex- 
amination,” added the stu- 
dent. 

When this complaint was 
brought to his attention, 'Samra 
said any professor following 
such a practice should be 
brought before a disciplinary 
committee. “The students 
should file complaints in tins 
regard with the dean of student 
affairs and we will certainly 
follow them up and adopt the 
necessary action,” he said. 



Students in cl uded in the embassy adoption prog 
other aspects of life in the adopting country 


! are gives a taste of the enttnre and various 


Embassy adoption programme 
receives American recognition 


Tte Stndents tit Mrs. Carrie Greene 
Sypfcu Hnwla y School 
BriT and Streets, S.W. 
Wartfegto*, D.C. 20024 
OSJL 


THE EMBASSY Adoption Prog- 
ramme, sponsored by tbe 
Washington Performing Arts 
Society since 1974, has been rec- 
ognised by the U.S. Office of 
Education as an outstanding 
programme for 1987-88. In addi- 
tion, the programme was a final- 
ist in a national competition spon- 
sored by tbe National Council of 
Social Studies, as one of two 
outstanding social studies prog- 
ramme in D.C. public schools. 

Tbe programme coordinates 
tire “adoption” of sixth grade 
students in D.C. public schools, 
by one of 47 host countries. 
Films, printed materials and 
guest speakers aoequaint the clas- 
ses with the country and its re- 
gion. At tbe end of each semes- 
ter, the Washington Peforming 
Arts Society provides transporta- 
tion for the children to visit the 
embassy of their adopted coun- 
try, where skits, poems and folk 
dances are given by the children. 
Mrs. Deerin comments, "This is a 
unique ‘hands-on’ opportunity in- 
volving tiie young people directly 


in the learning process, and giv- 
ing them the chance to improve 
their public speaking skills, artis- 
tic talents, and musical abilities. 
In addition, the programme ex- 
poses the students not only to the 
function of an embassy, but to a 
culture they would not otherwise 
be privileged to see dose up.. .a 
chance to look at worldwide 
problems from a new perspec- 
tive.” It is interesting to note that 
many children have also been 
invited to National Day celebra- 
tions, attended cultural perform- 
ances at the Kennedy Centre, 
with one class even travelling to 
their “adopted” country, 
Czechoslovakia. 

Last year Saudi Arabia was the 
adopted country for the sixth 
grade class of Mrs. June GDIs at 
TruedeU Elementary School at 
9th and Zgraham Sheets, N.W. 
Embassy representatives visited 
the calss, set up a tent with a 
Saudi environment, took pictures 
of each child in their native dress, 
and taught them how to write 
their names in Arabic. “This was 


an experience in the real social 
world and tire class was fascin- 
ated. After the visit the class 
started to find newspaper stories 
about Saudi Arabia and her 
neighbours [which led] to discus- 
sions concerning problems in tbe 
Middle East, and the involve- 
ment of the United States in tire 
Persian Gulf." Principal Katie L. 
Jones agrees that “it is one of the 
most interesting and functional 
programmes [that she has] par- 
ticipated in during recent yearn in 
the D.C. Schools.” 

At the end of the school year, a 
mini United Nations is held with 
“ambassador” representatives 
from each dass debating current 
issues.. For a second year, the 
Washington Performing Arts 
Society will provide transporta- 
tion for 47 Mini U.N. student 
“ambassadors” to visit tbe U.N. 
mission in New York City. 

If you would like additional 
information about tbe Embassy 
Adoption Programme, call Susan 
B. Dee ring, Director, at 282- 
2365. 





ire enough Bbrarfes to Jordan, and the 
Library Association says that the public 


awareness of how to properly use them should be 
increased (FUe photo) 


Libraries — Inevitable hazard 
for some, vital for others 


By Not Sat! 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Walk into any 
library in Jordan. Tbe sight is 
quite impressive; men and 
women of all ages appear en- 
grossed in their material, other 
people queuing and checking 
out more books than they can 
carry, and others scanning the 
shelves from top to bottom, 
not to mention ‘those booked 
on the computers or catalogue 
files. 

But, taking a closer look, a 
boy m his middle teens is heard 
complaining to his school 
friend, “I hate libraries. I can't 
wait until my exams are over; 
then I don’t have to see a 
library for a long time.” 

Tins young boy, tike many 
boys and girls, uses the librar- 
ies only when he has a school 
assignment. 

“What the public does not 
understand is the importance 
of tire role of libraries to the 
society,” says Anwar Akroush, 
president of the Jordan Librar- 
ies Association (JLA). It is one 
of the key places for advance- 
ment through research, he 
adds. 

Through JLA activities 
Akroush hopes to change this 
mentality into making people 
take advantage of the exten- 
sive uses of a library.' 

So what does JLA do? 

Since its establishment in 
1963, JLA has fought hard to 
create ah awareness through- 
out the society. With its cur- 
rent 595 members spread 
through 125 organisations, the 
association has been develop- 
ing library services by impro- 
ving standards. This means a 


wide selection of subjects for 
all ages, periodicals and lan- 
guages, etc., but Akroush 
could not say how many books 
there were in each subject 
category. 

“That is one of our several 
objectives,” Akroush said. 
JLA will be conducting surveys 
to determine what books are 
needed, what is already in tbe 
country and to know where 
Jordan stands in the Geld of 
books, be said. 

According to Akroush, JLA 
is also establishing good rela- 
tions with international and 
Arab firms so that the flow of 
books, publications and trans- 
lations remain a two-way traf- 
fic. 

Through its relationship with 
outside associations, JLA is 
able to participate in book 
exhibitions in the Arab World 
where “we are able to show 
Oto publications.” according to 
Akroush. In 1965 a “message 
of library” was published, 
which was the first in the Arab 
World and was considered a 
major source for library and 
library science, be said. 

Another important publica- 
tion was a translation of 
“Anglo-American Catalo- 
guing, ” which was seen as the 
Bible of a librarian. Addi- 
tionally, “Introduction to Lib- 
rary and Information Science," 
which concentrated on technic- 
al services in a library, was 
published. 

There must be an awareness 
of the librarians themselves to 
be able to encourage aware- 
ness amongst the population, 
Akroush says. JLA thus gives 
specialised training courses to 


trainees. Over 175 trainees are 
enrolled to take the course for 
technical services, Akroush 
says. 

Although Akroush does not 
have any statistics about the 
number of libraries and their 
efficiency, "the number is very 
little in comparison with the 
number of municipalities.” 

According to Akroush, JLA 
is trying to overcome the prob- 
lem by establishing more lib- 
raries throughout Jordan and 
donating a copy of every book 
published by JLA to each lib- 
rary. “In this manner, we 
would also be supporting 
Jordanian writers,” be adds. 

Another mission of tire JLA 
is to translate “online sear- 
ching" which is considered of 
great importance and was con- 
firmed by a study tour in Bagh- 
dad. Akroush said that JLA is 
trying to push for copyright 
protection and write a draft 
“library legislation” to orga- 
nise the profession. 

One of the most important 
aims is to resume a national 
bibliography which was started 
in 1979 but was stopped in 
1985. “Now, we have begun to 
collect information since 1986, 
hoping to publish the bib- 
liography in 1991,” Akroush 
says. 

Is this enough to make peo- 
ple more interested in reading 
and in frequenting libraries? 

Although it may take a long 
time, Akroush hopes that 
JLA's efforts in cooperation 
with public, university and spe- 
cial libraries, will contribute to 
enhancing tiie awareness of the 
population towards reading 
and using libraries. 


Searching the soul of a 
Palestinian- American 
poet/writer in Texas 


By lea Wahbefa 

Jordan Times Staff Writer 

AMMAN — There is some 
crackling, whizzing and bust- 
ling and everybody has a last- 
minute thing to prepare. The 
atmosphere is charged, the ex- 
pectations are running high, 
the enthusiasm is contagious. 

It is a first time for every- 
body; a first time for a school 
in the Kingdom and 49 teena- 
gers are gathered in the packed 
classroom, waiting. 

The teens are treating it with 
the seriousness it deserves. It is 
a soul-to-soul communication 
via telephone with Washington 
D.C. , with Naomi Shihab Nye, 
a contemporary poet with 
roots in the Arab World. The 
youngsters are students of tbe 
National Orthodox School. 
The enthusiastic guidance of 
their teacher of English, Rnla 
B. Quawas, and the blessing of 
Adel Abassi, the school prin- 
cipal, and other school officials 
made it posable for the “kids” 
(as Quawas affectionately calls 
them) to ask, search for sym- 
bols and meanings, be shy or 
inquisitive, and probe into the 
poetry of Naomi Shihab Nye. 

Born of a Palestinian father 
’and an American mother, Nye 
grew op in Texas where she 
graduated from Trinity Uni- 
versity in San Antonio. She 
was introduced to the fife of a 
writer early (her father was 
one of the few Americans of 
Arab ancestry working as an 
editor of a major daily news- 
paper). She chose writing be- 
cause, as she says, “...nothing 
else has provided the same 
discovery, focus or comfort 
that writing does.” 

We hear: “I get a beautiful 
signal,” and silence pervades 
tire room. Everybody is intent 


on listening, and the questions 
start flowing: 

“Are you proud of being a 
Palestinian or of being bteultu- 
ral?” is the first one. “Both” is 
tbe answer. Pressed further, 
Nye admits that being 
“biculturaT (which in no way 
would negate being a Palesti- 
nian) has always been impor- 
tant to her. “Perhaps being 
bicoltnral helped me maintain 
some sense of ‘otherness’ or 
detachment. While I was grow- 
ing up in tbe United States, 
there was a quiet, old-world 
part of me which stood back 
and observed.” 

“How do you feel about the 
‘intifada’? What do you write 
about h?” is another question. 
The answer comes from read- 
ing an impressive poem written 
about tire 500th Palestinian fal- 
len under ballets, a 13-year-old 
“sister Ibtisam.” The poem is 
poignant, she touched the 
point, I feel tears veiling my 
eyes. 

The 17-year olds are mature, 
critical, reverential aggressive. 
Questions touch on stylistics 
(Q: “Why poems without 
rhyme?” A: “Just because the 
sounds fit it doesn't mean the 
meaning fits”), language (Q: 
“Why is your language at times 
slang, at others bookish, stan- 
dard?” A: “Sometimes I feel 
colloquial, others more poetic. 
I experiment”), inspiration (“I 
believe m inspiration. But it 
doesn’t come from outside. I 
very often begin with tangible 
things, not ideas. In life we are 
given so much that when we 
write we tzy to give back some 
of the gifts.”), poetic creed (Q: 
“Do you believe in what yon 
write or do you write to satisfy 
your readers?" A: ‘T would 
never write to satisfy someone 
if I (fidn’t believe in it Of 


course by being true to your- 
self you hope for some chain of 
satisfaction”). 

Existentialist, practical, 
idealistic, the questions pour 
in: 

“Do you think a dream most 
be shared to become reality?” 

“Did you have difficulties in 
publishing your works?” 

“Do you believe the Indians 
are the original inhabitants of 
America?" 

It’s amazing to know what 
things trouble the youngsters’ 
minds! Never will I treat them 
lightly. 

Asked if she was exposed to 
Arabic poetry, Nye hastily 
answered “yes” and men- 
tioned Tawfic Zayad. In the 
same vein, but on a more 
personal note, she was asked if 
her son would be exposed to 
the Arabic culture. She said he 
would as her roots were still 
here. The poem “Sitti Khadra” 
talks about her grandmother 
who still lives in Palestine. 

Questions are many but X 
would quote the writer to best 
conclude it all: 

“It seems all writers are en- 
gaged in the building of bridges 
— from one page to another, 
from writer to reader. Maybe 
bicultnral writers who are 
actively conscious of or in- 
terested in heritage build 
another kind of bridge as well, 
tills one between worlds. But 
it’s not like a bridge, really, it’s 
closer, like a puke. As I sit 
here in Texas, my grand- 
mother’s West Bank village 
keeps returning to me.” 

One last word of special 
thanks from the stndents to the 
officials at the American 
Cultural Centre who thmmgfr 
their kindness and support 
helped build a bridge them- 
selves. 
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approves $2b 



KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait’s R>p 
planners Saturday approved a $2 
billion petrochemical complex 
aimed at increasing the Gulf 
state's revenue by boosting ex- 
ports of refined products. 

Officials said the Supreme 
Planning Council, beaded by 
Crown Prince Saad A1 Abdallah 
A1 Sabah, approved the eight- 

- plant complex after a three-boor' 

* meeting to review final plans. 

■ Diplomats in Kuwait from 
several industrial nations were 

■ . dosely watching the outcome of 

■ Saturday's session. The project is 

'■ expected to be open to intema- 

■- tional bidding. 

"The council has approved the 

* project," council secretary gener- 
al Fouad Mulla Hussein told the 

■ Kuwait News Agency (KUNA). 

Officials toki Reuters the coun- 

* cfl, whose endorsement was cru- 


OPEC eyes 
E. Europe 


VIENNA, Austria (AP) — As 
Eastern Europe loosens econo- 
mic ties to the Soviet Union, it 
will offer the OPEC nations a 
promising market for their crude* 
oil, analysts say. 

Kuwait and other members of 
the Organisation of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries (OPEC) 
already are eyeing the newly in- 
dependent Eastern European na- 
tions as potential customers for 
their products. 

‘They are certainty starting to 
become interested," said Joseph 
Stanislaw, managing director of 
Cambridge Energy Research 
Associates in Paris. 

Tt is a natural market for 
OPEC to go into" be said. 

Peter Gigncux, director of the 
Internatonal Energy Department 
at Shearson Lehman Hutton in 
London, said: “OPEC is going to 
be in there marketing the same as 
everybody else." 

The Soviet Union, the World's 


biggest OH producer, has long 
ier .of 


been the dominant supplier , 
crude to its East Bloc allies. 

But analysts expect its tight 
grip on tiie market will ease with 
the expiration next year of its 
multi-year oil contracts with 
many of those nations. 

In negotiating new accords, 
analysts said Moscow was likely 
to raise its prices and demand 
payment in dollars or other 
“hard” currency. The East Euro- 
pean countries now pay in Soviet 
roubles, a currency worthless out- 
side the East Bloc, or by barter- 
ing equipment and other goods 
for ofl. 


“Once they’re paying in hard 
currency, it’s a whole new ball 
game," said Jan Various, re- 
search director at Planecon, a 
Washington consulting firm. 
“They’ll start shopping around.” 

OPEC for the first time has a 
real shot at competing for the 
delivery of oil for domestic con- 
sumption," he said. 

OPEC Secretary General Sob- 
rato said in a recent interview 
that a bard-currency requirement 
would prompt the countries to 
"look for convenience — which 
side can snpty them at the best 
price and quality.'' 

"I look upon Eastern Europe 
as a big potential (market) for 
OPEC." said Iraqi Oil Minister 
'Issam Abdul Raheem A1 Chala- 
‘bi. “They are going to depend 
less and less on the Soviet Un- 
ion." 

Many predict demand for ofl 
will increase in those countries as 
they convert from the centrally 
planned economies of their for- 
mer communist rulers to the free- 
market models practiced in the 
West 

More emphasis may be placed 
on producing consumer goods. 
Automobile industries, often 
ignored in the past, may be 
targeted for improvements. More 
cars would lead to greater de- 
mand for gasoline. 

“They must improve their eco- 
nomy... and that means they have 
to consume more energy,” said 
Chalbi in an interview. "The only 
way to get that is from oil, and 
the only way to get that is from 
OPEC countries." 

In a separate interview, Iran’s 
iOfl Minister Gbolamreza 
Aqazadeh said, "these countries 
have no other way — they must 
improve their consumption.” 

Pierre Terzian, editor of the 
Paris-based newsletter Petros- 
trategies, said, “the model of 
consumption will change. There, 
will be more energy consumption 
in some areas." 

The East European countries 
also may font to line np other ofl 
snplliers in case of dis r up tions or 
shortages in the Soviet Union, 
which is undergoing its own poli- 
tical and economic upheavals. 
For example, the southern Azer- 
baijan region, a recent target of 
ethnic strife, is a key producer of 
service euzpment for the Soviet 
ofl and gas industry. 


dal, approved foe project after 
Ofl Minis ter Ah A1 Khalifa A1 
Sabah addressed questions raised 
at a meeting earlier this month. 

Initial support for the project 
had already been expressed by 
the emir, Sheikh Jaber A1 Ahmad 
A! Sabah, the crown prince, the 
cabinet and the Higher Pet- 
roleum Council, officials said. 

The complex will produce km 
and high density polythylene, 
ethylene glycol, polystyrene, 
styrene monomer, styrene buta- 
diene and aromatics. 

Officials said it would spawn 
several associated industries and 
reduce Kuwait's dependence on 
crude exports. 

Kuwait, one of the world’s 
largest investors, has an extensive 
downstream network inrinriing 
five refineries, two of them in 
Western Europe, and some 5,000 


petrol stations in Europe. 

Last week it announced the 
purchase of Mobil Ofl - Italians 
SPA for some $300 million. 

The deal includes a 100,000 
barrel per day (b/d) refinery in 
Naples, an adjoining aro m a ti cs 
plant and about 2,000 service 
(stations,, raising Kuwait's share 
of the Italian distribution net- 
work to 10.5 per cent from 3.5 
per cent. 

Kuwait sells some 40 per cent 
of its crude as refined products 
and hopes to join its Gulf Arab 
ally and OPEC partner Saudi 
Arabia in bafldzng an advanced 
petrochemical industry. 

Saudi Arabia, the world’s 
largest oil exporter, has spent 
some $10 triflkm on 15 petroche- 
mical plants and two industrial 
dties to capture between four and 
five per cent of foe world 1 market. 


Oman aims to boost 
private sector role 


DUBAI (R) — Oman aims to 
increase the role of its private 
sector but will maintain state 
spending to stimulate growth in 
the short term, foe country’s fi- 
nance chief said. 

“Government spending is still 
foe major dynamic force for eco- 
nomic activity,” said deputy 
prime minister for financial and 
economic affairs, Qms Ibn Abdul 
Motrim Al Zawawi. 

"At present the government is 
studying... what assets could be 
transferred to the private sector,” 
be said in the latest bi-monthly 
central bank report. 

Zawawi said that to qualify 
for greater public ownership, 
companies should be well man- 
aged, make a profit, and be reg- 
istered on foe Oman Stock Ex- 
change. 

"Government financial re- 
sources depend mainly on ml 
revenues, which make up 80 per 
cent of the 1990 total revenues,” 
Zawawi said. "Therefore it was 
essential to base oil revenue esti- 
mates on a realistic a s su mp t i on of 
oil prices." 


He said the gove rnm ent's 1990 
budget .estimated the average 
annual price of a bared of oil at 
$15, compared to an actual 


$15.80 last year. 

Zawawi said the budget 
a ss um ed foe Organisation of Pet- 
roleum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC) would abide by its oil 
output quotas and that non- 
OPEC producers, among which 
Oman plays a leading rote, would 
continue to bad: OPEC efforts to 
stabilise prices. 

Independent economists be- 
lieve 1990 average ofl prices could 
be higher than $15 per barrel, 
which could cut Oman’s pre- 
dicted budget deficit for the year 
of 313.4 million riyals ($814 mil- 
lion), against 407.6 million ($1.01 
billion) in 1989. 

A big drop in revenues after an 
ofl price crash in 1986 and a 
subsequent recession taught the 
government to ere on the ride of 
caution. 

The main budget details were 
announced at the be ginning of 
the year. Budget revenue for 
1990 was raised 20.5 per cent to 
1.4 billion riyals ($3.6 billion), 
with spending raised 9.2 per cent 
to 1.71 billion ($4.44 billion). 

Last month Oman reported an 
eight per cent rise in gross nation- 
al product in the first nine mouths 
of 1989 over the same period of 
1988. to 2.46 billion riyals ($6 38 
billion). 


ECONOMIC NEWS BRIEFS 


Greece raises interest rates 


ATHENS (AP) — The Bank of Greece has raised m inimum 
interest on savings accounts from 15 per cent to 16 per cent 
starting April 1, in a bid to cover payments to the public sector for 
April, an official announcement said Friday. The central bank 
said it had also ordered financial institutions to reduce lending 
and boost their stake in government bonds. Starting April 1 
nrimmam interest on bank loans will rise by one percentage point, 
representing an increase from 17 per cent to 18 per cent on 
working capital and 16 to 17 per cent on mkLto-kmg-term loans. 
The bank said the moves, which also aimed to ease pressure on 
the balance of payments, may lead to further rises in interest 
rates. It said the new interest levels were determined by spiralling 
public sector deficits estimated at 23 trillion drachmas ($15.6 
billion) in 1990 and inflation of more than 14 per cent. From 
March 31, banks will increase from 39 per cent to 40 per cent the 
amount of deposits they invest in interest-bearing state bonds. 


Bran raises gas reserve estimate 


NICOSIA (R) — A senior official has estimated Iran’s natural gas 
reserves at 17 trillion cubic metres, more than 20 per cent above 
the previous figure. Mohammad Esmaefl Karadnan, managing 
director of the National Iranian Gas Company (NIGC), gave the 
new estimate in an interview published in Tehran's Abrar daily 
and quoted by the Iranian news agency IRNA. There was no 
explanation for the revision from the previous figure of 14 trillion 
cubic metres for Iran's gas reserves, the world’s largest after those 
of the Soviet Union. Karadnan stud gas would play a bigger role 
in providing energy for the domestic market. The s witc h to 
lnatorall gas would save Iran badly-needed hard currency by 
freeing more crude ofl for exports. He said under Iran's five-year 
plan, the NIGC would increase daily gas refining capacity to 128 
million cubic metres by 1994 from the present 28 millio n cubic 
metres. 


Almas applies for NYMEX trade 


NEW YORK (R) — A Soviet agency has applied to sell platinum 
bars on the New York Mercantile Exchange (NYMEX), exchange 
offidafehave said and some traders voiced concern at the 
development Almas, the Soviet agency in charge of exporting 
platinum and palladium, has completed an application to become 
a NYMEX approved brand and must be approved by the 
Commodity Futures Tracing Commission. Some traders fear the 
Soviet Union’s lad to deliver metals under NYMEX*s futures 
contracts could damage the marketplace. A futures contract sets 
the price for a commodity to be delivered at a future date. "The 
exchange could wind up being a d umpin g ground for Soviet 
pia tumm b ecause NYMEX can offer the USSR a better price than 
its curr ent par tners," said a metal trader. John Brimekrw of 
Keane Securities said the Soviet Union is a signifi cant platinum 
supplier, providing about 15 per cent of foe world market. 
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Overseas expansion blurs 
origin of Japanese cars 


SUZUKA, Japan (AP) — 
Robots resembling elephant 
trunks and giraffes snake their 
way around half-assembled Hon- 
das, spewing showers of sparks as 
they weld steel frames and pro- 
duce a car in just 14 boms. 

Only in Japan? no, an identical 
factory is churning out Hondas in 
Ohio. Thousands of those U.S.- 
built Hondas will be shipped to 
Japan, and thousands more of the 
Japan-built Hondas will be sold in 
the United States. 

"Global” is the theme in 
Japan’s thriving auto industry. 
Honda, Toyota and Nissan are 
bidding more cars abroad and 
slowly blurring the national origin 
of automobiles, historically one 
of the most powerful symbols of a 
country's manufacturing mi gbi 

The strategy makes sense to 
Japanese auto companies because 
it can defuse trade tensions. The 
strategy also places manufactur- 
ing and assembly closer to 
buyers, cuttin g costs. Ultimately, 
much of the p rofit still flows back 
to Japan. 

“We do business according to 
our philosophy of manufacturing 
products in the market in which 
they are sold,” says Honda senior 
mana ging director Shoichiro Iri- 


majiri. Localisation of research 
and production facilities "means 
they can become new supply 
bases for Honda's global sales 
channels." 

Honda says it is ready to export 
IT S -marie Honda tO Europe for 

the first time. 

In labour-short Japan, no one 
grumbles about exporting jobs. 
To fill labour needs the auto 
industry must hire part-timers, 
who can make more than $2,700 a 
month, Irimajiri said during a 
tour of Honda’s nme-month-dd 
futuristic factory at Suzuka in 
central Japan. 

The Suzuka plant daims to be 
Japan’s most automated car fac- 
tory. Individual carriers glide 
along silently, automatically rais- 
ing or lowering the cars depend- 
ing on the work done. 

Workers wear white jumpsuits 


with slogans cmt he chest — “Aim 
for Zero Accidents" or “Avoid 


the Five Assembly Faults.” 

T.ate last year, a sister factory 
built from virtually the same 
blueprints went on Line in Ohio — 
the latest addition to the so-called 
"transplant” shops. 

Honda, the first Japanese auto- 
maker to build cars in the United 
States, has met with huge success. 


Last year Americans bought 
more Honda Accords — 60 per 
cent of them U.S.-made — than 
any other car. In late 1989 Honda 
was outseffing Chrysler in the 
United States. 

Flush with earnings from a 
booming domestic market, 
Japanese automakers are aggres- 
sively expanding overseas. 
Japanese production capacity is 
likely to top (me mflHon cats in 
the United States this year, and in 
Europe by 1998. 

The Japanese are opening or 
expanding factories in the United 
States as American automakers 
lay off thousands of employees 
and dose factories for weeks at a 
time because they cant sell 
enough cars. 

Toyota foresees a 32 per cent 
surge in overseas production this 
year to 650,000 cars, and Mitsu- 
bishi Motors, which operates a 
joint-venture plant with Chrysler, 
forecasts overseas production up 
33 *pcr cent to 410,000. Honda's 
prod uc tion abroad will be up 17 
per cent to 525,000, Nissan’s up 
seven per cent to 683,000 and 
Mazda’s steady at 220,000. 

Honda and Toyota are follow- 
ing Nissan's lead in building fac- 
tories in Britain* 


Weekly Amman Financial Market trading 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The following table summarises tradmst activities at tbe Amman Financial Market startma ! 

Saturday Mar. 17, V0 and ending Wednesday Mar. 21, -VO. (Figures in Jordanian dinars). 


1 I Name Of nmftimy 

Nazaher 

Volume 

Opening 

Oaring 

Par 

of shares 

Banking and financial institutions 

o t trade 

price 

1*** 


Industrial Dswskjpment Bank 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1XKJ0 

Jordan Islamic Bank 

6578 

23559 

3.650 

3330 

1.000 

Jordan Kuwait Bank 

... 47117 

74023 

1.590 

1.570 

UNO 

Housing Bank 

... . — 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

Arab Jordan Investment Bank 

150 

488 

3350 

3350 

1.000 

Cairo Amman Bank 



_ 





5.000 

Bank of Jordan 

176 

2574 

14.620 

14.630 

5.000 

Arab Bank 

1270 

327700 

254.000 

255300 

10.000 

Jordan National Bank 

4100 

10517 

2350 

2350 

1300 

Arab Banking Corporation Bank (Jordan) 

9438 

21266 

2.410 

2330 

1.000 

Jordan Investment and Finance Bank 

221 

724 

3.450 

3.200 

1.000 

National Portfolio Securities 

2736 

5514 

2.000 

2.000 

1.000 

Arab Fmaoce Corporation (Jordan) 

3451 

7824 

2370 

2.260 

1.000 

Real Estate Financing Corporation 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2.000 

Bert Al Mai Saving & Investment for Housing .. 

700 

66S 

0.970 

0.950 

1.000 

InsnrancmandrmiiiBnmm 

Middle East Insurance 



_ 

_ 

1.000 

Jordan French Insurance 

4300 

7159 

1.640 

1.600 

.1.000 

Jordan Insurance 

— 

— 



— 

1.000 

Arab Life and Accident Insurance 

3050 

4420 

1.450 

1.440 

1.000 

Yannouk Insurance and Reinsurance ............. 

3050 

5185 

1.680 

1.700 

2.000 

Holy Land Insurance 

500 

1340 

2.600 

2.700 

1.000 

Philadelphia Insurance 

5000 

8500 

1-700 

1.700 

1.000 

Arab Union International Insurance 

100 

112 . 

1.070 

1.120 

1.000 

Jerusalem Insurance 

— 

— 

— . 

— 

1.000 

Jordan-Guif Insurance 

1300 

2210 

1.700 

1.700 

1.000 

General Arabia Insurance 

— 

__ 

— 

— 

1.000 

National Ahliya Insurance 

3062 

5359 

1.700 

1.750 

1-000 

And) Belgian Insurance and Reinsurance 

— 

— . 

— . 

— 

14)00 

United Insurance :. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

Arab Eagle Insurance 

2636 

6326 

2350 

2.400 

1j000 

Universal Insurance 

600 

612 

1.050 

1.000 

1.000 

Smrvtci and inti— trims 

General Investments 


_ 

_ 



1.000 

Inma (or Investment and Financial Facilities 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

Darco for Housing and Investment 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

Real Estate Investment (Aqarco) 

55287 

42952 

0.770 

0.740 

1.000- 

Jordan Gulf Real Estate Investment 

261950 

130052 

0320 

0.450 

1.000 

Petra Enterprises and Leasing Equipments 

151948 

96876 

0.610 

0.600 

1.000 

Equipment Leasing St Maintroance/Ta’jeerco .. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

International Contracting & Investment 

— 

— 

— 

— 

14)00 

Jordanian Electric Power 

2750 

3750 

1390 

1350 

1.000 

Irbid District Electricity 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

Arab International Hotels 

18S38 

29076 

1360 

1330 

1.000 

Hotels and Tourism 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

United Mkkfle East and Commodore Hotels 

91000 

60106 

0.650 

0.620 

1.000 

Garage Owners Federation Office 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

Jordan National Shipping Lines 

3700 

9538 

2.600 

2360 

1.000 

Jordan Press Foundation 

237 

830 

3.610 

3300 

1.000 

Jordan Press and Publishing 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000- 

Dar AJ Shaab Press, Printing and publishing .... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

14)00 

Jordan Dairy 

5759 

8633 

1.500 

1.490 

14)00 

Arab Pharmaceutical Manufacturing 

29414 

121549 

4.120 

4.100 

14)00 

Jordan Medical Corporation 

2373 

2296 

0.970 

0.950 

14)00 

Intermediate Petrochemical Industries 

35716 

104516 

3.040 

2330 

14)00 

Jordan Phosphate Mines 

10591 

48728 

4.600 

4.600 

1.000 

Industrial, Commercial and Agricultural (Intaj) 

3179 

6960 

2.190 

2.170 

i.oog 

Arab Chemical Detergent Industries 

1150 

9633 

8300 

8350 

1.000 

Jordan Kuwait for Agricultural Products 

45275 

70178 

1.680 

1.660 

1.000 

Jordan Sweets and Chocolate Manufacturing .... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

Aladdin Industries 

6700 

19175 

3.000 

2.640 

1.000 

Arab Aluminium Manufacturing 

17525 

50547 

2.990 

2350 

1.000 

Jordan Worsted MiSs 

450 

2565 

5.700 

5.700 

14)00 

Jordan Ceramics 

70698 

196549 

2.780 

2350 

uno 

Chemical Industries 

1600 

4270 

2.790 

2.820 

1.000 

Jordan Industries and Match (JIMCO) 

1250 

2105 

1.680 

1370 

1.000 

Dar AJ Dawa’ for Development and Investment 

3999 

17594 

4.400 

4.400 

1.000 

National Sled Industries 

500 

1250 

2.480 

2300 

14)00 

Universal Chemical Industries 

5508 

32715 

5.900 

5.800 

5.000 

General Muring 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

Jordan Petroleum Refinery 

4470 

36345 

8.090 

8.150 

14)00 

Jordan Lime & Brick 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

1.000 

National Industries 

21800 

24888 

1.140 

1.120 

1.000 

Arab Paper Converting and Trading 

— 


— 

— 

14)00 

Arab Investment and International Trade 

464838 

399586 

0.790 

0.800 

1.000 

Jordan Wooden Industries (JWICO) 

100 

330 

3.400 

3300 

14)00 

Livestock and Poultry 

22790 

24419 

1.030 

UB0 

1.000 

Jordan Pipes Manufacturing 

— 

— 

•— 

— 

14)00 

| Rafia Industrial for Plastic Bags 

9000 

279000 

3.100 

3.100 

1.000 

Jordan Paper and Cardboard 

50 

465 

8.910 

9300 

14)00 

Jordan Rockwool Industries 

122647 

425649 

3.450 

3310 

14)00 1 

Trans-Jordan Minerals Research 




— 

1.000 

Jordan Hinieh Mineral 



__ 



14)00 

Orient Dry Batteries Factory 



_ 

— 

— 

14)00 

Woolen Industries 

1900 

2791 

1.600 

1.420 

14)00 

Jordan Tanning 

4342 

10700 

1480 

2.450 

54)00 

Jordan Printing and Packaging 



— 

— 

14)00 

Jordan Tobacco and Cigarette 

— 



— 

— 

14)00 

Mbs Industries 




— 

L000 

Arab Center for Pharmaceuticals & Qtemyak 

18291 

36200 

1.980 

1.900 

14)00 

Natknal Cable & Wire Maonfarfiiring 

43363 

183761 

4.740 

3.980 

14)00. 

Jordan Spttming& Weaving 

5283 

12845 

2.480 

2340 

14)00 

Jordan SolpboChemkafe 

22221 

61520 

2300 

2,700 

1.000 1 

| Jordan Cement Factories 

34203 

36799 

1.070 

1.070 

1.000 

Jordan Glass Industries 

67800 

79493 

1.160 

1.130 

14)00 

Jordan Precast Concrete Industry 

108210 

59161 

0360 

0330 

14)00 

National Quarry 

14700 

18825 

1350 

1.190 

14)00 

Arab Potash 

Grand total 

1,973,624 

3.281,332 



14)00 


FORECAST FOR SUNDAY MARCH 25, W 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Canon fighter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: AH 
iriuefc of chances are present today 
for you to sec more dearly yoor 
odd d fflfrs obEption hi a 
Tcty and different light 

aad to settle os a wane of action. 


ABIES: (March 21 So April 19) 
Don't try to settle say ( S sca aio a a 
but a pom so mrimasi a 
pace of your own that does not get 
in anyone rise’s way and keep 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
You are thinking about ways to 
bane a greaser amount of woridty 
n gfpfff* and if you increase your 
virion you can do so with ease now. 
CKMB fli (May 21 to Jane 21) 
M°k e a special point early to 
opportunity to cheer one 
who is having a difficult time, then 
you can make fob per mu fed 


MOON CHILDREN: (Jose 22 to 
Jriy 21) lapsed ideas for being 
able to do whatever your interests 
in a much more effiaem and pro- 
ductive man n er is now very possi- 
ble. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Your 
creative sfcffls and aptitude* are at a 
new high today and yon would be 
wise to spend _ as much tune as 
possible att endin g their scope. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Se p te mber 
22) You should have the right 
approach instinctively to get a 
member of your family to gp along 
with a new co m a e of action that 
means much to you. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) There are things you can now 


THE Daily Crossword „ 


Alvin L Becker 


ACROSS 
1 Paid player 
4 Moved easily 
9 Type of palm 

13 Above to 
Keats 

14 Speechify 

15 Verve 

1G Ambassador's 
deputy 

20 Tightly curled 

21 A Fleming 

22 Time zone 
letters 

23 Therefore 

24 wild goose 

27 Jolly 
good—" 

28 Golf prop 

29 Sweetheart 

30 Against 

31 Santa — 

32 Glossy cloth 
34 Envoys in 

residence 

38 Make angry 

39 Pacific 

40 Biblical land 

41 Trademark 

42 Some records 

45 Cat and 
canary 

46 “The Duke" 

47 Zeus’ wife 

48 Lincoln or 
Burrows 

49 On a — 
(equal) 

50 Stately 

51 Government 
brantit 

58 Bring 

57 Maka 
transition 

58 SgL e.g. 

59 BantU &g. 

00 Mine care 

01 Study 


0 na TOum MMSa Swwcn. Inc. 
All ROMS Rwvwl 


DOWN . 

1 Pool table 
feature 

2 Put back to 
work 

3 Syracuse color 

4 Sluggish 

5 Miner's goal 


6 Cushion 

7 Airport abbr. 

8 Ohm meaning 
a Acting Peon 

10 Boxing champ 

11 Lawn tender 

12 Watch - (be 
on guard) 

17 Old film 
company 
letters 

18 Obese 

19 Spots 

24 Censure 

25 — avis 

26 Showing 
love 

27 "You can bet 
your — It" 

29 Whip 

31 Seafood 

32 Vl3ta 

33 School type: 
abbr. 

34 first tare" 
'em 

35 


nnroa nnnna rami 
nnnnn nntmn nnn 
nmnnnnnnnn nrtira 
nnnnmsm .rjnnnnun 
nnn nnnri - 
nnruirantra mnnnnnn 
nnn nnnnn nnnnn 
nnnn nnnnn-nrarjn 
nnnnn nnnifi nnn 
nnnnnnn nnunnrtg 
nnnn nrara ^ 
nnnnnnn nrannrinm 
nnn ranrennnrarafirafj 
nnn nnnnn nrrnno 
nnn nnnnn nniron 


38 Certain 
enzyme 
37 "Yes — " 

41 Leas! adorned 

42 Traditional 
late 

43 Step proudly 


46 Roll 

47 Dress border 

49 Equal 

50 Ways: abbr. 

52 Mao —-lung 

53 Each 

54 — Khan 


44 GA Inland sea 55 Grog 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 


eiMODyCo— « B | W— . me 
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‘Mirror, mirror, on the wall...why 
do I look like i swallowed 
a basketball?” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAIKS 
• by Henri Arnold and Bnh t ea 


Uns c r arnb te these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


WYDDO 




LL! 

□ 

"ALUF 


1 

t 

J 


JL 


BOLLAG 





PINSOO 


Ll_ 




WHAT SHE PROCEEFEI? 

TO PO AFTER HER 
B0YFRJENP CANCELEP 
THEIR PATE. 


Now arrange tt» circled tetters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


PM* nan* too: QXD HEB CLD 


Yesterday's 


(Answers Monday) 

Jumbles: ABOVE FLAME CALICO ENZYME 


Answer What the big dairy fanner had tots ot— 
"MOO-LA" 


do at your dwelling that w31 very 
greatly increase the harmony 
there, after which Say as hoax 
untight and enjoy them. 
SCORPIO: {October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Cbnurnfflicate yarn desire 
for some special entertainment 
wifi those dote cocapanwHE you 
want to go akmg wifi you. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Now is the day at 
bat for you to foam yoair foae a»o 
Castries upon conditions at your 
own home and do what yoar fcotty 
deshea of you. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 e 
January 20) You Sad the right 
setemitef aad phrase to eon»- 
men ic at c yoar goals with usual 
compamocs so get om ia foe world 
for your ben route. - 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Fix e? your property » 
fiat it is more valuable or rt least 
h— an app r ov em ent in appearance 
with more beauty for all (fast 
observes. 


PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) A highly personal day fan you 
when you cm lei others know just 
what you have in mind and get fine 
from tfcflm. 


Today’s child: If yoar child were 
bom today be or fie wK only 
respect a, job well done and wifi 
have no interest in wfrafoi ducking 
and plans which do not indude a 
workable ejqmessioo of the same. 
This chart b nctSent for labora- 
tory or research work. An interne 
in nmsk and the arts wfll need to 
be n ou ris h ed. 


! t 
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Agrasi'gettiiig ready to play tennis in the rain 


Agassi, Edberg to meet In 
Players’Championship final 


KEY BISCAYNE, Florida (R) 
— Third-seeded Stefan Edberg 
overpowered Emilio Sanchez 6-1 
and faces American fifth seed 
Andre Agassi in Sunday’s final of 
the $2.55 million International 
Flayers* Champio nshi p 

Spaniard Sanchez, seeded 15, 
eliminated top seed Ivan Lendl in 
the fourth round but he failed to 
put pressure on his Swedish semi- 
final opponent despite being a 
break up in the second set. 

Agassi dropped the first set but 
roared back to overwhelm 
seventh-seeded compatriot Jay 
Berger 5-7. 

It will be Agassi’s third final of 


the year. He won in San Francis- 
co in February and lost to Edberg 
two weeks ago in the final at 
Indian Wells. 

Agassi and Berger battled from 
the baseline during the first set, 
with Berger counter-punching 
and Agassi hitting the more 
aggressive winners. 

Agassi led 3-2 when Berger, 
seeded 7th, dropped serve cm a 
forehand error. Agassi then 
fought off five break points be- 
fore holding for 5-2, but lost five 
consecutive games after that as 
Berger blazed winners and took 
the set 7-5 on an ace. 


The . momentum switched to 
Agassi’s side of the court in the 
second set as he capitalised on 
Berger’s frequent errors to take 
the set easily, with a lob. 

Berger squandered opportuni- 
ties at the start of the third set 
after holding for 1-0. Berger mis- 
sed four break point opportuni- 
ties to take a 2-0 lead and wisimH 
Agassi held and broke Berger for 
2-1 in the next game. 

Berger had his chances again 
with a break point against Agassi 
at 2-1. But Agassi saved it with a 
backhand winner and aged his 
way to 3-1. 


Moroccan, American win 
world running titles 

AIX-LES-BAINS, France (Agencies) — Khalid Skah of Morocco 
trumped die Kenyan aces of cross country running to win the 
world title Saturday. 

He attacked a Kenyan pack of front-runners on the last bend of 
the 12 .2-kilometres course and held on in a dose final sprint to 
give fads country its first win m the event for more than 20 years. 

Moses Tanui finished second in the same time of 34 minutes 21 
seconds with Julius Korir, another Kenyan, third one second 
behind. 

Four Kenyans finished in the top six, but John Ngugi, winner 
for the past four years and aiming for a record fifth title, was not 
among them. 

He took the lead briefly after 10 minutes and delighted tide 
crowd by cleanly d earing a hedge hurdler-style as the others 
stepped on it in more conventional fashion. 

But Ngugi, who started training for the race only two weeks ago 
after resting for a month after the commonwealth games, ran out 
of steam soon afterwards and dropped out of contention. 

Hie women's 6-kilometres race was won by American Lynn 
Jennings wbo went away on her own eariay on to finish 12 seconds 
ahead of Portugal’s Albertina Dias. Elena Romanova of the 
Soviet Union was third. 

It was a first win for Jennings, who had placed in the first six at 
the last four world championships. 


Jager beats Biondi; 
both set U.S. records 


Dutch coach plans injunction 


AMSTERDAM (R) — Be- 
leaguered Dutch soccer coach 
Thi js Libregts is planning an in- 
junction against the Dutch Soccer 
Association (KNVB) if they 
attempt to sack him before the 
World Cup finals, a KNVB 
spokesman said Saturday. 

“If the players refuse to agree 
to fahn continuing as coach be is 
going to take out an injunction to 
demand the right to sc^ye out his 
contract,” Fred Racke' said. 

Libregts* contract aids July 1, 
three weeks into the finals. 


NASHVILLE (R) — U.S. Olym- 
pians Tom Jager and Matt Biondi 
broke the American record in the 
50-yard freestyle at the U.S. 
swimming short course nationals 
Friday. 

Jager, 24, trailing after the 
turn, made up ground in the final 
25 yards to win the event in 19.05 
seconds. 

The previous American short 
course record, was 19.15 set by 
Biondi, April 2, Last year. 

“I was so psyched when I heard 
the crowd stomping and getting 
into it. it was crazy," Jager said. 
“I never felt out of the race.” 

Jager, who was third in the 
morning preliminaries, is the 
world record holder in the 50- 
metre freestyle in 22.12, set at the 
1989 Pan Pacific Championships 
in Tokyo. Jager holds an 11-6 
advantage over Biondi in their 
head-to-head competition *in*y- 


1984. 

Biondi, winner of seven medals 
at the 1988 Olympic games in 
Seoul, including five gold medals, 
one silver and one bronze, was 
second in 19.12. 

“I never saw Tom,” Biondi 
said. “I said six months ago who- 
ever won tonight would break the 
record. Tom is jest a great racer. 
Pm satisfied I swam a lifetime 
best, but disappointed I lost the 
record. I don’t feel like I faded, I 
thought I was with him for the 
whole race. I think he just got an 
arm on me.” 

Hungary’s Tamas Darnyi, 
Olympic gold medalist in the 200- 
and 400-metre individual medley 
and world record bolder in the 
400 individual medley was dis- 
qualified in the 200-yard i race for 
using the butterfly kick going into 
the turn on die breaststroke. 


He has been repeatedly criti- 
cised by his leading players with 
injured skipper Ruud Gullit his 
most outspoken opponent, 
p ro mp t in g considerable specula- 
tion that he would lose his job 
before the tournament 
The KNVB hoped to persuade 
libregts and the players to meet 
in Amsterdam Sunday to thrash 
out their differences. -• 

' But Libregts is refusing to 
attend as the KNVB has not 
appointed a neutral chairman for 
the meeting. 


He feels he would not get a fair 
hearing if a KNVB official chairs 
the talks as the association has 
already asked him to resign on 
two occasions. 

The meeting win go ahead 
without him with Gullit and his 
AC Milan team mates Marco Van 
Basten and Frank Rijkaard flying 
to. .the Netherlands to attend. 

Ajax Amsterdam coach Leo 
Beenhakker and Barcelona’s 
Johan Cruyff have been mooted 
as possible replacements. 


Balestre gives go ahead to 
Brazilian Grand Prix 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH HIRSCH 


PENNY WISE, POUND FOOLISH 


North-South vulnerable. North 
deals. 

NORTH 
* Q 7 2 

*7 6 

0 A K J IS 8 4 
0 K 9 3 

EAST 
* K 10 9 


WEST 
* 84 


V KQ1095329 8 74 
0962 073 

4 J * A Q 10 8 5 

SOUTH 
* A J6S3 
<7 A J 
0 Q5 

_ * 7 6 4 2 

The bidding: 

North East South West 

1 0 Pass 1 * 3 <7 

3 4 4 4 4 4 Pass 

Pan Pass 


Opening lead: Jack of 4 
Preservation of your assets is 
commendable; only yesterday we 
lauded it as a vimie. But you can 
carry a good thing to excess, as this 
hand proves. 

We want to congratulate East on 
his clever lead-directing bid of four 


dubs. He was prepared to retreat to 
four hearts anyway, so there was no 
harm cn roale in showing where his 
strength lay. 

Against four spades West led the 
jack of clubs. East signalled encour- 
agement with the eight of dubs, and 
West would dearly have liked to 
oblige. Since that was not possible, 
the defender shifted to the king of 
beans. Declarer won, ruffed a heart 
in dummy, took the spade finesse 
■ and eveotuily lost a spade and a dub 
trick in addition to the dub trick he 
bad already surrendered. 

What a pity that East nullified hi? 
fine bidding with slipshod defense. 
West’s lead of the jack of dubs was 
most likely a doubleton, but East 
could have protected against the 
possibility that It was singleton. All 
that was needed was for East to 
overtake the jack of clubs with the 
queen and cash the ace. Whether or 
not West followed was immaterial. 
East would simply continue with a 
third dub and West’s ruff would 
seal the contract's fate. The defend- 
ers would already have three tricks 
in the bank, and East was looking at 
a sure trump trick for the setting 
trick. 


Rainey 
leads 
Japanese 
Grand Prix 


SUZUKA, Japan (R) — Wayne 
Rainey headed fellow American 
Kevin Schwantz in Saturday’s fin- 
al practice for Sunday’s season- 
opening Japanese 500 cc 
motorcycle Grand Prix. 

Yamaha rider -Rainey, runner- 
up to Schwantz last year, clocked 
the fastest time of two minutes 
09.589 seconds, inside the track 
record. 

“Everything is going well," re- 
ported Rainey, second in last; 
year’s world championship be- 
hind fellow Californian Eddie 
Lawson. 

Schwantz had to settle for 
2:10.329 on his Suzuki as rain 
prevented riders from improving 
.ffeeir times in the final session. 
Hie Texan qualified fastest nine 
times in the 15-round series last 
season. 

Rainey's early form increases 
the pressure on Yamaha rider 
Lawson and Schwantz, who is 
bidding for his third successive 1 
win at his favourite Suzuka cir- 
cuit. 

Former world champion 
Wayne Gardner of Australia, 
forced to miss five races after 
breaking his left leg in the U.S. 
Grand Prix last April, took his 
Honda to third place in 2:10.446. 

Lawson was fourth in 2:10-525! 


PARIS (AP) — The president of 
Auto racing’s international gov- 
erning body ruled Thursday teat 
the Brazilian Grand Prix can take 
place as scfaedueld in Sao Paolo 
Sunday, despite concerns about 
track safety and economic condi- 
tions. 

Jean-Marie Balestre, president 
of the International Federation of 
Auto Sports, or FISA, said he 
had signed a safety certificate 
allowing the season’s second for- 
mula one race to go ahead. 

But Balestre said he was wor- 
ried about the economic situation 
that led newly-elected Brazilian 
President Fernando CoUor de 
McDo to introduce tough auster- 
ity measures last week. 


Expressing displeasure at not 
having been notified of Brazil's 
economic problems, Balestre 
noted that other international 
sporting events have been moved 
out of the country over the past 
two years. 

Balestre said in a press release 
prior to Thursday’s news confer- 
ence that there were “serious 
threats” to the Grand Prix from 
economic troubles, track safety 
and bad weather. 

During the conference, Bales- 
tre called his secretary general,’ 
Yves Leon, on a black cordless 
telephone for ah update on track 
security after the first time trials 
were ran. 


N.Y. Yankees’ owners 
under investigation 


NEW YORK (AP) — A $40,000 
payment from New York Yank- 
ees owner George Stcinbrenner 
to an admitted gambler is under 
investigation by major League 
Baseball, commissioner Fay Vin- 
cent said Saturday. 

“What I’ve said is that I am 
looking into those reports, 
gathering information, Vincent 
said in Sarasota, Florida. “But 
beyond that, I don’t have any- 
thing to comment on.” 

Vincent made his comments as 
the gambler, Howie Spira, awa- 
ited arraignment at a Manhattan 
courthouse on charges he tried to 
extort money from Stcinbrenner. 

On Friday, a Tampa, Florida, 
grand jury indicted him on the 
extortion charge. 

Spira has said Steiubrenner 
paid him $40,000 to collect 
d a m ag in g information on outfiel- 
der Dave Winfields finances that 
Stcinbrenner could use in a legal 
battle with the star player. 

But Steiubrenner, who admit- 
ted making a payment Jan. 8 to 


Spira, says that money was to 
help Spira straighten out his life. 

Stein brenner denied it was a 
payoff for information from 
Spira, who worked in a public 
relations capacity for the David 
M. Winfield Foundation. 

In recent interviews and in 
letters seized by authorities, Spira 
claime d Stembrenner still owes 
him $150,000, a S50,000-a-year 
job working for him at American 
Shipbuilding Co. in Tampa and 
free lodging at the Steinbrenner- 
owned Bay Harbor inn. All of it 
was for providing a service. 

“What a service; to bring down 
your superstar ballplayer," Spira 
wrote to Steinbrenner in one 
letter produced by the FBI. 

“I would imagine I'd be offered 
a very large sum of money to 
write an article for a national 
publication. ... re: the Winfield 
situation, the investigation, and 
most importantly yon.” 

Winfield sued Steinbrenner last 
year over contributions the owner 
was to make to the Winfield 


Foundation, and Steinbrenner re- 
sponded with a countexsuit alleg- 
ing Winfield misappropriated 
funds. They later settled their 
dispute out of court. 

The eight-count indictment 
filed in U.S. district court in 
Tampa charges Spira with crimin- 
al misuse of interstate com- 
munication to extort and 
threaten. 

Specifically, it alleges Spira 
sent letters threatening both 
Steinbrenner and Winfield with 
bodily injury. In one, Spira said 
the stress of the alleged unkept 
promises were making his mother 
ill. 

“I swear if anything happens to 
my mother, George and Dave 
better both hire a lot of security 
because then I will really be out 
of control,” Spira wrote in a 
letter produced by the FBI. 

“That’s the sort of threat were 
talking about,” U.S. attorney 
Robert W. Genzman said. “We 
certainly take these kinds of 
threats seriously from a law en- 
forcement standpoint.” 


Timman takes 
time out from 
game with Karpov 


KUALA LUMPUR (R) — Jan Timman of the 
Netherlands took time-out from the ninth game of 
the world candidates chess final against Anatoly 
Karpov of the Soviet Union Saturday. 

The game will take place on Monday with 
. Timman, who has now called for his second and 
last time out in the 12-game match, playing white. 

Each player is allowed two time-outs and 
Karpov has used one. 

Karpov beat Timman in 38 moves in the eighth 
game Friday and currently leads by 5.5 points to 
2.5. The winner is the first to reach 65 points. 

Karpov is one win away from another chance to 
take the title from world champion Gary Kaspar- 
ov, also of the Soviet Union. 



Anatoly Karpov 


Senna claims provisional 
pole in Sao Paulo 


SAO PAULO (R) — Ayrton 
Senna claimed provisional pole 
position for Sunday’s Brazilian 
Grand Prix with another blister- 
ing demonstration of his special 
driving skills during Friday's 
opening qualifying session on his 
borne town circuit. 

The Brazilian clocked a fastest 
time of one minute 17.769 
seconds midway through a ses- 
sion run in welcome dry condi- 
tions after several, days of heavy 
rain. 


Asian Games organisers commended 


KUWAIT (AP) — The president 
of the Kuwait-based Olympic 
Council of Asia Saturday com- 
mended China’s arrangements 
for staging the 11th Asian games 
Sept. 22-Oct 7. 

Sheik Fahd A1 Ahmed A1 
Sabah, who visited Beijing earlier 
thK month at the bead of an OCA 
delegations, also called for wide- 
scale participation by member 
states. 

China’s hosting of the games 
had been thrown into doubt fol- 
lowing last June’s violent crack- 
down on the pro-democracy 
movement primarily because of 
concern about the government’s 
ability of maintain order and 


organise the event. 

The council’s statement said 
that in Beijing, Fahd reviewed 
preparations for the games with 
Chinese officials and “thoroughly 
investigated” the newly com- 
pleted facilities. 

“Sheikh Fahd expressed total 
satisfaction with what he has 
seen and stated that preparations 
for the games are proceeding on 
schedule and are of an excellent 
nature,” the statement said. 

“Sheikh Fahd said he is more 
than ever confident that the 
Asian games will reflected the 
strong will of tire Asian Olympic 
famfly as well as its solidarity with 


the noble principles of the Olym- 
pic movement," the statement 
said. 

It quoted Fabed as expressing 
hope that aU national Olympic 
Committees affiliated with the 
OCA will participate in the 
games which “will be a unique 
Asian contribution to the strong 
building structure of the world 
Olympic family. " 

Fahd is also chairman of the 
Kuwait Olympic Committee and 
a member of the Geneva-based 
International Olympic Commit- 
tee. 


His McLaren team mate 
Gerhard Berger of Austria was 
second quickest in 1:17.888 and 
shares the front row of .the 
provisional grid with Senna, win- 
ner of the season-opening 
Phoenix race two weeks ago. 

The Williams pair of Belgian 
Thierry Boutsen and Italian Ric- 
cardo Patrese were third and 
fourth fastest ahead of the two 
Fenaris of Briton Nigel Mansell 
and Frenchman Alain Prost, both 
of whom complained that their 
goody ear qualifying tyres were 
not working well. 

For most of the formula one 
fraternity, having endured down- 
pours, ramshackle conditions at 
the circuit where the pits and 
Paddock are less than half- 
completed and all the problems 
which go with an economy in the . 
grip of rampant inflation, it was a 
familiar and welcome sight to see 
flie expected three leading teams 
at the head of proceedings. 

None of the teams using the 
Pircffi tyres which were so success- 
ful for the Tyrrell, Minardi and 
DaUara teams in Phoenix, were 
able to make a serious impress- 
ion. 


Italian Pierluigi Martini, in a 
Minardi, was seventh fastest 
ahead of fellow-Italian Andrea de 
Cesaris in a Dallara. 

Jean Alesi, the Frenchman 
who finished second m the Un- 
ited States Grand Prix, was ninth 
fastest in his Tyrrell. 

Senna said afterwards that he 
felt he would need to improve his 
time Saturday if be was to hold on 
to pole, and also complained of 
pain from his neck. 

He said: “I didn’t drive my 
very best and the car felt a little 
light. I went wide on a couple of 
corners and also caught a 
Brabham slightly on one comer 
— so I know I can improve. 

“Also, T need a strap put on my 
helmet tomorrow to help support 
it on the side of the cockpit. 

“I have a slight problem on one 
side of my neck and when I hit a 
bump through a long corner, I 
felt a crack and a pain in my neck. 
But everything should be okay 
for Sunday and the race.” 

Berger said he had too much 
understeer on his second fast run 
with his second set of qualifiers 
and effectively lost the last two 
comers. 


Africa track ties discussed 




ADC LES BAINS, FRANCE 
(AP) — Leading track officials 
from Africa and the International 
Amateur Athletic Federation met 
Saturday to discuss changes in 
South Africa. 

It will perhaps dear the way for 
athletes to compete from that 

African members of the IAAF 


council — Lamine Diack of 
Senegal, Hassan Agabam of 
Sudan and Charles Mukora of 
Kenya — conferred with Fekrou 
Kidane of Ethiopia, the chairman 
of the International Campaign 
against Apartheid. 


MANY VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS FOR 
RENT & SALE 
Furnished or 
Unfurnished 
In Shmeisani, Sweifieh.l 
Abdoun and many other loca-| 
tons. 

For more information 
please call 
Abdoun Real Estate 
PREVIOUSLY 
Wael Real Estate 
Tel: 685342, 682097 


f _ Astrology and Numerology Combined ^ 

Our (post) reading will refer to your prosperous years when 
fortunate changes occur, promotion, better business opportuni- 
ties, a transfer to a better work, getting married, winning a 
contract or extraordinary income. 

Send lull (maiden) name and birth place + fee JD 6.500 to Abdul 
Hadi, P.O. Box 910790, Amman. 

For inquiries call 6231 89 between 9 a.m. - 1 2 p.m. and 6-8 p.m. 
Reading are made by post now. 


2000 profound Chrlstian/flslamfc names 

To help you choose a name for your expected baby, or to 
present to friends. Price JD 1 only. Offer to study Arabic 
and foreign names by phone depending on birth date: 
Some names signify brighter future and some denote 
difficulties and weaknesses. 

Abdul Hadf, P.O. Box 910790, Amman, Tel: 623189 

* 
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Contras agree to disband 


TEGUCIGALPA (R) — Nicaragua’s contra rebels 
have agreed to a plan to disband, removing a major 
obstacle to the peaceful transfer of power from the 
left-wing Sandinisfas to a newly-elected, U.S.- 
backed government. 


Under the agreement, which 
was immediately hailed by out- 
going Saadmista President Daniel 
Ortega in Managua, an estimated 
6,000 contras in Honduras would 
begin disarming immediately. 

Another 6,000 inside Nicar- 
agua, whom the Sandmistas have 
accused of increasing their 
attacks recently, would agreed to 
a ceasefire and regroup in inter- 
nationally supervised security 
zones, handing over their arms at 
a later date. 

“The demobilisation process 
begins today with die disarming 
of the force that still remains here 
in Honduras.** said Antonio 
La cay o, who represented the in- 
coming government of Violeta 
Chamorro at talks on the eight- 
year-old insurgency. 

The plan, signed by Lacayo, 
who is Chamorro’s son-in-law, 
contra commander Oscar Solval- 
barro and Roman Catholic 
Church leader and peace nego- 
tiator Cardinal Miguel Oban do Y 
Bravo, Friday also called for spe- 


cial internationally supervised 
zones for armed contras inside 
Nicaragua. 

Ortega said Friday be folly 
supported the agreement to begin 
disbanding the U.S.-backed con- 
tra rebels. 

“As president of Nicaragua I 
folly support this accord. I be- 
lieve it goes ifl the direction of 
achieving peace and eliminating 
the war that has caused so much 
suffering, so much harm to the 
Nicaraguan people," he told re- 
porters at Managua airport where 
he met representatives of the 
church and the new government. 

No Sandinista officials 
attended Friday’s talks. 

Under the plan, the contras 
still remaining in camps inside 
Honduras would be disarmed 
under the supervirion of the Un- 
ited Nations and the Organisation 
of American States peacekeeping 
forces fay April 20, five days 
before Chamorro takes office. 

To resolve the problem of the 
contras inside Nicaragua, the 


agreement calls for a ceasefire to 
be verified by Obando Y Bravo 
and the U.N. and OAS 
peacekeeping groups. 

Contra leaders said the rebels 
would remain in the zones until 
foe internal situation in Nicar- 
agua allowed them to turn over 
their weapons and return to civi- 
lian life. 

In a statement . that seemed 
likely to anger Sandinista suppor- 
ters, the plan said the Chamorro 
government would provide 

h umani tarian aid for foe COOtras 
in “recognition of the patriotic 
work of foe Nicaraguan resist- 
ance." 

With U.S. backing, foe contras 
fought an eight-year war to oust 
the Sandmistas, who took power 
after the 1979 revolution. About 
30,000 people died in the dvil 
strife. 

The Sandmistas labelled the 
rebels U.S. mercenaries and con- 
tinue to equate them with the 
hated National Guard of ousted 
Dictator Anastario Somoza. The 
contras viewed their fight as key 
to the Chamorro victory over 
Ortega in the Feb. 25 elections. 

The agreement was also 
praised by the Honduran govern- 
ment and the U.S. embassy in 
Tegucigalpa. 


Stalin-era mass grave found in Germany 


EAST BERLIN (R) — An East 
German historian has uncovered 
a secret mass grave where 
thousands of victims of Stalin's 
security police were buried at the 
end of World War II, the Berliner 
Zeitung reported Saturday. 

Excavations at a wood near the 
northern town of Nenbranden- 
burg have revealed layer upon 
layer of skeletons, including chil- 
dren as young as 12, who 
perished in the nearby Stalinist 
internment camp of Fnenfeicfaen 
as the Red Army advanced on 


Berlin in 1945. 

“Stalinist terror as practised 
here was no different from what 
the Nazis did. It hit the guilty and 
innocent alike, *' said historian 
Dieter Krueger. “This wood is a 
wood of death." 

Krueger said the grave bad 
remained secret until now 
because local workers were in- 
timidated into silence and all 
documentary evidence was lock- 
ed away in the Soviet Union. 

The first signs of the skeletons. 


some buried just below die sur- 
face of the sandy soil, were re- 
ported by two locals earlier this 
month. “Foresters and farmers 
always knew something. Up to 
now they have kept silent,” foe 
newspaper said. 

The Soviets set up 11 intern- 
ment camps on German soil at 
the end of the war, many of them 
on foe rite of Nazi death camps, 
Krueger said. Western historians 
estimate 65,000 people died in 
them. 


Hints of separatism surface in China 


PEKING (AP) — Leaflets calling 
for an end to Chinese rale have 
appeared in China's westernmost * 
region, an official. from foe area 
said Saturday, in the latest sign of 
unrest in foe Xinjiang auton- 
omous region. 

Amudun Niyazi, chairman of 
the Xinjiang People's Congress 
standing committee, said hand- 
bills, leaflets and other materials 
“instigating separatism activities" 
had been discovered calculating 
in foe region. 

Niyazi said there bad been no 
ethnic violence in Xinjiang, 
which is home to 25 different 
minority groups making up nearly 


two-thirds of foe population. 

But the past few months news 
reports from Xinjiang have 
hinted of trouble. Editorials and 
commentaries stressing the need 
for unity and stability and de- 
nouncing “separatist" activities 
have increased markedly. 

In January, the region’s armed 
police were ordered to intensify 
anti-riot training and intelligence 
work to prevent unrest. 

Among foe largest groups in 
Xinjiang are the Muslim Uygur 
and Kazakh minorities, Central 
Asian ethnic groups with dose 
ties to people living across' v the 
border in foe Soviet Union. 


Xinjiang’s delegates to the 
National People’s Congress, 
bolding its annual session in Pek- 
ing this week, were quoted by the 
Xinjiang Daily earlier this month 
as saying the region has “a small 
number of separatists, who pre- 
sent the greatest threat to Xin- 
jiang’s stability.'’ 

The delegates called the separ- 
atists “the scum of the Chinese 
people” and said they were acting 
under the guise of advocating 
religious freedom and democra- 

cy- 

“We must be on the alert,” 
the delegates were quoted as 
saying. 


Hungary 
pauses for 
breath 
before free 
elections 


BUDAPEST (R) — Hungary 
catches its breath for a day of 
campaign-free reflection Satur- 
day before sealing its return to 
Western-style democracy with 
the country’s first free national 
elections since 1945, 

For more than four decades, 
except for a sprinkling of by- 
elections since last summer and a 
few days before the 1956 uprising 
was quashed by Soviet tanks, 
Hungarian voters have had the 
choice of only one political party. 

Now, after Hungary formally 
abandoned one-party Communist 
rule last October try declaring 
itself simply a republic instead of 
a Communist “People's repub- 
lic," 27 patties will compete in 
Sunday's election for the 386 
seats in Hungary’s one-chamber 
parliament. 

“These elections will be unique 
in a sense,” interim bead of state 
Matyas Sznros said in a television 
address to the nation Friday 
evening. ‘This will be perhaps 
our first genuine opportunity to 
decide, vote and choose freely.” 

Opinion polls among Hun- 
gary’s 7.8 million, electors indi- 
cate there could be a dose result 
Sunday— when only around half 
the parliamentary seats are ex- 
pected to be decided — and in a 
nm-off round provisionally slated 
for April 8. 

Most surveys indicate front- 
runners by a fraction are the 
Alliance of Free Democrats, a 
party founded by one-time dissi- 
dents which has a platform mix- 
ing U.S.-styie liberalism and 
West European social demo- 
oacy. 

Almost neck-and-neck has 
been the centre-right Hungarian 
Democratic Forum, which may 
have a better chance than the 
Affiance of heading the next gov- 
ernment because it has more cor- 
dial links with some smaller par- 
ties. 

A survey released Friday by 
tire independent polling organisa- 
tion Median gave the alliance 
21.4 per cent of public support, 
just half a percentage point ahead 
of die Fonun. 

In third place with 15.4 per 
cent was foe likely “king-maker”, 
the rural Independent Smallhol- 
ders’ Party which polled 57 per 
cent in Hungary’s hist free nation- 
al elections in 1945. 


Peru declares state of emergency; bomb kills 1 


LIMA (R) — Suspected leftist 
guerrillas exploded a car bomb in 
front of Peru’s Economic Minis- 
try in Lima killing a passer-by and 
wounding 25 other people, police 
said. 

Earlier Friday, suspected re- 
bels shot dead a candidate for 
□ext month’s congressional elec- 
tions and a state of emergency 
was declared in the capital. 

The car, filled with dynamite, 
exploded at a busy intersection in 
central Lima, breaking windows 
in nearby buildmgs, a police 
spokesman said. 

Eight of foe wounded were 


seriously hurt, he said. 

Neither of Peru’s two major 
leftist guerrilla groups im- 
mediately claimed responsibility 
for foe attack, although car 
bombs have been a tactic of the 
pro-Cuban Tupac Amaru Re- 
volutionary Movement. 

Police set up roadblocks 
throughout Lima after the mur- 
der of foe candidate for the 
centre-right Democratic Front 
Coalition by suspected Maoist 
Shining Path guerrillas. 

More than 300 people were 
detained by police in anti- 
guerrilla operations and large 


numbers of officers aimed with 
sub-machineguns patrolled the 
dty centre. 

Four gunmen riddled Jose Gal- 
vez Fernandez with bullets as he 
left his home in the city’s 
working-class Comas district. He 
died as a neighbour rushed him to 
hospital. 

President Alan Garcia's gov- 
ernment later declared a 30-day 
state of emergency in Luna and 
its suburbs and ordered police to 
remain in their b ar ra cks , suggest- 
ing police were planning more 
anti-guerrilla sweeps. 

Galvez was the fifth candidate 


for public office killed in the past 
two weeks. 

“these... are crimes of de- 
mented terrorism, which is seek- 
ing to disrupt foe normal de- 
velopment of the electoral pro- 
cess," said a statement issued by 
the Interior Ministry. 

Shining Path guerrillas issued a 
statement after Galvez was kil- 
led, saying unless all candidates 
qnit foe campaign “we will 
amuhflate them implacably." 

• Under die state of emergency, 
most dvil liberties are suspended 
and people most carry identity 
documents. 


Castro scoffs at Bush offer of aid to Cuba 


HAVANA (R) — Cuban Presi- 
dent Fidel Castro has scoffed at 
U.S. President George Bush's 
offer to give aid tc a democrati- 
cally-elected government in 
Cuba. 

“Mere crumbs," Castro said at 
televised news conference in rep- 
ly to a question about Bush's 
offer. 

Bush told reporters in 
Washington earlier that the Un- 
ited States would happily provide 
aid to Cuba after free and fair 
elections were held there. 

Castro said he understood 
Bash had said he was dis- 
appointed about his attitude in 
resisting pressure to change 
Cuba's one-party Communist 
system. 

“So Bush is disappointed with 
Castro... where does Bush get his 
illusions from about Cuba?... 
He seems to be more dis- 
appointed than a spiteful gjr- 
firiend,” the Cuba leader said. 

The news conference with 
Cuban journalists was carried on 
state radio and television. Cuba- 
noffidals said it was also beamed 
towards the United States. 

Castro turned down more gent- 
ly suggestions made to him last 
week by the presidents of Spain 
and Venezuela that he should 
abandon his resistance and agree 
to political concessions. 

Venezuelan President Carlos 
Andres Perez and Spanish Prime 
Minis ter Felipe Gonzalez made 
foe approach when foe three met 
m Brazil after attending foe inau- 
guration of President Fernando 
Colter de Mello. 

“I don’t agree with them,” foe. 


Cuban leader said. “All those 
who have made concessions to 
survive have not survived,” be 
added. 

“The only path of survival for 
foe revolution is resistance... I 
am deeply convinced of that,” 
Castro said. 

Bush said I don't believe there 
would be any resistance from any 
quarer to helping the people of 
Cuba once they had foe right to 
express themselves in free and 
fair elections." 

Expressing doubt his appeal 
would be heeded. Bush called on 
Castro to move towards free and 
fair elections and improve his 
country’s humaiuights record. 

“Clearly foe United States 
would rejoice at being able to 
help a democratically elected 
government in Cuba,” be said in 
response to a reporter’s question. 

The United States has por- 
trayed Castro in recent weeks as 
increasingly isolated by the move- 
ment to democracy sweeping the 
hemisphere. 

During a Latin American 
goodwill tour last week. Vice 
President Dan Quayle predicted 
that fob “revolution of democra- 
cy" would eventually reach Cuba 
— a point Bush echoed Friday. 

“I am convinced that foe peo- 
ple of Cuba want the same thing 
that foe people of Nicaragua de- 
monstrated that they wanted, the 
people of Panama demonstrated 
that they wanted, and the rest of 
the countries in the hemisphere 
have demonstrated that they 
want: Democracy and freedom,” 
he said. 

In an apparent reference to a 


controversial U.S. plan to beam 
news and information into Cuba 
on a government-sponsored op- 
eration called Television Marti, 
Bosh said “We're going to con- 
tinue to by to bring the truth to 
Cuba, just as we (fid to Czechos- 
lovakia and Poland and other 
countries.” 

TV Marti could backfire 

Experts said Friday Cuba has 
the capacity to disrupt radio 
braodcasts in more than half foe 
United States if the two countries 
go to electronic war over TV 
Marti. 

TV Marti, a U.S. government 
station set up to beam television 
to Cuba, is due to begin transmis- 
sions soon despite Cuban protests 
and warnings of retaliation to 
what Castro’s administration sees 
as electronic aggression. 

The prospect of a war of the 
airwavs is causing concern among 
oommerida radio stations m foe 
United States who could lose 
minkms of dollars in advertising if 
their transmissions were dis- 
rupted. 

“We believe they (the Cubans) 
can disrupt AM broadcasts in 30 
states, all the way up to the 
northeast of the country and all 
the way west to Utah," said 
Susan Kraus of the National 
Association of Broadcasters, 
which represents 5,200 radio and 
950 TV stations. 

The Cuban Armed Tones chief 

-staff, General UKs.es Rosales 
oel Toro, said Wednesday that 
special electronic warfare units 
could not only jam inc oming TV 
Marti but disrupt broadcasting, 


communications and electronic 
defence systems deep inside the 
United States. 

According to Krans, the 
Cabans have transmitters that 
dwarf anything used in the Un- 
ited States. “One transmitter has 
a capacity of ap p ro ximately a 
miffion watts and there are a 
coaple of others of 500,000 watts. 
In the United States, the max- 
imum... is 50,000 watts.” 
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Thatcher seeks to rally party 
after crushing by-election defeat 


LONDON (R) — British Prime 
Munster Margaret Thatcher de- 
fiantly insists she wfll not back 
down from her unpopular econo- 
mic policies despite a crashing 
defeat by the opposition Labour 
Party in a key parliamentary by- 
election. 

Thatcher's Conservative Party 
was plunged into crisis Friday 
after Labour turned in its best 
by-election performance for more 
than half a century to win the 
central English constituency of 
hfid-Staffoidshire. 

Labour won foe seal with a 21 
per cent swing away from the 
Conservatives — an almost exact 
reversal ‘<rf the result in foe consti- 
tuency in foe 2987 general elec- 
tion. 

Labour seized on the govern- 
ment’s h umiliating defeat in B 
traditional stronghold as evidence 
that cracks were beginning to 
show in Thatcher's U-year 
domination of British political 
life. 

Thatcher herself said voters 
had sent the government a mes- 
sage about foe impact of high 
interest rates and the govern- 


ment’s new community charge or 
“poll tax’* to fund local services. 

Britain has been shocked tn 
recent weeks by a series of violent 
demonstrations against the poll 
tax in which protesters have 
clashed with potice. 

“Dksc matters are naturall y of 
concern to us all,” she said in a 
letter to Conservative Party 
Chairman Kenneth Baker. 

But she added: “We are not a 
fair-weather party. We are not 
for trimming and taming.” 

“We believe in long-term poli- 
cies of the kind we have im- 
plemented so successfully over 
the last 11 years.” 

The by-election defeat raised 
renewed speculation about 
Thatcher's continued leadership 
of the Conservatives. 

In recent days she has brushed 
aside rumours of a party plot to 
topple her and vowed to fight 
“every inch of the way” to win a 
fourth successive general election 
victory. 

Opinion polls have shown the 
gov e r nm ent is losing support be- 
cause of public concern over in- 
terest rates and the poll tax. 


A national survey taken for the 
British Broadcasting Corporation 
(BBC) Thursday gave Labour a 
21-point lead over the govern- 
ment — the Conservatives’ worst 
rating since the last general elec- 
tion. 

Conservative cabinet ministers 
were mobilised Friday to press 
home the message that the gov- 
ernment’s difficulties were only 
temporary. 

“We shall get out of it by dear 
thought and steady action, and 
under foe leadership of the prime 
minister,” Foreign Secretary 
Douglas Hurd said. 

Conservative spokesmen said 

die Mid-Staffordshire voters bad 
taken foe opportunity to register 
a protest and would return to the 
fold in time for the next general 
election. Thatcher does not have 
to call this until mid- 1992. 

Labour leader Neil Kiunodc. 
while accepting that one by-elec- 
tion victory had to be treated with 
some caution as a pointer to his 
party's national fortunes, brushed 
aside foe protest vote theory. 

“You show me an election any- 
where in the world where protest 
‘doesn't play a part” he said. 


Last Indian troops leave Sri Lanka 


TRINCOMALEE, Sri Lanka 
(AP) — The last Indian 
peacekeeping sokfiexs withdrew 
from Sri Lanka Saturday after 30 
months of a stalemated jungle 
war against Tamil guerrillas fight- 
ing for an independent nation. 

About 2,000 soldiers of the 
Sikh ligh t infa n try the Ra- 
jput, Gurkha and Para regiments 
boarded the Indian troop carrier 
Magar with a ceremonial farewell 
from Sri Lankan forces. 

The Magar, whose name 
means crocodile, sailed from the 
eastern prat city of Trincomalee 
at 9:45 a.m. (0415 GMT) and is 
scheduled to reach Madras in 
southern India Sunday. 

“You have made a great sacri- 
fice, there is no doubt about 
that,” Sri T-ankan Defence Minis- 
ter Ranjan Wijeratne told the 
troops wearing camouflage uni- 
forms. 

A Sri Lankan naval band play- 
ed Auld Lang Syne, a Scottish 
song promising to renew 
friendship, and Sri Tankan sol- 
dier unsheathed swords in a 
guard of honour for the departing 
Indians. 

High Commissioner Kakah Lai 
Mehrotra, India’s top diplomat in 


Sri i-anka, said in a speech before 
the departure; “It is our fond 
hope that the Indian peacekeep- 
ing force’s legacy of peace will 
last and the crimson of the morn- 
ing sun that, bids them goodbye 
wfll cover the land in abiding 
glory for time to come." 

At least 1,155 Indian soldiers 
died fighting guerrillas of the 
Liberation Tigers of Tamil 
Eelam, the largest rebel group 
battling the ethnics Sinhalese 
majority to create an indepen- 
dent Tamil nation. 

The Incfiant troops arrived in 
northern and eastern Sri Lanka in 
July 1987 under an Indian-bro- 
kered peace accord between the 
country’s government and foe 
Tamil rebels. Their mission was 
to disarm the Tamil Tigers and 
several other Tamil separatist 
groups. 

While most groups surren- 
dered their weapons, the Tamil 
Tigers reneged on the accord in 
October 1987 and turned their 
guns on the Indian soldiers who 
had once trained them. The 
Tigers claimed the provisions erf 
the accord, winch promised li- 
mited autonomy, did not meet 
their aspirations for their own 


nation. 

As the jangle war continued, 
India sent in more reinforce- 
ments. at one point about 125,000 
soldiers patrolled the northeast- 
ern part of the Indian Ocean 
nation, once a popular tourist 
resort before it was rent by civil 
war; 

Last summ e r , the new govern- 
ment of president Ranasinghe 
Premadas reached an agreement 
with the Tigers and asked Incfia to 
poll out its troops by July 29, 
1987, the second anniversary of 
the peace accord. 

At that time, Indian forces 
controlled most of the larger 
towns in norther and eastern Sri 
Lanka, but the Tamil* Tigers ran 
an effective underground move- 
ment from the dense jungles and 
swamps. 

New Delhi stalled on tiie with- 
drawal request for about six 
months, leading to a diplomatic 
deadlock and war of words be- 
tween offials of foe two countries. 

Last' January, after the new 
Indian government of Prime 
Minister V.P. Singh took office, 
India and Sri Lambs agreed on a 
March 31 deadline. 



‘Fergle* gives birth 

to second daughter 

LONDON (R)— Britain’s Duch- 
ess of York, popularly known as 
“Fenrie", save birth to a baby gid 
ot Friday — a sister for 
month-old Princess Beatrice, The 
flame-haired duchess and her 3.2 
kilogramme daughter were both 
doing well. Buckingham Palace 
said. Husband Prince Andrew 
was present at the birth is a 
central London hospital after 
rushing from a British south coast 
port Where the royal navy frigate 
on which he is serving is docked. 
The new baby, sixth in line to the 
throne after her sister, was born 
by caesarian section after it was 
found to be upside down in the 
breech position. No name has 
been announced. Prince Andrew, 
Queen Elizabeth's second son, 
emerged from the Portland Hos- 
pital and told crowds of reporters 
that mother and baby were “very 
well, fine. I will be back tomor- 
row.” Queen Elizabeth 
was said to be delighted at 
the birth of her sixth grandchild. 
The duchess's father, poli enthu- 
siast Major Ronald Ferguson, 
told reporters outside his farm- 
house in southern Britain: “I am 
delighted for the mother and 
daughter." The birth came four 
hours after the duchess was 
admitted to the hospital by a side 
door to avoid waking camera- 
men, many of whom had camped 
on the pavement for days. The 
traditional notice, posted on the 
railings outside Buckingham 
Palace, said: “Her Royal High- 
ness and Duchess of York was 
safely delivered of a daughter at 
7.58 pjn. (1958 GMT) today. 
Her Royal Highness and her child 
are welL" 

Dog rescued from 
python’s stomach 

JOHANNESBURG (r) — A far- 
mer and his wife forced a python 
to regurgitate a Irving seven-day- 
old poppy after they heard yelp- 
ing from tire reptile's belly. The 
three-metre-long snake slithered 
into a kennel, gulped the pup and 
two of its brothers and curled up 
to doze. Hemrie and Magda 
botha pounced, shaking the 
snake’s hissing bead, forcing 
open its jaws and rubbing its 
befly. The three pups tumbled 
out, two of them already dead. 
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-THE BEST IS VET TO BE* 
By SX. Wilkinson 


ACROSS 

1 Language: abor. 

4 Money: abbr 
7 Get ready to play 
13 Slider eg. 

18 Pint 

19 Shanty 
» Relaxed 

31 Ufce wflrf horses 
23 Hot-tempered 
25 Highest tore! 

27 Boy under 
one's care 

28 Kind ol cotton 

29 Launching 
aoency 

30 Hospital 

employees 

31 Lot 

32 Baseball 
learn 

34 Kind of 
millionaire 


DOWN 

1 Certain 
European 

2 Teen chawr 

3 Quintessence 

4 Fast feline 

5 Russ, writer Ivan 

6 Eye son 
7-Nest maker 
U Clad 

9 Pipe cleaner 

tO Bull thrower? 

11 Purpose 

12 Laborer 

13 Boards 

14 Take In a way 

15 Mao — lung 

16 Special allure 
IT Rant part 

22 Drunk's problem 
24 Educ. org. 


36 Bon — (Witty 
remark] 

38 Sfcoofcum 
43 Being 

46 Oh ol Cologne 

47 Foretell 

48 Enthuse 

50 Wtaa fnend 

51 Slocking stutters 

53 ''Are long a. — 
brevis" 

54 Knowledge 
56 Bum 

56 Acquired relative 

68 Excellent 
63 Certain soldier 
65 Macho types 
56 Cany 

67 Short time lor 
short 

70 Junior 

71 Author Fleming 


26 Re), gp: 

33 Plumper's helper 

35 Band on a record 

36 Painter Henri 

37 Carroll or Donald 

39 Mental) 81 GeHer 

40 Measure up to 

41 Trumpets 

42 Chris ol tennis 

44 Olive product 

45 Bunriine Or 
Beatty 

49 Groove on 
52 Drain 
55 Picturesque 
57 Importance 

59 Chemical 

■ compounds 

60 Indonesian 
Island 


19 X 19, By Juno Bank* 


ACROSS 
1 Naked 
5 — a girl! 

8 In front 

10 Leg pari 

11 Waters near 
Suez 

13 Father In Eng. 

14 Inn's cousin 

15 Place ol action 

16 Factory 
equipment 

20 Hibe/nJa 


DOWN 

1 1 ngot 

2 Attention 
at tier 

3 Change me 
decor 

4 Orient 

5 Act ol 
prohibiting 

6 Itty-bitty 

7 Antitoxins 

9 Judge 

10 Actress Black 


21 Friend In need 

22 No — . ands or 
blits 

25 Legume 
28 Glues 

31 — Mag non 

32 Traitorous one 

33 Very pals 

34 Unit of matter 

35 Lawsuit 

30 Teacher ot a 
kind 


12 Jal — 

13 Phil. Island 

17 Moonscape 
feature 

18 of Troy 

19 Troubles 

23 Not trash, not 
canned 

24 A little 

25 Commendation 

26 Hat lor spring 

27 To - (precisely] 


73 Com or maple 

75 Hither partner 

76 Notable period 

77 Beiere 

78 Painter Juan 
80 Wooden strips 

89 Chops finely 
84 Terrific' 

86 Earthenware 
vessel 

87 Way 

90 Letter from 
Greece 

91 Dope cop 
94 Pay up hunt 
65 Alter which 
96 Some drinks 
98 Teachers 

concern 
100 Period 
lOt Cincinnati 
player 


61 Mr. Rockrw 

62 Mighty mile 
64 Scarce 

87 Nonpareil 

66 Muscle type 
69 Jewelry boxes 
72 More pleasant 
74 Fake 

79 Waned 
81 Fashionable 

83 Gun OP 

84 Cotar slightly 
86 Calms down 

67 Center ol 
activity 

88 Do like 

89 Affable manner 

92 Bagraf 

93 Brute 
97 Trays 


.39 More ignobk 

40 — the line (obey) 

41 tbsen character 

42 Secret 

43 Roadside 
establishment 

44 Mai de - 

45 Road division 

46 Dam builders 
49 worried 


28 Short stop 

28 Ray flower 

30 Brief 

34 It. mine city 

35 Study hard for 
an exam 

38 Grogshop's 
cousin 

39 Ridiculous 
mistake 

42 Place (or 
hibernating 


lOt Real nest 1 

106 Soldiers: abbr. 

107 Get philosopher 
109 Pfumllfce trull 
no To boot 

112 Cry ol surprise 
114 Roscoe of okl 
films 

116 Empty 
118 Firm 
121 Marvelous! 

124 Hasiy 

125 Heo prophet 

126 In > Hght 
manner 

127 Assn. 

126 Show approval m 
a way 

129 Lead 

130 Adhesives 

131 Teeny 
13z Lamb dam 


98 is lull ol 
noises-.'' 
(Shakespeare) 

99 Blow up 

102 Mystery's 
Christie 

103 Deadly 

105 Simmer down' 
108 Garland 
HI Genus Ol swtne 

1 1 ? Simple sugar 

113 Kind of oak 
115 Easy Job 

117 Titles in Tunis 

118 Coal carrier 

119 Boast In triumpn 

120 Stevenson 
character 

122 Approx. 

123 Actress Scale 


51 — Carlo 

52 Mechanical 
man 

56 Baxter and 
Bancroft 

57 Storage tank for 
hot waier 

59 Crystal gazer 

60 Workers 
objective 



Last Week's Cryptograms 


02/18190 


61 Fast plane 
82 Middling 


45 Shoestrings 
47 Stage direction 

46 Belgrade native 

49 Geometric 
figures 

50 Portal 

51 Church' 
service 

53 Prejudice ' 

KDO^rriSlglri 
58 Vintage car 



1. Getting older has some disadvantages, bat it must be better than the 
alternative. , 

2. Garni Ions gossips feast on Havorfot, modish rrnnors and starve on 
plain troth. 

3. They say a Yankee i« a person who will eat apple pie before 
breakfast. 

4. “One free estimate'' means MB for labor wilt follow later. 


CRYPTOGRAMS 

1. NUIL WMB SH SPOILEZ JAYOCCZ WLROBL 

VACECZ NMRRLNNJMC SH RtJBLEZ v K L Y 
YUHARL SLRKYARAOY RPOYTLl AY O 
COMIK SPORT. —By Lois H. Jones 

2. COOIMAN CYWB MA PRO XYGO EX 

FHEZDWOBYSWEEC NEET. DZP MP RYHTHS 
ROWLi PRO IMPZYPMEA. -RyLeaStery 

3. OBICLAZLYO ZYEB KCYFIXJ LK CJN * 
G Blf I CLX ILF y A FEXJ CN IGHNBCLRLVO. 

• — By GsnJan MBkr 

4. VWVROLWJ RRDDKJHAK MTCLLBA MJECCS 
. Cl LBFTLWOv RSHBfWME ICO K TCMMWRSB 

PBKS. 

SOLUTIONS OF 
LAST WEEK'S PUZZLE 
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